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help veterans et e i K o W 17
who suffer
from ALS

By MARTHA QUILLIN
The News & Observer (Raleigh, N.C.)

REIDSVILLE, N.C. — Thomas Corbett
may never know what — if anything —
from his five years as a heavy-equipment
mechanic in the Marine Corps brought on
the disease that likely will steal from him
the use of nearly every one of his muscles
and, sometime in the next several years,
his very breath.

Since he was diagnosed in 2012 with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, known as
Lou Gehrig’s disease, Corbett, 50, said he
has wondered: “Was it some of those shots
I took when I was going in and out of the
country? Was it something in the water at
Camp Lejeune? Was there something on
some of those old ships I was on?”

In fact, no one knows why U.S. mili-
tary veterans are twice as likely to de-
velop ALS as the general population, or
why those who deployed during the Gulf
War in 1990-91 may be twice as likely to
get the disease as other troops. Although
it’s still a rare illness, affecting about
30,000 people across the country, it is so
devastating to its victims and their fami-
lies that the Departments of Defense and
Veterans Affairs have made a mission
out of trying to reduce their suffering.

SEE ALS ON PAGE 5

Travis Lonc, News & Oaserver/MCT

Marine Corps veteran Thomas Corbett,
shown with his wife, Doris Corbett,

was diagnosed with ai ic lateral
sclerosis (Lou Gehrig’s disease) in 2012.

By Kim GAMEL
The Associated Press

KABUL — The -candidate
strode down the aisle separat-
ing hundreds of male and female
supporters at a campaign rally in
Kabul. She shook hands with the
women filling the chairs to her
right. To the men on the other
side, she simply nodded.

Habiba Sarabi is the most
prominent woman running on
a ticket in the April 5 election
to choose a successor to Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai. Sarabi once
served as Afghanistan’s first fe-
male governor, and her current
bid to become Afghanistan’s first
female vice president is part
of an effort to get out the wom-
en’s vote as candidates scramble
for every ballot.

TR L

WOOING
WOMEN
VOTERS

Candidates in Afghan election
look to female support

Women “can affect the tran-
sition, the political transition,”
she said in an interview after
addressing the rally to support
Sarabi and her running mate,
presidential candidate Zalmai
Rassoul. The event was held in a
wedding hall in a Kabul district
dominated by her ethnic minor-
ity Hazara community.

But Sarabi, 57, a former gov-
ernor of Bamiyan province,
still must conform to cultural
norms in this deeply conserva-
tive Islamic society. Her chal-
lenge highlights the difficulties
facing Afghan women who
worry about losing hard-won
gains as international combat
forces prepare to withdraw
from the country by the end
of this year.

SEE VOTERS ON PAGE 3
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“The Americans were
generous to donate so
much money, but they
gave it to the wrong
people.”
— Gen. Labib Raeed of the Afghan

army, criticizing U.S. development
efforts in his country

See story on Page 4
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By Scort McDoNALD
AND RoB GRIFFITH
The Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR, Malay-
sia — While possible clues about
the fate of a Malaysia Airlines jet
missing for more than two weeks
keep coming from satellite im-
ages, it was as frustrating as ever
Saturday to turn the hints from
space into actual sightings.

Chinareleased a satellite image
showing an object floating in a
remote stretch of the southern
Indian Ocean near where planes
and ships have been crisscross-
ing since similar images from an
Australian satellite emerged ear-
lier in the week. China’s image,
showing an object that appeared
to be 72 feet by 43 feet, was taken
around noon Tuesday.

“The news that I just received
is that the Chinese ambassador
received a satellite image of a
floating object in the southern
corridor and they will be sending
ships to verify,” Malaysian De-
fense Minister Hishammuddin
Hussein told reporters.

Australian officials said the
location was within the 14,000-
square-mile area they searched
on Saturday, but the object was
not found. Australian Maritime
Safety Authority spokeswoman
Andrea Hayward-Maher said she
did not know whether the precise
coordinates of the location had
been searched, but added that co-
ordinators will use the informa-
tion to refine the search area.

The authority, which is oversee-
ing the search in the region, said
a civil aircraft reported seeing
a number of small objects in the
search area, including a wooden
pallet, but a New Zealand mili-
tary plane diverted to the location
found only clumps of seaweed.
The agency said in a statement
that searchers would keep trying
to determine whether the objects
are related to the lost plane.

The latest satellite image is an-
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Chinese satellite
detects object in
plane search area

other clue in the baffling search
for Malaysia Airlines Flight 370,
which dropped off air traffic con-
trol screens March 8 over the
Gulf of Thailand with 239 people
aboard.

After about a week of confu-
sion, Malaysian authorities said
pings sent by the Boeing 777-200
for several hours after it disap-
peared indicated that the plane
ended up in one of two huge arcs:
a northern corridor stretching
from Malaysia to Central Asia, or
asouthern corridor that stretches
toward Antarctica.

The discovery of two objects by
the Australian satellite led sev-
eral countries to send planes and
ships to a stretch of the Indian
Ocean about 1,550 miles south-
west of Australia. But three days
of searching have produced no
confirmed signs of the plane.

One of the objects spotted in
the earlier satellite imagery was
described as almost 80 feet in
length and the other was 15 feet.

The Boeing 777-200 is about
209 feet long with a wingspan of
199 feet and a fuselage about 20
feet in diameter, according to
Boeing’s website.

In a statement on its website
announcing China’s find, the
State Administration of Science,
Technology and Industry for Na-
tional Defense did not explain
why it took four days to release
the information. But there was
a similar delay in the release of
the Australian satellite images
because experts needed time to
examine them.

Two military planes from
China arrived Saturday in Perth
to join Australian, New Zealand
and U.S. aircraft in the search.
Japanese planes will arrive Sun-
day and ships were in the area or
on their way.

Erik van Sebille, an oceanog-
rapher at the University of New
South Wales in Sydney, said the
currents in the area typically

erseas |

PROVIDED BY CHINA'S STATE ADMINISTRATION OF SCIENCE,
TeCHNOLOGY AND INDUSTRY FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE/AP

An object floating in the southern Indian Ocean captured Tuesday by
a Chinese satellite is estimated to be 72 feet long and 43 feet wide.

move at about one yard per second
but sometimes can move faster.

Based on the typical speed, a
current theoretically could move
a floating object about 107 miles
in two days.

But even if both satellites de-
tected the same object, it may be
unrelated to the plane. One pos-
sibility is that it could have fallen
off a cargo vessel.

Warren Truss, Australia’s act-
ing prime minister while Tony
Abbott is abroad, said before the
new satellite data was announced
that a complete search could take
along time.

“It is a very remote area, but
we intend to continue the search
until we’re absolutely satisfied
that further searching would be
futile — and that day is not in
sight,” he said.

“If there’s something there to
be found, I'm confident that this
search effort will locate it,” Truss
said from the base near Perth
that is serving as a staging area
for search aircraft.

Aircraft involved in the search
include two ultra-long-range
commercial jets and four P3 Ori-
ons, the maritime safety author-
ity said.

Because the search area is a
four-hour flight from land, the
Orions can search for about only
two hours before they must fly
back. The commercial jets can
stay for five hours before heading
back to the base.

Two merchant ships were in
the area, and the HMAS Suc-

cess, a navy supply ship, also had
joined the search.

Hishammuddin, the Malaysian
defense minister, said conditions
in the southern corridor were
challenging.

The area where the objects
were identified by the Australian
authorities is marked by strong
currents and rough seas, and the
ocean depth varies between 3,770
feet and 23,000 feet. In addition,
Hishammuddin said a low-level
warning had been declared for
Tropical Cyclone Gillian, al-
though that was north of Austra-
lia and closer to Indonesia.

The Chinese planes that arrived
in Perth on Saturday were expect-
edtobegin searching on Sunday. A
small flotilla of ships from China
also will join the hunt, along with
a refueling vessel that will allow
ships to stay in the search area for
along time, Truss said.

The missing plane, which had
been bound for Beijing, carried
153 Chinese passengers. In the
Chinese capital on Saturday, rela-
tives of the passengers rose up in
anger at the end of a brief meet-
ing with Malaysia Airlines and
Malaysian government officials.

“You can’t leave here! We want
to know what the reality is!” they
shouted in frustration over what
they saw as officials’ refusal to
answer questions. The relatives
gave reporters a statement say-
ing they believe they have been
“strung along, kept in the dark
and lied to by the Malaysian
government.”
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‘Fighting

Others who were

By MELINDA HENNEBERGER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Here’s how
low the expectations are among
some of those midshipmen who
have reported being sexually as-
saulted at the Naval Academy:
After Thursday’s not guilty ver-
dict for a former Navy football
player charged with sexual as-
sault, three such women said they
were floored that the case got
as far as it did. And they are in
awe of the accuser for taking it to
court at all.

They all said she had accom-
plished something important in
the process, spurring badly need-
ed reforms to the system, even
though the accused, Midshipman
Joshua Tate, was found not guilty
of sexually assaulting her in a car
outside an off-campus party in
April 2012.

“Fighting is worth it,” even in
defeat, said Annie Kendzior, who
reported in 2011 that she had
been sexually assaulted by two
Naval Academy athletes in 2008.
“I don’t want to say I envy her,

is worth it,’ even in defeat

assaulted hail fellow midshipman for pressing case

because this is nothing to envy,
but even a step towards justice is
awesome.”

The accuser hadn’t wanted to
come forward at first and “an-
ticipated there would not be fair-
ness,” said her attorney, Susan
Burke. The decision of the mili-
tary judge, Marine Corps Col.
Daniel Daugherty, was “com-
pletely expected from the get-go,”
Burke said. “But it’s still a blow”
to the young woman, who is now a
22-year-old senior at the academy
and recently became engaged.

After the verdict, Tate’s defense
attorney, Jason Ehrenberg, ac-
cused Burke of using the case to
further her own cause, a stem-
to-stern overhaul of the military
justice system. Even some sympa-
thetic to the accuser and the need
for reform have questioned wheth-
er the case was strong enough for
prosecutors to bring it to trial.

The prosecution argued that
the woman was too intoxicated
to have consented to sex, while
the defense countered that she
very well did know what she was
doing and was lying to get back at

Tate because she suspected that
she had contracted a sexually
transmitted disease from him.
The judge said there just wasn’t
enough evidence to prove be-
yond a reasonable doubt that the
woman was too drunk to consent.

So was the case just too messy
to go to court?

Not at all, according to the other
victims The Washington Post
interviewed, who said they cer-
tainly don’t think that only cases
that are clear winners should be
prosecuted.

“Even if it’s not in your favor,
it’'s going to be in someone’s
favor,” said Kendzior, 23, who left
the academy to complete college
elsewhere and is now a market
researcher in Forth Worth. She
feels some pride, too, in the fact
that “all of us who've told our
stories have gotten this for her”
— an actual hearing in a military
court, she means.

Kendzior waited so long to re-
port, she said, because she feared
being blamed for getting sports
stars in trouble. She wasn’t wrong
about that, either, as it turned out.

“I wanted to stay, but the acad-
emy is cultish, and once you tell,”
she said, “you’re not part of it any
more.”

First she became a pariah, with
only one friend who stuck by her
at the academy. Then she became
suicidal, at one point texting her
father, “This might be my last
day.” A few months ago, Kendzior
told me that she was still receiv-
ing ugly messages from former
classmates: “I got one the other
day saying, ‘Are you a slut?’”

But on Thursday, Kendzior said
that while the verdict was “typi-
cal,” the accuser was extraordi-
nary for going forward with the
case. Two other victims who did
not want to be identified echoed
that feeling.

They, too, described becoming
ostracized on campus after re-
porting the attacks. The accuser
in the Tate case also has been
shunned at the academy. But,
she says, the reason she decided
to cooperate came down to this:
“You should never keep quiet to
keep the peace.”

Voters: Afghan women hope to
shape election despite obstacles

FROM FRONT PAGE

Afghan women were granted
the right to vote in the constitu-
tion adopted after the U.S.-led
coalition toppled the Taliban re-
gime in late 2001. Under the Tal-
iban, women were also banned
from school and forced to wear
the all-encompassing burga.

But security concerns have
marred their participation in
previous elections. In areas of
the country still controlled by the
Taliban, women have been threat-
ened with violence if they vote.

In 2009, many Afghan women
registered but then gave their vot-
ing cards to male relatives, who
ended up casting multiple ballots
as polling officials and police con-
veniently looked away.

Naheed Farid, alawmaker from
the western province of Herat,
predicted fraud will be rampant
this year as well.

“I am so optimistic that we will
have more women to vote in this
election, but who they vote for
and what happens to their vote
will be a problem,” she said in
a telephone interview. “There’s
lack of awareness that women can
decide on their own, and families,
especially the fathers, have an in-
fluence, and this is something we
can’t change now, not this time.”

Still, she and others said, there
are signs of progress.

There are nine candidates in
the crowded race, but only three
are considered front-runners
— Rassoul; Abdullah Abdullah,
who was runner-up to Karzai in

the disputed 2009 election; and
Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai.

Gul Makai Safi, the head of
the women’s council for Abdul-
lah’s campaign, said women are
streaming into their offices to
learn about the process. She ex-
pressed concern that women in
areas where militants are active
will be unable to vote.

4 “We are
There’s very hope-
ful and op-
lack of timisticthat
awareness this  time
that women the wom-
- en’s  vote
can decide il decide
on their the fate of
the candi-
dates in the
election,”
she  said.
“Women
the fathers, ;)"
have an a change in
influence.”  theresultof
Naheed Farid s ones”
lawmaker from  Thereare
Herat officially
12 million

eligible voters in Afghanistan, ac-
cording to the Independent Elec-
tion Commission, but the number
of people who go to the polls may
be higher because many voter
cards were issued in past elec-
tions and are unaccounted for.
Since registration began last year
for next month’s election, the
commission has documented 3.6
million new voters, including 1.2
million women.

Massoup Hossainy/AP

Afghan women rally for Afghan vice presidential candidate Habiba
Sarabi and presidential candidate Zalmai Rassoul, during a campaign

event in Kabul on Monday

Volunteers have visited villages
and districts around the country
to inform women about the issues
and how their participation could
help improve their lives.

But many obstacles remain.

To help prevent suicide bomb-
ings and other attacks, police will
search voters before they are al-
lowed to enter the polling stations.
The Interior Ministry said it is
training 13,000 women to search
female voters, but there is con-
cern there will be too few of them
— and that some women will be
turned away from the polls as a
result.

AndeveninKabul, some women
have no idea how to register.

“No one guided us, and we don’t
have any voting cards. If we could
get our voting cards, we could

have fulfilled our part in making
the government,” said Gul Sara, a
woman living in an internal refu-
gee camp in the Afghan capital.

Activists also warned the situ-
ation has not changed in areas
where the Taliban remain active
and conservative mores are en-
trenched, including many parts of
the east and in the southern prov-
inces of Kandahar and Helmand.

Covered from head to toe in a
black veil in downtown Kandahar
city, Shagiba Ahmadi acknowl-
edged the difficulties facing
women and chastised the govern-
ment for not doing more on their
behalf.

“I think we have to try harder,”
the 20-year-old tailor said. “Af-
ghan women are not very active.
They should vote. I will vote.”

Say what?

Sinclair verdict
stuns, disappoints

A sample of reader
comments from

stripes.com

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair,
once facing life in prison for
alleged sexual assault on
a junior officer, was repri-
manded and fined $20,000
Thursday after a plea deal
reduced the charges. Critics
of military justice, who have
long sought changes in how
sexual crimes are prosecuted,
had a field day.

Readers respond:

What would happen if he was
enlisted? Jail and dishonorable
discharge. That's what would
happen.

— Lacey Lewis

The only miscarriage of justice
here is that the adulterous
female captain was granted
immunity.

— Lisa Lange Clancy

So he keeps his rank, still gets
an honorable discharge, still
gets a full pension, and likely
some cushy contractor job right
back with the DoD. Really?
He used his position to sexu-
ally abuse two subordinates
— people he knows he is to
have zero fraternization with
anyway — uses his power to
keep them quiet, and all he
gets is this crap sentence?

— Tina Weaver Gyokeres

Rank has its privileges. What a
BS sentence. He went against
everything he should have
stood for. | am losing faith in
our system.

— Glenn M. Gray

And leaders wonder why there
is a breach of trust between the
enlisted and officer ranks ...

— Scott Bonnar

No active duty person will
ever look that man in the face
again with respect and active
duty spouses will look at him
with the open contempt he
deserves. Furthermore, his
spouse is part of the problem,
he cheated on her ongoingly
and should have been booted
out of the home.

— Susan McGraw

Guess it pays to have rank.
What a sad message this sends
to troops.

— Jeani Hughes Flanagan

Join the fray
stripes.com/go/sinclair
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Russia embraces
Afghanistan,
bestows series
of investments

By KEVIN SIEFF
The Washington Post

KABUL
o the white-bearded Afghan ma-
chinists, it felt like the Cold War
era had suddenly returned.

After 25 years of working in a
sprawling Soviet-built factory — a vestige
of a war and occupation long extinguished
— they suddenly spotted a new shipment of
gleaming Russian equipment arriving last
fall on an 18-wheeler.

The factory was abuzz. The Russians
were back.

As the US.-led war winds down and
Russia reasserts itself in Ukraine and the
Middle East, Moscow is also ramping up
its investment in Afghanistan. It is rebuild-
ing the relics of the Soviet occupation and
promoting its own political and cultural
prowess.

“You see Russia’s interest in Afghanistan
rising. It’s visible,” said Stepan Anikeev,
the spokesman for the Russian Embassy in
Kabul. “We want to enlarge our role in the
region. It’s not only for Afghanistan but for
our own goals.”

Russia’s recent incursion into its neigh-
bor, Ukraine, and its annexation of Crimea
reflect its intent to maintain influence in
some former Soviet republics. It is also
reaching out to old allies further afield. Last
month, President Vladimir Putin received
Egyptian army chief Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi,
whose relations with Washington have been
strained since a coup last summer, and ex-
pressed support for the military man’s ex-
pected presidential bid.

Moscow is also negotiating a major arms
deal with el-Sissi and agreed in 2012 to sell
Iraq $4.3 billion in weapons. In Syria, Putin
is strongly backing the government of Pres-
ident Bashar Assad as he seeks to crush a
rebellion that has received support from the
West.

In Afghanistan, Russian officials point to
their development activities as a counterex-
ample to U.S. aid projects, which many Af-
ghans criticize as wasteful and misguided.

“The mistake of the last 12 years is that
people were eager to give money, but with-
out the proper strategy,” said Russian Am-
bassador Andrey Avetisyan, who was also
based in Kabul as a young diplomat in the
1980s.

The Soviet investment model

Many Afghans, including President
Hamid Karzai, praise the Soviet model
even though they fought a bloody 10-year
war against the country’s army, which in-
vaded in 1979 to support an unpopular com-
munist government.

“The Soviet money went to the right
place. They were efficient in spending their
money and doing it through the Afghan gov-
ernment,” Karzai said in an interview with
The Washington Post this month.

The new warmth between the Kremlin
and Afghanistan was visible last week when
the Afghan government released a message
from Putin marking the Islamic new year.
It was the only such message made public
and was released at a time when the United
States and European governments are im-
posing sanctions on Russia for its expansion
into Ukraine.

“I am certain that friendly ties and coop-
eration between Russia and Afghanistan in
the future will add to the goodness and wel-
fare of our people,” Putin said in the mes-
sage to Karzai, which was translated into

A new
WARMT

A worker prepares metal used in walls in the Kabul Housebuilding Factory. The factory was founded during the Russian
invasion and is working to this day to produce prebuilt houses.

A mother walks her children to the local park outside an apartment building in the

Soviet-built Microyan neighborhood in Kabul.

Dari, the local language.

The Russian government has compiled a
list of 140 Soviet-era projects that it would
like to rehabilitate, according to the embas-
sy. The Kabul Housebuilding Factory, the
country’s largest manufacturing facility,
was the first to receive assistance last fall:
$25 million in new equipment.

A few miles away in Kabul, the Russian
government is spending $20 million to
renovate the Soviet House of Science and
Culture, constructed in 1982. The building,
whose jutting angles reflected Soviet indus-
trial design, was torn apart by bullets and
rockets and became crowded with Afghan
drug addicts. It is to reopen this fall as the
Russian Cultural Center, a beacon for those
with interest in Russia.

“We want to expand our culture here,”
Anikeev said of the center.

Help with housing

Afghanistan is still peppered with re-
minders of both the Soviet Union’s war
and its infrastructure projects. Soviet land
mines continue to kill and injure dozens of
Afghan civilians every year.

But its bread-making factory still pro-
duces thousands of loaves every day. Its
housing complexes are among the country’s
most desirable (and the only ones with cen-
tral heating).

“I hated the Soviets. I fought against
them. They killed my father. But this is still
the best place to live,” Gen. Labib Raeed

said in his apartment in the Microryan, a
Soviet-built complex which translates to
“housing block” in Russian.

Raeed is an officer in the U.S.-backed
Afghan army, but he’s quick to criticize the
U.S. development effort — more than $100
billion spent on non-military aid, including
roads and schools.

“The Americans were generous to do-
nate so much money, but they gave it to the
‘wrong people,” he said.

The Microryan looks like it has been
transplanted from a small Russian city. It is
gray and unadorned, a stark contrast to the
flashiness of Kabul’s new homes and wed-
ding halls. The four-bedroom apartments
are cramped and austere, but they sell for
more than $100,000.

Projects such as the Microryan were con-
structed during the height of the Cold War.
The Soviet Union continued building even
as it waged war in the country throughout
the 1980s. And then, on Feb. 15, 1989, it was
all over. The Soviets withdrew and their
projects — the factories, schools, swimming
pools atop Kabul hills — were left largely
unattended.

Many of those projects managed to sur-
vive a civil war and the Taliban regime
relatively intact. The house-building fac-
tory made the prefabricated walls from
which Taliban leaders, including Moham-
mad Omar, built their homes and offices.
Last year, it produced the walls for one of
Afghanistan’s biggest prisons.

The machinists who were in their 20s

PHoros BY Lorenzo TuaNoLi/The Washington Post

‘You see Russia’s
interest in Afghanistan
rising. It's visible. We
want to enlarge our
role in the region. It’s
not only for Afghanistan
but for our own goals.
... We want to expand
our culture here.?

Stepan Anikeev
Russian Embassy spokesman in Kabul

when they were trained by Soviet engineers
are now middle-aged, but they’re still work-
ing on the same equipment, with instruc-
tions in fading Cyrillic characters.

The new Russian technology is expected
to be installed in the coming months.

But why?

Many Afghans question why Russia
seems so interested in development here
now, just as the West’s assistance tapers off.
The aid program seems to many a calcu-
lated move reminiscent of the Great Game,
the contest between the Russian and British
empires for influence in central Asia in the
19th century.

Russian officials say that supporting Af-
ghanistan makes sense given their regional
interests.

Afghanistan shares borders with three
former Soviet states, which still receive con-
siderable funding — and direction — from
Moscow. And Afghanistan continues to be
a major pipeline for narcotics that pour into
Russia. Economic development, along with
a Russian-funded counternarcotics pro-
gram, could curb that illicit trade, officials

ope.

Still, the timing of Russia’s development
effort has raised eyebrows.

That country’s most significant economic
partnership with Afghanistan in recent
years, ajoint commission on “trade and eco-
nomic cooperation,” wasn’t launched until
2012, the year the U.S. withdrawal began.
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ALS: ‘Frustrating’ disease robs sufferers of physical abilities, leads to death

FROM FRONT PAGE

“I tell people there are two
different worlds for people with
ALS,” said Suzanne Gilroy, senior
social work manager for the North
Carolina chapter of the ALS Asso-
ciation, the national not-for-profit
group dedicated to fighting the
disease and helping patients cope
with its effects. “There’s the one
for people who are veterans, and
the one for everybody else.

“The veterans get taken care

£

The military began to notice
an increase in the number of
ALS cases among troops who
had deployed to the Persian Gulf
and suffered from what became
known as Gulf War syndrome.
By the early 2000s, neurologists
and epidemiologists were finding
an increased incidence of ALS
throughout the military, across
all branches, over all periods of
service, regardless of where or
whether the troops had deployed.

Many were considerably young-
er than the average ALS patient,
who is diagnosed in middle age.
Most had been extremely physi-
cally fit for most of their lives.

In 2003, the VA set up a nation-
wide registry of veterans with
ALS to find out how many were
living, to track their health status,
to collect data, DNA samples and
clinical information, and to pro-
vide a way for the VA to inform
them about research studies in
which they might participate.
‘When it stopped enrolling people
in the registry at the end of 2007,
it had found 2,121 veterans with
ALS nationwide. The dates of ser-
vice ranged from before World
War II to the post-9/11 war in
Iraq.

So compelling were the find-
ings that in 2008, the VA took the
unusual step of declaring ALS
a service-connected illness for
nearly all veterans diagnosed
with the disease, regardless of
where or when they had served.
The declaration presumes that
something about their military
service caused or aggravated the
condition.

The declaration makes veter-
ans with ALS eligible for monthly
disability compensation plus
monthly stipends; monthly pay-
ments for survivors; health care
for life, including prescriptions,
medical supplies and specialized
equipment; home-based primary
care; home-improvement grants
to increase accessibility and safe-
ty; vocational and occupational
therapy; money for handicapped-
accessible vehicles; funeral ex-
penses and other benefits.

And, because it’s a progressive,
degenerative disease that is most
often fatal within two to five years
of diagnosis, the VA now declares
patients 100 percent disabled
as soon as they’re diagnosed so
they don’t have to keep going
through the agency’s lengthy re-
evaluation process every time
their condition degrades.

“That keeps people like me
from having to go back to the
VA every six months and saying,
‘Hey, look what else I can’t do,””
said Jeff Long, a 23-year veteran
who served in the Marine Corps
and then in the Air Force before
retiring in 2008 to work in the

Travis Long, RaLeich (N.C.) News & Ogserver/MCT

Marine Corps veteran Thomas Corbett transitions from a walker to a stationary bicycle with the help of
his wife, Doris, earlier this month at their home in Reidsville, N.C. Thomas Corbett was diagnosed with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also know as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

private sector.

Long, who lives in Raleigh, was
diagnosed with ALS in 2011. The
disease manifests and progress-
es differently for each patient.
For Long, symptoms began with
speech and respiratory problems.

“We thought maybe he had had
a stroke,” said his wife, Barbara.
“He started choking on his food.
He kept saying he felt like his
tongue wasn’t working.”

The first neurologist mentioned
ALS but said he didn’t think Long
had it. The second ruled out ev-
erything else — the way every
ALS diagnosis is made, because
there is no single test for the dis-
ease — and struggled to find a
way to tell the couple.

“Doctors have a very hard time
giving that diagnosis,” Barbara
Long said, “because they know
it’s a death sentence.”

Since identifying ALS as a dis-
ease in 1869, experts have been
unable to determine a cause, to
find a prevention or to develop an
effective treatment. According to
the ALS Association, the progno-
sis for a person who develops ALS
now is essentially the same as it
was 145 years ago. As the disease
attacks nerve cells and pathways
in the brain and spinal cord, the
patient loses the ability to control
muscle movement, resulting even-
tually in total paralysis. Patients
can’t walk, move their arms, talk
or breathe independently.

Meanwhile, their minds usu-
ally remain sharp.

Long, 52, is still working, but
the time is coming when he’ll
need to conserve the energy that
requires. When he overdoes it,
his wife says, he pays the price in
sore muscles and halted speech.
ALS patients are cautioned
against overexertion, because
when they lose strength in a mus-
cle, it doesn’t come back.

“It’s frustrating to see your
abilities diminish,” Long said, his
words understandable but slurred
in the way of a dental patient shot

full of lidocaine. “One day you
can speak clearly and whistle,
and the next day you sound like
you're chewing on marshmal-
lows. One day you can do what-
ever you want, and the next you
can’t button your shirt.”

Neither Long nor Corbett had
ever been to the VA before they
developed ALS. They rarely went
to any doctor because they were
each in such good health.

Corbett joined the military in

- 1981, right
out of high
school.

“I wanted
to get away
from home,”
he said, and
from his
family’s to-
bacco farm
and the

Caswell County where he grew
up. After basic training at Parris
Island, S.C., he was assigned to
Camp Lejeune. He traveled twice
to Cuba on road-building projects
that lasted eight months each, did
some cold-weather training in
New York and Norway and was
sent on a couple of cruises.

He might have served longer,
but in 1986, the Marines were
downsizing, and his career advis-
er told him there was little room
for him to move up. By then, he
and his high school sweetheart,
Doris, had married and had their
first child.

“So I decided to come back
home.”

He worked a series of jobs be-
fore landing one he loved at P. Lo-
rillard in Greensboro, where he
ran a cigarette-packing machine.
‘When he wasn’t working, he and
Doris were usually outside, work-
ing on their garden or building
something in their yard.

One day, he said, he was paint-
ing a new shed the couple had
built when his ladder broke and

he fell. He was scratched up and
bruised, but thought he was OK
until a few days later, he started
hurting. Soon, he was dragging
one leg.

“There was no pain,” he said.
“But my knee wouldn’t move.”

He went to a physical therapist,
then a chiropractor, a back spe-
cialist and finally a neurologist at
Duke University Medical Center,
who said, “I think I know what’s
wrong with you.”

He referred Corbett to Dr. Rick
Bedlack, chief of neurology at the
Durham VA Medical Center and
director of the Duke ALS Clinic,
which started in 2000 and is now
one of the largest and most com-
prehensive ALS clinics in the
world.

There still is only one drug
that doctors routinely prescribe
for ALS patients: riluzole, which
can slow the progress of the dis-
ease in some people but doesn’t
reverse nerve damage or muscle
weakness. But there are medica-
tions to control muscle spasms
and vitamin and nutrition regi-
mens to help maintain energy
and strength. Dozens of aids and
gadgets help compensate for lost
abilities. Among them are canes,
electric wheelchairs and comput-
ers that translate eye movement
into text and electronic speech.

At the clinic, Bedlack finds pa-
tients such as Long and Corbett
who are veterans and don’t know

they are eligible for VA benefits,
and he connects them with spe-
cialists who can help them navi-
gate the benefits system. The
clinic and others in the state offer
support groups for patients and
their caregivers that meet in per-
son and by teleconference.

Recently, Bedlack began offer-
ing a telemedicine option, which
allows him to see patients in their
homes via Web cameras and an
Internet connection. It saves pa-
tients, some of whom live hours
away, the exhausting work of
traveling to the clinic, and it lets
Bedlack see how the patients
function at home.

“Veterans, especially, don’t
like to complain,” Bedlack said.
“You ask them how they manage
at home, and they say, ‘Fine.” But
then you get a camera in there
and you see that they can’t easily
step into the shower, or they can’t
get into or out of bed without help.
This way, I can see if they need a
bedrail, or a modification to their
bathroom to make things easier
on them and the person who is
taking care of them.”

In the past month, at Bedlack’s
recommendation, the VA helped
Corbett get an electric wheelchair
and a van that can accommodate
it. Until then, Corbett said, he was
getting out less and less, because
while he can still walk using a
rolling walker, it’s slow and labo-
rious, with his big hands wrapped
around the handles, his 6-foot-2-
inch frame bent slightly over, and
his feet shuffling into place.

Corbett is still learning to drive
the joystick-operated wheelchair,
and he’s waiting on a contractor to
finish an estimate for renovating
his bathroom and widening doors
in his house so he can maneuver
without bumping into things. But
already, he said, he appreciates
the device that he first viewed as
a form of surrender to his illness.

“I've had to admit that I couldn’t
do what I thought I could do,” he
said. “That’s been rough.”

Long and Corbett said they are
grateful to the VA for stepping up
and improving care for veterans
with ALS. They know the agency
has been criticized for years for
moving too slowly to process dis-
ability claims and for denying
services that veterans believed
they were owed.

In this case, both said, the VA
has honored its promises.

Corbett and Long are honoring
theirs, too.

“I'm still fighting it,” Corbett
said of the disease. He’ll keep
fighting for however long he has
left.

He got that from the Marines.
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Obama meets with Internet CEOs on tech privacy

By Craic TIMBERG
AND Tom HAMBURGER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama and several top
advisers met with six technology
executives at the White House on
Friday afternoon amid fears that
National Security Agency spying
is undermining one of the nation’s
most vital industries, especially in
lucrative overseas markets.

The global backlash torevelations
about NSA surveillance has become
a top concern for high-tech compa-
nies such as Google, Facebook and
Microsoft, which are battling al-
legations that American firms are
more vulnerable to U.S. govern-
ment spying and pay insufficient
attention to consumer privacy.

While the White House pre-

sented the session as “part of a
continuing dialogue on issues sur-
rounding intelligence, technology
and privacy,” the meeting did not
satisfy all of those participating.

Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-
berg, who expressed frustration
before the meeting, left dissat-
isfied, according to a company
statement.

“While the US Government has
taken helpful steps to reform its

surveillance practices, these are
simply not enough,” Facebook
spokeswoman Jodi Seth said in
a statement. “People around the
globe deserve to know that their
information is secure and Face-
book will keep urging the US Gov-
ernment to be more transparent
about its practices and more pro-
tective of civil liberties.”
Zuckerberg called the president
last week to vent his frustrations

é . . .

When our engineers work tirelessly to improve
security, we imagine we’re protecting you against
criminals, not our own government. 7

Mark Zuckerberg
Facebook chief executive

after a news report said the NSA
had mimicked Facebook pages
to trick intelligence targets into
downloading malicious software.

The story, which the NSA has
disputed, first appeared in the
Intercept, a news organization
started this year by, among others,
Pierre Omidyar, founder of eBay;
and Glenn Greenwald, a former
reporter for the British newspaper
The Guardian.

“When our engineers work
tirelessly to improve security,
we imagine we’re protecting you
against criminals, not our own
government,” Zuckerberg wrote
in a blog post on March 13, the day
after the news report.”

Friday’s meeting — which also
included executives from Google,
Netflix, Dropbox, Palantirand Box
— was one of a series organized by
the White House in recent months
to discuss NSA and privacy issues
with business executives, foreign
leaders and privacy advocates.

The financial costs of the NSA
revelations, though impossible to
quan fully, have been in the
many bllllOnS of dollars, according
to the technology industry, which
has been one of the fastest-growing
sectors of the U.S. economy during
years of overall sluggishness.

i i Manan Trivedi speaks at Bryn Mawr College in Bryn Mawr, Pa., on Oct. 28, 2010.
Repuhllcan retirements in a half-dozen competitive districts provide Democrats with plenty of opportunities for net gains.

Democrats see openings in congressional departures

By Donna CassaTa
The Associated Press

MCLEAN, Va. — House Demo-
crats’ hopes of mitigating the dam-
age in the midterm elections lie in
the fast-growing suburbs of north-
ern Virginia, the cities and towns
near Iowa’s covered bridges of
Madison County and not far from
New Jersey’s Pine Barrens.

No one is suggesting that Demo-
crats can net the 17 seats needed to
capture control of the House from
the Republicans — not against the
harsh political headwinds of tra-
ditional losses for the president’s
party in midterms, an unpopular
health care law and President
Barack Obama’s low approval
ratings.

The Democrats’ loss in a com-
petitive special election in Florida
recently only added to the party’s
‘Woes. Repubhcans were gleeful.

“I think we're in for a tsunami-
type election in 2014,” Republican

National Committee Chairman
Reince Priebus proclaimed last
week.

Yet Repubhcan retirements in a
half-dozen swing districts provide
Democrats with an opportunity
to grab a handful of seats this No-
vember. The party has cleared a
path for its preferred candidates,
while the GOP faces some messy
primaries that underscore the di-
vide between conservatives and
the establishment.

The numbers are daunting. In
the November 2010 midterms, Re-
publicans delivered what Obama
called a “shellacking,” netting 63
seats in the House while gaining
six in the Senate. In March of that
year, the president’s approval rat-
ing was 53 percent before sliding
to 47 percent in November, ac-
cording to Associated Press-GfK
polling.

Surveys this month put Obama
in the low 40s.

“Polls numbers are not where

we would want them to be, but Re-
publican congressional poll num-
bers are at an historic low and a
fraction of where the president
is. So everything is relative,” said
Rep. Steve Israel, D-N.Y., chair-
man of the Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee.

Republicans hold a 233-199 ad-
vantage in the House, with three
vacancies.

House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., insisted on Thurs-
day that the 4-year-old health care
law would be a political winner for
the party in the fall. Republicans,
‘who point to higher premiums and
canceled policies, are certain it
will cost Democrats House seats
and possibly the Senate.

Democrats are upbeat about
their chances in Iowa’s 3rd Con-
gressional District, where Repub-
lican Rep. Tom Latham, a close
confidante of House Speaker John
Boehner, R-Ohio, made the sur-
prise announcement that he would

retire after 10 terms. Obama won
the district by 4 percentage points
in 2012.

New Jersey, where two-term
Republican Rep. Jon Runyan is
retiring, offers a chance for Dem-
ocrat Aimee Belgard, a member
of the Burlington County Board of
Freeholders, the county’s govern-
ing body. Republicans favor Tom
MacArthur, a former mayor, but
unsuccessful Senate candidate
Steve Lonegan is pressing ahead
with a challenge to what he calls
“the liberal wing of the GOP.”

Obama won the district by 4
percentage points in 2012. The
primary is June 3.

Democrats in the Philadel-
phia suburbs are counting on
Dr. Manan Trivedi, an Irag War
veteran, to flip a seat held by Re-
publican Rep. Jim Gerlach for six
terms. Ryan Costello, alawyer and
Chester County commissioner, is
the likely GOP nominee. That pri-
mary is May 20.

Obama looks
to women for
allies in fall
midterms

By ZacHARY A. GOLDFARB
The Washington Post

ORLANDO, Fla. — President
Barack Obama needs women this
fall, and on Thursday he made the
case that they need him, too.

Addressing students, mothers,
teachers and workers at acommu-
nity college here, Obama began
a monthslong focus on women’s
issues ahead of the fall midterm
elections, emphasizing how his ad-
ministration’s proposals — includ-
ing raising the minimum wage
and strengthening equal-pay laws
— would help women.

“Soon, for the first time, Amer-
ica’s highly educated workforce
will be made up of more women
than men,” he said. “But the thing
is, our economy hasn’t caught up
to that reality yet. So we’ve got too
many women who work hard to
support themselves and their fam-
ilies ... [while] facing unfair choic-
es or outdated workplace policies
that are holding them back.”

Obamaandhisadvisersdescribed
the focus on women as a response
to challenges in the real economy,
but the politics of the effort were
also abundantly clear. Democrats
are focusing on bread-and-butter
issues such as the minimum wage
and equal pay for women to draw a
contrast with Republicans.

It is critical for Democrats
— who face a daunting electoral
map — to maximize turnout at the
polls among women, who have tra-
ditionally given the party an edge.

In 2006, 2008 and 2012, Demo-
crats beat Republicans among
women by 9 to 13 percentage
points. But losing that advantage
can be catastrophic: Democrats
were walloped in the 2010 mid-
term cycle, when Republicans
edged out a 1 percentage point win
among women.

This year, Democrats continue
to the hold the lead among women
by 50 percent to 42 percent, ac-
cording to a Washington Post-
ABC News poll.
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Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks at a
student conference for the Clinton Global Initiative University at
Arizona State University on Friday in Tempe, Ariz.

Clintons urge students to
be involved in the world

By Ken THomAS
The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Bill and
Hillary Clinton teamed up with
Arizona Sen. John McCain at the
start of an annual meeting of col-
lege students on Friday, putting
on stage a former president, a
onetime Republican presidential
nominee and perhaps a future
White House candidate.

The former secretary of state,
who is considering a White House
campaign, opened the Clinton
Global Initiative University at Ar-
izona State University by encour-
aging students to use their talents
and skills to solve problems both
big and small.

“We are going to make sure the
millennial generation really is the
participation generation,” Clinton
said to cheers.

As the former first lady and
New York senator weighs a presi-
dential campaign, the summit of
students brought together plenty
of political wattage. Bill Clin-
ton, who served two terms in the
‘White House, moderated a panel
on civic participation that fea-
tured McCain, who sought the
presidency in 2000 and 2008,
losing in his second campaign to
Barack Obama.

The former president used the

occasion to needle the Republican
lawmaker, joking that McCain
was a “good friend of Hillary’s
and mine, although we permit

him to deny it at election time.”
During a discussion of the con-
flicts in Syria and Ukraine, Mc-
Cain returned the favor, crediting
Clinton for

4 his  deci-
We are sion to
i intervene
going in Bosnia
to make during his
sure the presildin-k
" M cy. “I thin]
mlllennl_al you made
generation  the right
H decisions,”
rea“.y .Is t'.‘e McCain
participation ;g
generation.” More
Hillary Clinton 122 1000
former secretary
represem-
of state ing about
300 colleg-

es and universities gathered for
the weekend conference. Partici-
pating students pledge to carry
out service projects and ventures
aimed at addressing problems
across the globe. Policy sessions
on the agenda included ways of
improving health care, immi-
grant and refugee rights and the
environment.

Police keeping quiet on
cell- trackmg technolog

By Jack GILLUM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Police
across the country may be inter-
cepting phone calls or text mes-
sages to find suspects using a
technology tool known as Sting-
ray. But they’re refusing to turn
over details about its use or heav-
ily censoring files when they do.

Police say Stingray, a suitcase-
size device that pretends it’s a cell
tower, is useful for catching crimi-
nals but that’s about all they’ll

For example, they won't dis-
close details about contracts with
the device’s manufacturer, Har-
ris Corp., insisting they are pro-
tecting both police tactics and
commercial secrets. The secrecy
— at times imposed by nondisclo-
sure agreements signed by police
— is pitting obligations under
private contracts against govern-
ment transparency laws.

Evenin states with strong open-
records laws, including Florida
and Arizona, little is known about
police use of Stingray and any
rules governing it.

A Stmgray device tricks all
cellphones in an area into elec-
tronically  identifying them-
selves and transmitting data to
police rather than the nearest
phone company’s tower. Because
documents about Stingrays are
regularly censored, it’s not im-
mediately clear what information
the devices could capture, such
as the contents of phone conver-
sations and text messages, what
they routinely do capture based
on how they’re configured or how
often they might be used.

In one of the rare court cases
involving the device, the FBI ac-
knowledged in 2011 that so-called
cell site simulator technology af-
fects innocent users in the area
where it’s operated, not just a sus-
pect police are seeking.

Earlier this month, journalist
Beau Hodai and the American
Civil Liberties Union of Arizona
sued the Tucson Police Depart-
ment, alleging in court docu-
ments that police didn’t comply
with the state’s public-records
law because they did not fully

AP

Local police may be tracking people’s cellphones with a device that
captures data from every cellphone in a surrounding area.

disclose Stingray-related records
and allowed Harris to dictate
what information could be made
public.

Revelations about surveillance
programs run by the federal Na-
tional Security Agency have driv-
en a sustained debate since last
summer on the balance between
privacy and government intru-
sion. Classified NSA documents
leaked to news organizations
showed the NSA was collecting
telephone records, emails and
video chats of millions of Ameri-
cans who were not suspected of
crimes.

That debate has extended to
state and local governments. News
organizations in Palm Springs,
Calif,; Tallahassee, Fla.; Sacra-
mento, Calif,; and Pittsburgh are
among those that have been de-
nied records about Stingrays or
Stingray-like devices, including
details of contracts that Harris
has with government agencies.

In a response to a records re-
quest from the Tallahassee Dem-
ocrat newspaper about Florida’s
use of cell-tracking technology,
the state’s top police agency pro-
vided a four-page, heavily cen-
sored document signed by a police
investigator. The newspaper re-
ported that the document referred

to guidelines concerning the pur-
chase of items and sought the
department’s agreement to the
“provisions/content of the Non-
Disclosure Agreement.”

The Desert Sun, of Palm
Springs, made a similar request to
the San Bernardino County Sher-
iff’s Department, which said it had
to maintain secrecy even though
the newspaper found information
online about cell site simulators.

And in Sacramento, the local
sheriff’s office told a TV station it
would “be inappropriate for us to
comment about any agency that
may be using the technology” in
light of a Harris nondisclosure
agreement.

Many of the requests were part
of an effort by Gannett Co. Inc. to
investigate the devices; Gannett
publishes USA Today and owns
other newspapers and television
stations around the country.

“I don’t see how public agencies
can make up an agreement with
a private company that breaks
state law,” said David Cuillier,
the director of the University of
Arizona’s journalism school and
a national expert on public-re-
cords laws. “We can’t have the
commercial sector running our
governments for us. These pub-
lic agencies need to be forthright
and transparent.”

Judge strikes down Michigan’s ban on same-sex marriage

By Ep WHITE
The Associated Press

DETROIT — Michigan’s ban
on gay marriage, approved by
voters in a landslide in 2004, was
scratched from the state constitu-
tion by a federal judge who said
the ballot box is no defense to a
law that tramples the rights of
same-sex couples.

Clerks who handle marriage li-
censes in Michigan’s 83 counties
said they would start granting

them to gays and lesbians — three
as early as Saturday — although
Attorney General Bill Schuette
asked a higher court Friday to
freeze the landmark ruling while
an appeal is pursued. It was
not known when a federal ap-
peals court in Cincinnati would
respond.

Schuette noted that the U.S. Su-
preme Court in January stepped
in and suspended a similar deci-
sion that struck down Utah’s gay-
marriage ban.

“A stay would serve the public
interest by preserving the status
quo ... while preventing irrepa-
rable injury to the state and its
citizens,” he said.

The decision by U.S. District
Judge Bernard Friedman was
historic, following a two-week
trial that explored attitudes and
research  about homosexual
marriage and households led by
same-sex couples. The judge re-
jected the conclusions of experts

hired by the state to defend the
rationale behind a constitutional
amendment that recognizes mar-
riage only as between a man and
a woman.

The attorney general’s office
emphasized the 59 percent ap-
proval by voters as well as tradi-
tion and child-rearing as reasons
why the 2004 amendment should
stand. Friedman, however, wasn’t
swayed.

He praised April DeBoer and
Jayne Rowse, two Detroit-area

nurses who are raising three chil-
dren with special needs. They
filed a lawsuit in 2012 because
they’re barred from jointly adopt-
ing each other’s children.

Joint adoption is reserved for
married heterosexual couples in
Michigan.

“In attempting to define this
case as a challenge to ‘the will of
the people, state defendants lost
sight of what this case is truly
about — people,” the judge said.
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Helo rotated before deadly
Seattle crash, video shows

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Video shows that
a news helicopter that went down
in Seattle and killed two people
last week began rotating at take-
off before it pitched forward in a
fiery crash, the National Trans-
portation Safety Board said.

The surveillance footage taken
from three security camera re-
cordings near the crash site
shows the aircraft began rotating
counterclockwise during takeoff
Tuesday morning and rose slight-
ly, nearly level, from a rooftop he-
lipad, the agency said late Friday
night in a preliminary report.

The helicopter continued rotat-
ing counterclockwise for about
360 degrees before it pitched
forward, nose low. It “continued
the counterclockwise rotation in
a nose-low attitude until it disap-

peared from the camera’s field of
view,” the agency said in its one-
page statement.

Available video apparently did
not show the actual crash on a
street next to the Space Needle,
where the KOMO-TV chopper
burst into flames, setting sev-
eral vehicles ablaze and spewing
burning fuel down the street.

Multiple witnesses reported
seeing the helicopter lift off and
begin a counterclockwise rota-
tion, then pitch downward, still
rotating, and crash. They indicat-
ed the fire began after the crash,
the NTSB said.

Witnesses earlier told reporters
they heard unusual noises com-
ing from the aircraft as it lifted
off from the helipad atop KOMO’s
six-story headquarters after refu-
eling. The initial NTSB report did
not discuss any noises.

The helicopter came to rest on
its right side, and “all major struc-
tural components” were located
in the immediate area of the main
wreckage, the NTSB said. Wreck-
age debris was found in a 340-foot
radius of the main wreckage.

The initial report did not at-
tempt to pinpoint a cause for the
crash. A final report could take
as long as a year, agency officials
have said.

Agency investigators moved
the wreckage to a secure han-
gar in Auburn, south of Seattle,
where they are reconstructing
the helicopter.

The wreck killed both men
on board — pilot Gary Pfitzner,
59, and former KOMO photog-
rapher Bill Strothman, 62. The
two worked for Helicopters Inc.,
of Cahokia, Il1., which owned the
Eurocopter AS350 aircraft.

PRoVIDED BY THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BoARD/AP

National Transportation Safety Board investigator Josh Cawthra
examines the tail rotor drive shaft from the news helicopter that

crashed Tuesday in Seattle.

The agency continues combing
through pilot and maintenance
and company records associated
with the flight, the NTSB’s Den-
nis Hogenson said. Investigators
are focusing on the helicopter’s
engine, the airframe, the pilot
and the environment.

A Seattle man in a car, Rich-
ard Newman, 38, was seriously

burned when the helicopter
crashed and caught fire. New-
man underwent surgery Friday
and afterward was reported back
in intensive care in serious con-
dition, a Harborview Medical
Center spokeswoman said. He
suffered burns covering nearly
20 percent of his body on his back
and arms.

Poor aren’t alone in

Living paycheck to

paycheck

The wealthy hand-to-mouth are older, better educated, make
more money and are more likely to be married than the poor

Man held in
toe-sucking

living hand-to-mouth

The Washington Post

When you hear the term “pay-
check to paycheck,” you probably
think of low-income households
struggling to make ends meet.
That’s even the title of a new
HBO itary highlighti

ing

substantial holdings (850,000, on
average) in illiquid assets. Be-
cause this money is locked up in
things such as their houses, cars
and retirement accounts, they
can’t easily access it when times
get tough.

V.
the plight of America’s working
poor.

But a paper released at the
Brookings Institution’s Brook-
ings Panel on Economic Activ-
ity conference Friday finds that
a sizable number of wealthier
households are living paycheck to
paycheck, too.

“The Wealthy Hand-to-Mouth,”
by economists at Princeton and
New York University, found that
roughly one-third of American
households — 38 million — are
living a paycheck-to-paycheck
existence. These are families who
hold little to no liquid wealth in
cash, savings accounts or check-
ing accounts.

But the paper also finds that
two-thirds of these households are
not actually poor; although they
resemble poor families in their
lack of liquid wealth, they own

Demogr 11 speaking,

the wealthy hand-to-mouth are
older, more educated and have
substantially higher incomes
than their poor counterparts.
Perhaps the most striking dif-
ference: Although the poor hand-
to-mouth tend to stay that way
for long periods of time, wealthy
hand-to-mouth status is tran-
sient, lasting an average of 22
years.

There is an important policy
consideration here: Economic
stimulus programs typically tar-
get the poor because they are the
most likely to immediately spend
cash windfalls on necessities that
they otherwise would be unable
to buy. But this study implies that
wealthier hand-to-mouth house-
holds, because they face similar
monthly constraints on spending,
would also respond positively to

hand-to-mouth

Demographic characteristics, by age

— WEALTHY POOR
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SOURCE: “The Wealthy Hand-to-Mouth”

economic stimulus.

The paper concludes that “in
order to maximize the aggregate
consumption response to fiscal

CHRriSTOPHER INGRAHAM/THE WASHINGTON POST

stimulus payments, the payments
should feature more moder-
ate phasing out with household
income.”

Officials: Agent to be cleared in Fla. shooting of Chechen

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A Depart-
ment of Justice investigation will
rule that an FBI agent was justi-
fied in using deadly force last May
‘when he shot and killed Ibragim
Todashev, a Chechen man con-
nected to the brothers accused
of carrying out the Boston Mara-
thon bombing, according to law

enforcement officials.

The officials said that an inde-
pendent investigation set to be
released this week will also clear
the agent, although the Flori-
da prosecutor overseeing that
probe denied Friday that he has
come to a final conclusion on the
shooting.

After a lengthy interrogation at
his Orlando, Fla., apartment on

May 22, Todashev, 27, attacked
the agent with a metal pole after
first implicating himself in an
unsolved 2011 triple murder,
according to the officials, who
spoke on condition of anonymity
to discuss reports that have not
yet been released.

Officials said the male agent,
who has not been identified,
acted in self-defense. After To-

dashev charged, the agent shot
him once, according to officials,
who said Todashev then got up
and was shot again several times.
It’s not clear what sparked the
confrontation.

It also remains unclear wheth-
er the agent, who worked out
of the FBI's Boston office, was
alone with Todashev during the
shooting.

case in NC

The Charlotte Observer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Lin-
colnton police have arrested a
man in connection with a toe-
sucking case last week at a Wal-
Mart store.

Michael A. Brown, 31, of Con-
cord, N.C., was taken into custody
Thursday night and was charged
with misdemeanor assault on a
female.

The arrest came several hours
after police released a surveil-
lance photo of the suspect leaving
the store. Investigators said a po-
lice officer in the Stanly County
town of Locust recognized Brown
from the surveillance photo.

Brown is listed as a registered
sex offender in North Carolina.
Lincolnton police said Friday that
Brown was charged with similar
crimes in the past.

North Carolina prison records
show Brown was convicted in
February 2001 in Cabarrus Coun-
ty of a second-degree sex offense
and served three years in prison.

Lincolnton police said the sus-
pected toe-sucking incident took
place about 11:15 a.m. Thursday.

Investigators said a man en-
tered the store, approached a
woman and said he was a po-
diatry student. The two began a
conversation, police said, and the
man talked the woman into try-
ing on several pairs of shoes.

At one point, police said, the
man held the woman’s foot, put
it into his mouth and sucked her
toes.

The woman told police she
thought the suspect was a Wal-
Mart employee. The woman also
said that after the toe-sucking, she
became upset and the suspect of-
fered to pay for her groceries.Um
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Report: Calif.
a top target
for criminal
enterprises

By Do~ THOMPSON
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali-
fornia is the top target in the U.S.
for international criminal enter-
prises that operate from safe ha-
vens in Eastern Europe, Africa
and China, according to a report
released Thursday.

Along with trafficking in drugs,
guns and people, criminals are
also turning to cybercrime to tar-
get wealthy, innovative business-
es and financial institutions in
the state, the report by the state
attorney general says.

“We know that they use technol-
ogy directly in a way that perpet-
uates and commits crimes — in
particular, the crimes of hacking
and data breaches and malware,”
California Attorney General Ka-
mala Harris said as she released
the report in Los Angeles.

The Los Angeles region is par-
ticularly vulnerable to digital
piracy, she said, because it pro-
duces much of the nation’s movies

and other
‘ mass-

Their market

. . media.
impact is Harris
tremendous, iglld the
s -page
in the report is
hundreds the  first
of millions  fo_outline
f doll the effects
of doliars of inter-
from small  national
N criminal
businesses. ’ organisa-
Michel R. Moore tions on
Los Angeles police California
assistant chief residents
and busi-

nesses.

It says California leads all
states in the number of comput-
er systems hacked or infected
by malware; victims of Internet
crimes and identity theft; and the
amount of financial losses suf-
fered as a result of online crimes.

The report says many of the
breaches have been tied to crimi-
nal organizations operating out
of locations including Russia,
Ukraine, China and Nigeria.

“Their impact is tremendous,
in the hundreds of millions of
dollars from small businesses,
mom-and-pop operations, who
lose their very existence to a fi-
nancial crime, to a scheme that’s
being origined out of Romania,
out of Egypt, out of Israel, out of
parts well off of our shores,” Los
Angeles police Assistant Chief
Michel R. Moore said at the news
conference.

California’s gross domestic
product of $2 trillion, along with
its significant foreign trade activ-
ity and its border with Mexico,
also make the state a target for
international money-laundering
schemes.

The report estimates that more
than $30 billion is laundered
through the state economy each
year.

Tom Spaper, THe Assury Park (N.J.) Press/AP

Firefighters work to put out a fire at the Mariner’s Cove Inn in Point Pleasant Beach, N.J., early Friday.

NJ motel fire investigated

Cause not known of early morning blaze that killed 4, injured 8

By WAYNE PARRY
The Associated Press

POINT PLEASANT BEACH, N.J. — An early
morning trip to the bathroom saved Joe Frystock’s
life.

The New Jersey man lost his home in Superstorm
Sandy and had been staying in temporary accom-
modations since then. Early Friday morning, he was
among 40 people staying at a Point Pleasant Beach
motel when a raging fire broke out, killing four peo-
ple and injuring eight.

Investigators ramped up their probe into the cause
of the fire on Saturday, but a determination is not ex-
pected for several days.

Frystock, who has diabetes and frequently has to
use the bathroom, said he woke up early Friday to
find the motel ablaze. As he fled to safety, he pounded
on doors and windows, warning fellow motel resi-
dents to get out.

He left with the clothes on his back, his insulin kit
and nothing more. “I lost everything — again — but
I'm alive,” he said.

He said his home in nearby Brick, N.J., was flood-
ed with 6 feet of water during Superstorm Sandy that
tore through his deck “like it was tissue paper.” He
has lived in rental properties since the storm.

“It’s been an Odyssey ever since Oct. 29, 2012,” he
said, referring to the date of the destructive storm.
“We secured other housing but that fell through”
because of the possible threat of additional flooding
in the future. “Now everything is gone for a second
time,” he said.

Frystock and the other occupants of the Mariner’s
Cove Motor Inn were given temporary shelter in
other motels in Point Pleasant Beach on Friday.

An intense investigation into the cause of the early

CourTEesy oF THE Ocean County (N.J.) ProsecuTors OFFICE/AP

The inn’s residents include Superstorm Sandy
victims who were staying there because their
homes remain uninhabitable.

morning blaze began Friday afternoon after the last
of the four bodies was removed and taken away for an
autopsy. The victims had not been positively identi-
fied Friday.

Investigators used dogs specially trained to react
to the presence of gasoline or other petroleum prod-
ucts that might have been used to start or accelerate
a fire. The dogs sniffed at charred items and building
debris at the curb and alongside the motel’s outdoor
swimming pool but showed no obvious reaction to
anything.

The blaze was the second major fire at the Jersey
shore in seven months, following a September blaze
that destroyed about a third of the boardwalk in Sea-
side Heights and Seaside Park.

NJ teen
climbs
spire of
1 WTC

By JENNIFER PELTZ
AND DaviD PORTER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A teenage
thrill-chaser slipped through a
fence, eluded a security guard and
climbed to the top of 1 World Trade
Center, authorities said Thursday
as concerns swirled about a seem-
ingly audacious breach at what is
supposed to be one of the world’s
most secure sites.

Justin Casquejo, 16, was de-
scribed by a friend as an adven-
ture-seeker who loves to climb

precarious
r places.Casque-
1 went Jo spent about
to th two hours
e earlylastSun-
rooftop day atop the
and symbolic and

- unfinished

climbed 1,776-foot
tower, au-
the ladder thorities said.
all the He’s not ac-
way to the cused of doing
tel y any damage,
antenna. but the al-
Justin leged  esca-
Casquejo pade stirred

what-ifs about
the notion of
someone being able to infiltrate
the nation’s tallest skyscraper.

“Obviously, it was shocking and
troubling,” said Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, “and I don’t know how possibly
it could have happened.”

Casquejo was being held with-
out bail after an arraignment
Monday on a criminal trespass-
ing charge. His lawyer, Pamela
Griffith, declined to comment.
Nobody answered the door Thurs-
day at his Weehawken, N.J., home,
and an effort to reach him through
someone who answered a possible
phone number for him wasn’t im-
mediately successful.

Casquejo told police he simply
walked around the construction
site and found a way through the
scaffolding around 4 am., ac-
cording to a court complaint. He
squeezed through a 1-foot opening
in a fence, said Joe Pentangelo, a

k for the Port Author-

Calif. authorities find 3 starving children

The Associated Press

SALINAS, Calif. —Three starv-
ing children — including one who
was chained to the floor to pre-
vent her from getting food — have
been found in the squalid home of
a Northern California couple, au-
thorities said.

All three — two boys and a girl
— were taken into protective cus-
tody, and one was hospitalized,
Monterey County Sheriff Scott
Miller said Friday.

Authorities discovered them in
the Salinas, Calif., home on March
14 after two of the young people

missed appointments, according
to several published reports.

“It was a particularly heinous
case,” Miller told the Monterey
Herald. The children had “hardly
eaten for months.”

The boys are 3 and S years old,
and the girl is 8, authorities said,
and they all exhibited bruises and
signs of other physical as well as
emotional abuse.

The girl, who appeared to have
suffered the most extreme abuse,
was chained to the floor to prevent
her from getting any food, they

id.

said.
“It seems that the little girl was

the major target of this abuse,”
Miller continued, adding that she
looked “like a concentration camp
victim.” The girl was in the hospi-
tal for about five days, he said, and
seemed “traumatized.”

Eraca Dwan Craig, 31, and
Christian Jessica Deana, 44, were
both arrested at the scene on sus-
picion of felony child cruelty, false
imprisonment and other charges.

The women, who are domestic
partners, were both arraigned in
Monterey County Court on Tues-
day and are scheduled for a pre-
liminary hearing on March 28.

ity of New York and New Jersey
police.

The court complaint quotes
Casquejo as saying he climbed to
the sixth floor, rode an elevator
to the 88th and took the stairs to
the 104th. There, he got past an
inattentive security guard, a pri-
vate contractor employee who has
since been fired, Pentangelo said.

Casquejo told police, “I went to
the rooftop and climbed the lad-
der all the way to the antenna,” ac-
cording to the complaint.

WABC-TV reported that he took
pictures from the top of the build-
ing. Authorities said they were
trying to determine his motive. He
was arrested in the building by a
port authority police officer, and
his camera and cellphone were
seized, Pentangelo said.
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ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO JR./AP

An elderly Communist Party supporter holds a banner depicting Soviet dictator Josef Stalin during a rally
Saturday in support of Crimea’s joining Russia near Red Square in Moscow.

Are tougher penalties
against Russia to come?

By DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. penal-
ties against a Russian bank and
the Kremlin’s inner circle have
pinched Moscow, but their effec-
tiveness is in doubt if the goal is
to get President Vladimir Putin to
roll back his forces from Crimea
or to prevent more land grabs.

Putin has mocked the punitive
steps President Barack Obama
has taken so far.

He made jokes of Obama’s de-
cision to freeze the assets of busi-
nessmen with close ties to Putin,
as well as Bank Rossiya, which
provides them support. Putin re-
taliated with travel restrictions
onnine U.S. officials and lawmak-
ers, including Sen. John McCain.
“I guess this means my spring
break in Siberia is off,” said Mc-
Cain, R-Ariz.

For now, Putin said there is no
need for further Russian moves,
even as his Foreign Ministry
said Moscow would “respond
harshly.”

Putin claims to have no plans for

further incursions into Ukraine or
elsewhere in the region. But he’s
not planning to reverse Russia’s
annexation of Crimea, either.

The U.S. and Europe are left to
consider the possibility of tough-
er measures on Russia’s energy
and banking sectors. That could
backfire if Moscow seized Ameri-
can or other foreign assets or cut
exports of natural gas to Europe,
which is heavily dependent on
Russia for energy.

“If Russia doesn’t do anything
other than what they’ve done
so far with Crimea, I think the
Obama administration will prob-
ably stand pat with the sanctions
that it has already imposed,” said
Richard Fontaine, president of
the Washington-based Center for
aNew American Security.

“I think they are waiting to see
if this is the end of the Russian ad-
venturism, or if there is more to
come, and then they will react with
more sanctions accordingly.”

By taking a step-by-step ap-
proach, the U.S. is giving Russia
a chance to resolve the crisis,

Fontaine said. “The problem with
that is that Putin has shown abso-
lutely no appetite to take any off-
ramp,” he said.

Just the threat of harsher pen-
alties has dimmed the outlook for
the fragile Russian economy. Rus-
sian stocks were under pressure
Friday as a second credit rating
agency put the country on notice
of a possible downgrade. Visa and
MasterCard stopped serving two
Russian banks, including Bank
Rossiya.

The Russian stock market has
lost more than 10 percent this
month.

Also on Friday, Russia said it
might scrap plans to tap inter-
national markets for money this
year.

The European Union imposed
penalties against 12 more people
Friday, brmgmg its list of those
facing visa bans and asset freezes
to more than 30. They include one
of Russia’s deputy prime min-
isters, two Putin advisers and
the speakers of both houses of
parliament.

Ukrainian air base
in Crimea stormed

The Associated Press

BELBEK AIR BASE, Crimea
— Pro-Russian forces stormed
a Ukrainian air force base in
Crimea, firing shots and smash-
ing through concrete walls with
armored personnel carriers. At
least one person was wounded,
the base commander said.

An APC also smashed open
the front gate of the Belbek base
near the port city of Sevastopol,
according to footage provided by
the Ukrainian Defense ministry.
Two ambulances arrived and
then departed shortly after, and
at least one of them was carrying
what appeared to be a wounded
person, an Associated Press jour-
nalist said.

The Ukrainian commander of
the base, Yuliy Mamchur, said
there was at least one injury. He
called his men together, they
sang the Ukrainian national an-
them and then stood at ease. He
said they are going to turn over
their weapons.

Russian forces have been seiz-
ing Ukrainian military facilities
for several days in the Black Sea
peninsula, which voted a week
ago to secede and join Russia.

Elsewhere, more than 5,000
pro-Russia residents of a major
city in Ukraine’s east demon-
strated in favor of holding a refer-

endum on whether to seek to split
off and become part of Russia.

The rally in Donetsk came less
than a week after the Ukrainian
region of Crimea approved seces-
sion in a referendum regarded as
illegitimate by Western countries.
After the referendum, Russia for-
mally annexed Crimea.

With Crimea now effectively
under the control of Russian forc-
es, which ring Ukrainian military
bases on the strategic Black Sea
peninsula, concern is rising that
Ukraine’s eastern regions will
agitate for a similar move.

Russia has brought large mili-
tary contingents to areas near
the border with eastern Ukraine.
Russian President Vladimir Putin
has said there is no intention to
move into eastern Ukraine, but
the prospect of violence between
pro- and anti-secession groups in
the east could be used as a pre-
text for sending in troops.

Eastern Ukraine is the heart-
land of Ukraine’s economically
vital heavy industry and mining.
It’s also the support base for Vik-
tor Yanukovych, the Ukrainian
president who fled to Russia last
month after three months of pro-
tests in the capital, Kiev, trig-
gered by his decision not to sign
an agreement with the European
Union.

IVAN SEKRETAREV/AP
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Russia hopeful for efforts of observers from European agency

By NATALIYA VASILYEVA
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia’s foreign
ministry said on Saturday that
it hopes a monitoring mission in
Ukraine will help ease the ten-
sions in Ukraine.

Ukraine was engulfed in anti-
government rallies for three

months before President Vik-
tor Yanukovych fled the country
and the interim government was
appointed.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Alexander Lukashevich said in a
statement on Friday that Moscow
hopes that the 200-strong team of
the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe “will help

to overcome the internal Ukraini-
an crisis” and ensure the respect
for human rights there.

Russia had raised concerns
about the situation in Russian-
speaking south-eastern regions
including the Black Sea peninsu-
la of Crimea. Moscow on Friday
formally sealed Crimea’s an-
nexation less than a week after a

referendum that overwhelmingly
voted to join Russia.

Pro-Russian forces last week
stopped OSCE military observ-
ers from entering Crimea. The
organization on Friday did not
specify whether the observ-
ers will go to Crimea. U.S. chief
envoy Daniel Baer said the ob-
servers should have access to

the territory because Crimea
remains Ukrainian to the rest of
the world.

Lukashevich said on Saturday
insisted that the OSCE’s mission
“will reflect the new political and
legal order and will not cover
Crimea and Sevastopol which be-
came part of Russia.”
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US first lady
in China uses
soft touch on
thorny issues

By KrissaH THOMPSON
The Washington Post

BEIJING — On the heels of
a meeting here with China’s
president and his wife, Michelle
Obama on Saturday will discuss
the importance of the free ex-
change of ideas on the Internet,
gently rebuking China by com-
paring its practices to those in the
United States.

The U.S. first lady will also
broach the issue of censorship
from a personal vantage point
— discussing the criticism that
surfaces about herself and her
husband as part of the robust pub-
lic dialogue in the United States,
aides said.

“It can be messy,” said Tina
Tchen, the first lady’s chief of
staff. “She and her husband have
certainly experienced it, but
would not trade it for the world.”

The planned remarks at Peking
University illustrate Obama’s de-
cidedly soft-diplomacy approach
during her week-long trip to
China, sending gentle messages
on a few thorny issues while
avoiding any hint of lecturing.

The first lady made clear from
the outset that she had not come to
China to raise political dander or
give a speech about tensions be-
tween the two nations. She is “not
a lecturer in any setting,” Tchen
said, adding that Obama plans to
speak from her own experience.

Itis a fine line to walk in a coun-
try where online services such as
Twitter are made inaccessible
and news websites are routinely
blocked.

Cheng Li, director of the John
L. Thornton China Center at the
Brookings Institution, said he
hopes Obama will find a way to
discuss American values with-
out embarrassing the Chinese,
attempting persuasion through
personality.

“Humiliation or lecturing the
Chinese in the public domain
are things we should avoid,” Li
said. “You will make the Chinese
very suspicious and angry. It hu-
miliates the nation, the general
public.”

But human rights activists
wonder whether Obama’s subtle
message will be loud enough to
get through. Hu Jia, a dissident
who has been arrested for partici-
pating in protests, said he would
like Obama to be bolder and meet
‘with someone such as Liu Xia, the
wife of Nobel Peace Prize winner
Liu Xiaobo, one of China’s most
well-known democracy activists.

“As the promoter of American
values, and the wife of the Nobel
Peace Prize winner, a public fig-
ure who attracts tremendous at-
tention, maybe visiting Liu Xia is
too much because it may damage
the U.S.-China relations, but she
canask someone to send an invita-
tion to invite Liu Xia [to] an event
she hosted,” Hu said. “It doesn’t
cost much, but a little gesture like
that may be a great help.”

Libyan militias from towns throughout the country’s west parade through Tripoli in 2012. Since the
country’s civil war in 2011, militias have grown in power to the point where they even strong-arm

parliament.

In Libya, it’s guns gone wild

Out-of-control arms trafficking fuels unrest in region

By MAGGIE MICHAEL
The Associated Press

TRIPOLI, Libya — At the heart of the Libyan
capital, the open-air Fish Market was once a place
where residents went to buy everything from meat
and seafood to clothes and pets. Now it’s Tripoli’s
biggest arms market, with tables displaying pistols
and assault rifles. Ask a vendor, and he can pull
out bigger machine guns that sell for thousands of
dollars.

Libya, where hundreds of militias hold sway and
the central government is virtually powerless, is
awash in millions of weapons with no control over
their trafficking. The arms free-for-all fuels not
only Libya’s instability but also stokes conflicts
around the region as guns are smuggled through
the country’s wide-open borders to militants fight-
ing in insurgencies and wars stretching from Syria
to West Africa.

The lack of control is at times stunning. Last
month, militia fighters stole a planeload of weapons
sent by Russia for Libya’s military when it stopped
to refuel at Tripoli International Airport on route
to a base in the south. The fighters surrounded the
plane on the tarmac and looted the shipment of auto-
matic weapons and ammunition, Hashim Bishr, an
official with a Tripoli security body under the Inte-
rior Ministry, told The Associated Press.

In a further indignity, the fighters belonged to a
militia officially assigned by the government to pro-
tect the airport, since regular forces are too weak
to doit.

Only a few weeks earlier, another militia seized
a weapons’ shipment that landed at Tripoli’s Mitiga
Airport meant for the military’s 1st Battalion, Bishr
said. Among the weapons were heavy anti-aircraft
guns, which are a pervasive weapon among the mi-
litias and are usually mounted on the back of pickup
trucks.

The weapons chaos has alarmed Europe and the
United States. At a conference in Rome this month,
Western and Arab diplomats, including U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry, pressed Libyan officials to
reach some political consensus so the international
community can help the government collect weap-
ons and rebuild the military and police.

The problem is that Europe and the U.S. simply
don’t know who to talk to in Libya, a Western diplo-
mat in Tripoli told the AP.

“It’s about whether they are capable of receiving

the help,” he said, speaking on condition of anonym-
ity to talk about the discussions at the conference.
He pointed to an international effort to build storage
houses in which to collect weapons in the western
Libyan town of Gharyan. That project has stumbled,
he said, because of the problem of determining “who
is in charge and whom we work with.”

The 42-year rule of Libyan strongman Moammar
Gadhafi left the country without solid political insti-
tutions. Since his fall and death in the 2011 civil war,
the instability has only spiraled. The rebel brigades
that formed to fight him have turned into powerful
militias, many based on tribe, region, city or even
neighborhood, that often battle each other as they
carve out zones of
control. Some have
hard-line  Islamist
or even al-Qaida-in-
spired ideologies.

The militias out-
gun the military
and police, which
were shattered in
the civil war. The
government has to

take up security

duties at airports, hire militias to take
up security duties at

seap_orts’ airports, seaports,
hospitals and hospitals and gov-
government ernment buildings.
ity A militia assigned to
bulldmgs' protect oil facilities

in the east turned
around and took over the facilities last year, de-
manding greater autonomy for the country’s eastern
region, and the vital oil industry has been virtually
shut down since.

Libya’s politicians are themselves deeply divided,
broadly along Islamist and anti-Islamist lines, each
backed by rival militias, turning politics into an
armed conflict. Militias, for example, have besieged
parliament to force passage of particular laws and
once briefly kidnapped the prime minister.

Smuggling abroad is also big business. Abdel-
Basit Haroun, a former top intelligence official, said
tribes and militias that control the eastern, western,
and southern borders are engaged in arms smug-
gling. A report released in March by United Na-
tions Panel of Experts said weapons that originated
in Libya were found in 14 countries, often reaching
militant groups.

Double bombing kills at
least 7 people in Iraq

BAGHDAD — Iraqgi officials
said a double bombing has killed
seven people in a city north of
Baghdad.

Police said the attack took
place on Saturday morning, when
a roadside bomb exploded in a
commercial street in the north-
ern city of Tikrit. Minutes later,
a car bomb struck policemen who
had arrived to inspect the first
blast.

The officials said five police-
men and two civilians were killed
and 18 people were wounded in
the bombings. Tikrit is 80 miles
north of Baghdad.

Syria: Army ambushes
rebels from Jordan

BEIRUT — Syrian state media
said government forces have
ambushed a group of rebels who
crossed into the country from
neighboring Jordan and Kkilled
several of the fighters.

SANA news agency said on Sat-
urday that the rebels were mem-
bers of the al-Qaida-linked Nusra
Front.

It said they were attacked near
the town of Adra, northeast of Da-
mascus, and that most of the reb-
els died in the ambush. The report
said their weapons were seized.

Opposition activists also re-
ported a government attack on
rebels in Adra. The Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said the ambush occurred
late Friday and that at least 10
people were killed.

Seoul says 30 rockets
launched by N. Korea

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea launched 30 short-range
rockets into the sea off its east
coast Saturday, South Korea said,
in the latest in a series of appar-
ent protests against ongoing U.S.-
South Korean military drills.

Such  short-range launches
are normally seen as routine,
but there have been an unusual
number this year coinciding with
the annual, routine war drills
by Washington and Seoul that
North Korea claims are invasion
preparation.

week ago, North Korea
launched 25 rockets with a range
of about 44 miles, South Korea
said, and earlier this month a
North Korean artillery launch
happened minutes before a Chi-
nese plane reportedly carrying
202 people flew in the same area.

3 Palestinians killed in
clash with Israeli army

JENIN, West Bank — Israeli
troops killed three Palestinians
in an early morning raid that was
followed by a clash with angry
protesters in a West Bank town
on Saturday, the military and Pal-
estinian security officials said, in
the deadliest incident in months.

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas’ office condemned
the violence, calling it “part of
an Israeli policy that aims to de-
stroy everything,” and asked the
American administration to in-
tervene to save the peace talks.
From The Associated Press
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Gun now at coffee shop
for barista defense
SPOKANE — The

w next robber who tries
to hold up Jitterz Java in Spokane
is likely to face a gun.

After three robberies in a
month, the owner says there al-
ways will be a gun at the coffee
stand.

Owner Sara Chapel said some
of her employees are already
bringing their own guns to work.

On Sunday, a man aggres-
sively tried to open a window
and appeared to have a gun. The
barista kept the window locked,
grabbed her gun and called po-
lice. The man took off before po-
lice arrived.

Sleepy man’s ‘gun’
turns out to be a tattoo
M NORRIDGEWOCK

— Police armed with
assault rifles descended on a
man’s home after members of
a tree removal crew he'd told to
clear off his property reported
that he had a gun.

Turns out the “gun” the tree
crew had seen on Michael Smith
was just a life-sized tattoo of a
handgun on his stomach.

Smith, who works nights, was
asleep when the tree crew con-
tracted by a utility to trim branch-
es near power lines, woke him up
about 10 a.m. Tuesday.

He went outside shirtless and
yelled at the workers to leave.
When he’s not wearing a shirt,
the tattoo looks like a gun tucked
into his waistband.

Smith said the tattoo has never
been a problem before.

Police didn’t charge him.

University system

THE CENSUS

$5,500

The value of an autographed wrestling shoe once worn by Hulk Hogan that was stolen from
the professional wrester’s Clearwater, Fla., shop on Sunday and has been returned. Police say
a Michigan woman called the store Thursday, saying she wanted to return the shoe and that
she “had done a stupid thing.” No charges have been filed, but an investigation continues.

BENIAM /N
FRANK/ 174
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ban

approves tob

G ATLANTA — The
Georgia Board of Re-

gents has voted to implement a

system-wide ban on the use of all

forms of tobacco products.

University System of Geor-
gia officials said in a statement
‘Wednesday that the ban also will
apply to events being hosted by
institutions within the system.

Vice Chancellor for Human
Resources Marion Fedrick said
University System officials feel
responsible for promoting the
health and well-being of students,
staff and visitors.

Officials said enforcement of
the policy will be left up to the
presidents of each institution and
that visitors who don’t comply
with the policy may be asked to
leave campus.

Officials said the University
System of Georgia also will pro-
vide information on tobacco ces-
sation for those looking for help.

Real-life superhero in
trouble after publicity
FLINT — Publicity

M over a dispute between
two men over leadership of a cos-
tumed band of self-professed su-
perheroes ended up getting one of
them into trouble again.

Adam Besso, who hails from
the Detroit area and is nicknamed
“Bee Sting,” pleaded guilty

Being Ben

Shayna Conley adjusts her tricorn hat Tt i

as she j
researched famous Americans of their choice, created posters of facts,

learned.

last month to leaving Michigan
without permission of his proba-
tion agent. He’s to be sentenced
March 31.

Besso said authorities should
have better things to do than pur-
sue him. Probation officials in
part cited Facebook posts.

In an article in early Febru-
ary by The Detroit News, Besso
also indicated that he drove with
a suspended license. The article
highlighted a rift between Besso
and Mark Williams, who dresses
up as Batman to patrol the north-
ern Michigan community of
Petoskey.

Police make arrests in
Kiss mask vandalism
N j SADDLE BROOK — Po-
lice have arrested two
teenagers and identified two oth-
ers suspected of trashing more
than two dozen cars while wear-
ing masks similar to the makeup
used by the rock group Kiss.
Saddle Brook police say the

four caused $40,000 in damage at
SB Maaco Auto Body Shop earlier

this month.

Two of the boys are from Gar-
field and the others are from Elm-
wood Park and Rochelle Park.

Their names have not been re-
leased because they’re juveniles.

Security video showed the
four used metal pipes, a fire ex-
tinguisher and a shovel to smash
windshields and windows during
a 20-minute rampage.

The white masks feature black
stars over the eye area.

Police say driver tried
escaping, crashed twice

CAVENDISH — Ver-
mont police say when
they tried to pull over a woman,
she didn’t comply, crashed twice,
fled on foot and hid in a brook be-
hind a pile of snow and ice.
Police said Elizabeth Stuart of
North Pomfret did not stop when
troopers activated their siren on
Route 131 in Perkinsville. She
eventually lost control of her ve-
hicle while police were in pursuit
and crashed into the guardrails
before stopping in the road. Ac-

Mike LawRence, THE GLEANER/AP

Franklin in a Wax Museum in Henderson, Ky. Third-grade students
i and wrote that refl what they

cording to police, she refused to
exit the vehicle and began driv-
ing. She crashed again, this time
into a telephone pole.

Police said Stuart fled and hid
in a brook, behind a snow pile, be-
fore they located her.

Stuart received treatment for
hypothermia. Police said she was
cited for leaving the scene of an
accident and other violations.

Girl discharges pepper
spray canister in class
N LAS CRUCES — A
student  discharged
a pepper spray canister in a Las
Cruces middle school classroom,
resultinginseveral students need-
ing treatment for inflammation.
Police said preliminary infor-
mation indicates the girl got the
canister from another student and
may not have known what it was.
No serious injuries to the teach-
er and 26 students in the eighth-
grade classroom were reported as
result of the Thursday incident.
The classroom was evacuated
and school maintenance person-

nel used a large fan to disperse
the pepper spray.

Man falls through ice
while trying to save dog
N ROXBURY — Two fire-
fighters came to the aid
of a man who fell through the ice
on a northern New Jersey lake
while trying to rescue his dog.

Roxbury police that the S7-
year-old township resident went
into Horseshoe Lake about 3:30
p.m. Sunday. He was taken to a
hospital for treatment, but his
injuries were not believed to be
life-threatening.

‘The man was about 30 feet from
the shore when he fell through
the ice. He had gone after his dog,
who was able to rescue himself.

The two firefighters soon re-
sponded and quickly made their
way onto the ice. The man was
pulled from the water moments
later.

The man’s name was not
released.

From wire reports
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A sea otter swims in the bay last month near the ferry dock in Valdez, Alaska.

Clockwise from above left: Crude
oil from the 987-foot tanker Exxon
Valdez swirls on the surface of
Alaska’s Prince William Sound near
Naked Island after the March 24,
1989, spill; a sea otter is spoibd
swimming in Valdez harbor after
the spill; an oil-soaked bird gets an
examination.

A quarter-century later, effects
of Exxon Valdez spill still linger

By DaN JoLING
The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Be-
fore the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill in 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico,
there was the Exxon Valdez di-
saster in Alaska — at the time the
largest oil spill in the U.S.

The 987-foot tanker, carry-
ing 53 million gallons of crude,
struck Bligh Reef at 12:04 a.m. on
March 24, 1989. Within hours, it
unleashed an estimated 10.8 mil-
lion gallons of thick, toxic crude
oil into the water. Storms and cur-
rents then smeared it over 1,300
miles of shoreline.

For a generation of people
around the world, the spill was
seared into their memories by im-
ages of fouled coastline in Prince
William Sound — of sea otters,
herring and birds soaked in oil,
of workers painstakingly washing
crude off the rugged beaches.

Twenty-five years later, most
of the species have recovered,
said Robert Spies, a chief science
adviser to governments on the oil
spill restoration program from
1989 to 2002. But some wildlife, as
well as the people who live in the
region, are still struggling.

Here’s a look at what’s changed
since the spill:

Fishermen

Bernie Culbertson was prepar-
ing to fish cod when the Exxon
Valdez ran aground. With oil
in the water, fishing came to a
standstill and life for he and other
fishermen drastically changed.

“The bottom fell out of the price
of fish,” he said. Pink salmon that
sold for 80 cents per pound fell
to 8 cents per pound. Consum-
ers turned to farm fish or tuna
out of fear of tainted salmon. His
boat caught 2.5 million pounds of
pinks one season and lost money.

Culbertson turned to other fish-
eries, traveling as far as Califor-
nia. Fishing 12 months a year, his
marriage failed. Friends couldn’t
repay loans and lost boats or
homes. Exxon compensation
checks, minus what fishermen
earned on spill work, arrived too
late for many.

The fisheries today are not the
same. “The shrimp are slowly,
slowly coming back. The crab
aren’t back. The herring aren’t
back. The salmon are back in
abundance,” he said.

Industry

At the time of the spill, compla-
cency among government officials
and the oil industry had set in after
a dozen years of safe shipments,
said Mark Swanson, director of
the Prince William Sound Region-
al Citizens Advisory Council and a
former Coast Guard officer.

When the tanker ran aground,
for instance, spill response equip-
ment was buried under snow.
Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. in
1989 had 13 oil skimmers, 5 miles
of boom and storage capacity for
220,000 gallons of spilled oil.

Now, Alyeska has 108 skim-
mers, 49 miles of boom and on-
water storage capacity of almost
38 million gallons. North Slope oil
must be transported in double-hull
tankers, which must be escorted
by two tugs. Radar monitors the
vessel’s position as well as that of
icebergs.

The company conducts two
major spill drills each year, and
nearly 400 local fishing boat
owners are trained to deploy and
maintain boom.

Pacific herring

After the spill, the population of
herring crashed. It is now listed
as “not recovering.” The silvery
fish is a key species because it
is eaten by salmon, seabirds and
marine mammals from otters to
whales. Four years after the spill,
the estimated herring population
based on modeling shrunk from
120 metric tons to less than 30
metric tons.

How that happened remains
a question, said Scott Pegau, re-
search program manager for the
Oil Spill Recovery Institute in
Cordova, Alaska.

Here’s what’s known: Adult her-
ring feed on zooplankton, which
crashed for three years after the
spill. With less to eat, herring
may have been more susceptible
to disease normally fended off
within a herring population.

Sea otters

Responders estimated that as
many as 3,000 sea otters died the
first year. Hundreds more died in
the years after of exposure to oil
that persisted in sediment, where
otters dig for clams.

Three factors could have had
an impact on the otters’ ability to
survive. Oiled fur loses insulat-
ing value. Otters ingest oil as they

groom, and researchers years
after the spill found blood chemis-
try evidence consistent with liver
damage.

“One of the lessons we can take
from this is that the chronic ef-
fects of oil in the environment can
persist for decades,” said Brenda
Ballachey, who moved to Alaska
a few months after the spill and
spent the next summer dissecting
sea otter carcasses collected from
beaches and frozen.

The U.S. Geological Survey re-
search biologist is the lead author
of a federal study released last
month that concludes that sea ot-
ters have finally returned to pre-
spill numbers.

‘The shrimp are slowly, slowly
coming back. The crab aren’t
back. The herring aren’t back. The
salmon are back in abundance. 7
Bernie Culbertson

fisherman
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Wal-Mart tool gives competitors’ prices

ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The “Every
Day Low Price” king is trying
to shake up the world of pricing
once again.

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. told
The Associated Press that it has
rolled out an online tool that com-
pares its prices on 80,000 food
and household products — from
canned beans to dishwashing
soap — with those of its competi-
tors. If a lower price is found else-
where, the discounter will refund
the difference to shoppers in the
form of store credit.

The world’s largest retailer
began offering the feature, called
“Savings Catcher,” on its web-
site late last month in seven big
markets that include Dallas, San
Diego and Atlanta. The tool com-
pares advertised prices at retail-
ers with physical stores, not those
at online rivals like Amazon.
com that also offer low prices on
staples.

The move by Wal-Mart, which
has a long history of undercut-

ting competitors, could not only
change the way people shop but
also how other retailers price
their merchandise. After all,
Americans already increasing-
ly are searching for the lowest
prices on their tablets and smart-
phones while in checkout aisles.

Shoppers do this so often that
big retailers that include behe-
moths like Target and Best Buy
have started offering to match
the lower prices of rivals — but
only if shoppers do the research
on their own. The idea behind
Wal-Mart’s online feature, on the
other hand, is to do the legwork
for customers.

Citibank launched a similar
program two years ago that sends
Citi credit card customers a check
for the difference if Citibank
finds a lower price from an online
retailer. But Wal-Mart is the first
traditional retailer to offer such
a program, and if it’s successful,
others may follow.

Ken Perkins, president of re-
tail research firm Retail Met-
rics LLC, said the move will “put

pressure on everyone else to fol-
low suit.” But he and other indus-
try watchers voiced concerns that
the tool doesn’t compare prices of
online retailers.

After sending queries to some
of Wal-Mart’s competitors, it
wasn’t clear on Friday afternoon
whether they planned to follow
the move.

Meanwhile, Wal-Mart said it
wants to see how competitors
and customers respond to the
program, but it doesn’t have any
plans to add online stores to the
test.

Duncan Mac Naughton, chief
merchandising and marketing of-
ficer for Wal-Mart’s U.S. discount
division, told AP that shoppers
are looking for “technological an-
swers to saving them money and
time

Wal Mart built its business on
offering lowest prices on staples
such as milk, bread and laun-
dry detergent. But Wal-Mart’s
“every day low price” model is
under attack from dollar stores
and grocery stores like Kroger,

in addition to the Amazons of
the world. On top of that, the re-
tailer’s primarily lower-income
customers continue to cut back

Military rates
Euro costs (March 24
Dollar buys (March 24)..

British pound (March 247 $1.69
Japanese yen (March 24). 99.00
Sauth Korean won (March 34)....1,652.00

ommercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar
British pound ..

on spending during the
recovery.

As a result, Wal-Mart’s U.S.
discount division recorded its
fourth consecutive quarter of de-
clines in revenue at stores opened
at least a year, a critical yardstick
for measuring a retailer’s health.
The discounter also has seen a
decline in the number of shop-
pers going to its stores.

March 21, 2014

Dow Jones — "28.28
industrials 16,302.77
Nasdaq -42.49
composite 4,276.79

Standard & -5.49
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2000 1,193.73
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nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
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currency. All figures are foreign currencies
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Gyllenhaal doubles down

By MARK OLSEN
Los Angeles Times

‘ovie doubles seem to be

multiplying at an alarming

rate. At last fall’s Toronto

nternational Film Festi-
val, both “Enemy” and “The Double”
grappled with what happens when you
confront your doppelganger, and the
idea appeared again in several films at
the Sundance Film Festival.

With their enigmatic explorations of
identity and persona, these recent films
seem to be grappling with the human is-
sues of the online age.

“Enemy,” currently in U.S. theaters
available on video on demand, also
has its own double, in a way. The film
closely follows the recent release of
“Prisoners,” which was also a collabo-
ration between actor Jake Gyllenhaal

d f De

In movies ... the notion of the double,
and confronting an unknown twin,
has become a time-tested tradition.

In fact, “Enemy” was shot before the
child-abduction procedural of “Prison-
ers,” with Villeneuve moving straight
from production on one into the other.
Post-production on the two was done
simultaneously, with Villeneuve rac-
ing to ready both films for Toronto.
When “Enemy” had its world premiere
screening, it was the first time Ville-
neuve himself was watching the fin-
ished print.

In “Enemy,” Gyllenhaal takes on two
roles. As browbeaten history professor
Adam Bell, he watches a movie on the

and Montre enis
Villeneuve, whose French-language
“Incendies” was nominated for the

Academy Award for foreign language
film in 2011.

“It’s always strange, that kind of mo-
mentum toward an idea,” said Ville-
neuve of the recent rash of doubles in
movies. “In some ways, the double is
like a genre unto itself. In the novel, it
has been explored a lot.”

In movies, from “The Parent Trap”
to “Dead Ringers” to the more recent
“Moon,” the notion of the double, and
confronting an unknown twin, has be-
come a time-tested tradition as well.

¢ dation of a and no-
tices a bit player who looks just like him-
self. Once he tracks down the struggling,
handsome actor, Anthony Clair, it sets
both men on a path in which their lives
become forever intertwined, as each
sees something desirable in the other.
As their respective romantic partners,
actresses Melanie Laurent and Sarah
Gadon keep the film rooted in an emo-
tional reality even as the story becomes
more psychologically complex and be-
gins to veer toward the fantastical.

“To me, I've always looked at it as
the difference between the guy you are
when you go to a dinner party and the

guy you are at home,” explained Gyl-
lenhaal of the distinction between the
characters. “I always saw them as the
same person, and Denis would see them
as two different people.”

The film is adapted from the 2004
novel by the late Portuguese Nobel
Prize-winning author Jose Saramago.
The original story is set in the 1980s,
though Villeneuve updates the story to
present-day Toronto. “The movie is a
very free adaptation. I should say the
movie is inspired by the book, it’s not an
adaptation,” Villeneuve said. “Sarama-
go has a very precise and unique style.
‘Enemy’ is an adaptation of the love I
had for the book.”

Working with screenwriter Javier
Gullon, Villeneuve made other changes
to the story as well, including the ad-
dition of a mysterious sex club and
also the imagery of spiders that runs
throughout the film. Though he allows
that he is scared of spiders, Villeneuve
declines to be any more specific about
their inclusion.

“The spiders do have a precise mean-
ing for me, but I think that in order to
respect the enigma and the pleasure
of the audience, I leave every viewer

to find their own interpretations,” he
said. “It’s a luxury I gave myself for this
movie. And for the enigma to stay alive
I can’t say the meaning of the spider.
You have to deal with it yourself.”

The pair first met after Villeneuve
reached out to Gyllenhaal for the role in
“Enemy.” Villeneuve had hoped that the
actor might also be interested in “Pris-
oners,” which was also coming together.
The pairing of actor and director on the
two projects has been a stronger col-
laboration than either expected.

“I had heard of Denis and heard of
‘Incendies, though I hadn’t seen ‘In-
cendies,”” Gyllenhaal said. “And then
Denis sent the script with a note that
was sort of a manifesto. The note said
he couldn’t make anything else until
he made ‘Enemy, and that what I was
about to read was very complex but a
very simple story.”

The doubling effects, scenes in which
Gyllenhaal plays opposite himself,
were done using computerized mo-
tion control technology so any camera
moves could be repeated exactly. Gyl-
lenhaal would record half of his scene,
work with Villeneuve to select the best
takes, switch costumes and then shoot
the other side with audio playback in a
small earpiece.

For Gyllenhaal, the technical aspects
of the production were like “playing
3-D chess.” Despite any complications,
according to Villeneuve, “in truth, the
main special effect in ‘Enemy’ is Jake
Gyllenhaal.”

Jake Gyllenhaal and Melanie
Laurent star in the movie
“Enemy.” Gyllenhaal plays a
man who confronts another
man who looks exactly like him.
Gyllenhaal says the technical

of making the film

were like “playing 3-D chess.”
Ruomsus Mepia/MCT
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Lea Michele

Louder (Columbia)

On some of the songs from her
debut album, Lea Michele is con-
vincing. On others, it’s like she is
acting.

The “Glee” star, known for her
big voice, provides the pipes on
“Louder,” but some songs sound
empty and don’t show much emo-
tion or personality from the 27-
year-old talent.

The dance-flavored title track
is typical and forgettable, as is
“Don’t Let Go.” “Empty Handed,”
co-written by Christina Perri,
comes off like an unimpressive
Coldplay cover, while other songs
echo Kelly Clarkson, but lack the
energy that Clarkson’s learned to
build.

Michele closes with “If You Say
So,” which was inspired by one
of the last conversations she had
with her “Glee” co-star and boy-
friend, Cory Monteith, who died
after overdosing on heroin and
alcohol last year.

The ballad is somewhat chilling
and worth a listen, but while the
rest of “Louder” features a big
voice, most of the time Michele
isn’t saying much.

— Mesfin Fekadu
The Associated Press
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Angel Olsen
Burn Your Fire for No Witness
(Jagjaguwar)

Angel Olsen’s first full-length,
2012’s “Half Way Home,” was a
hushed acoustic affair, intimate
and riveting. Olsen had previous-
ly worked with Bonnie “Prince”
Billy, and that album contained
some of his old-time folk sensi-
bility. “Burn Your Fire for No
Witness,” on the other hand, is
much more aggressive but no less
riveting. The moments of sober
quiet — the haunting “Iota” or
the Leonard Cohen-esque “White
Fire” — contrast with the bitter
cries of “High & Wild,” “Hi-Five”
and “Stars,” songs for reverberat-
ing electric guitars playing insis-
tent chords.

“If there’s one thing I fear / it’s
knowing you're near / but not with
me here,” Olsen sings in “Forgiv-
en/Forgotten.” Over the course
of the song’s brief two minutes,
her voice veers from an accusa-
tion to a plea, from punk anger to
girl-group desperation. These are
songs of discomfort, but Olsen is
at home in them, whether they’re
destabilizing garage rock or lone-
some ballads.

e Klinge
The Phlladelphla Inquirer

Laura Cantrell

No Way There From Here
(Thrift Shop Recordings)

“They’re just working out who
they are,” Laura Cantrell sings
in explaining the title of her new
album’s first song, “All the Girls
Are Complicated.” When it comes
to her music, at least, this alt-
country veteran already has her
own fully formed vision.

On “No Way There From
Here,” the Nashville-born, New
York-based singer-songwriter
uses country as a base for a be-
guiling sound that draws on folk
and pop. It’s a good match for
the grace and nuance of lyrics
that never serve up trite emotion
(the girls really are complicated).
And for all the gentle, beguiling
nature of her clear alto, the brisk
“Beg or Borrow Days” also re-
veals a steely resolve

Nick Cristiano
The Phlladelphla Inquirer

Twin Forks
Twin Forks (Dine Alone)

Chris Carrabba is a far more
versatile musician than anyone
ever expected when he became
one of emo’s breakout stars. Al-
though there’s a huge difference
between Further Seems Forever,
Dashboard Confessional —and
“Twin Forks,” his well-crafted
lyrics and emotional delivery do
tie them all together. With Twin
Forks, which includes Bellmore’s
Suzie Zeldin on vocals and man-
dolin, Carrabba leans toward
the folk of Mumford & Sons and
The Lumineers, especially on
the driving “Can’t Be Broken”
and “Kiss Me Darling.” The best,
hands down, is “Scraping Up the
Pieces,” where he and Zeldin rave
like the American Pogues.

— Glenn Gamboa
The Associated Press

Lake Street Dive

Bad Self Portraits (Signature Sounds)

Lake Street Dive is an indie soul/jazz
outfit, formed at the New England Con-
servatory of Music. The band won fans
with TV appearances on “Late Show with
David Letterman” and “The Colbert Re-
port.” During a Manhattan concert for
the Coen brothers’ film “Inside Llewyn
Davis,” Lake Street stopped the show with
a subtly swinging but folksy take on “You
Go Down Smooth,” with vocalist Rachael
Price leading.

There is rich revivalism in what Price,
Mike Olson (trumpet, guitar), Bridget Ke-

Front: Rachel P

arney (upright bass) and Mike Calabrese
(drums) do, a gutsy post-Beat-Gen sound
with hints of Etta James for sass and class.
“Bad Self Portraits” has the brightness of
a Mark Ronson/Amy Winehouse pairing,
a light into the darkness, as in tracks such
as “Bobby Tanqueray,” in which Price’s
purr is at its cattiest. This is not, howev-
er, a one-woman show. Each band mem-
ber writes songs, the instrumentation is
magnificently unified, and songs such as
“Seventeen” and “Stop Your Crying” are
hand-clapping, harmony-filled call-and-
response gems.
— A.D. Amorosi
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Back, from left: Mike Calabrese, Bridget Kearney and Mik@oﬂ

Jarrop McCase/
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The little blue

By Dawn C. CHMIELEWSKI
AND YVONNE VILLARREAL
Los Angeles Times

n Syfy’s reality competition “Opposite

Worlds,” Twitter put unprecedented power

in the hands of viewers, supplying them with

the ability to reward popular contestants with
a luxurious spa day while punishing others with a
less savory task: cleaning human excrement.

The little blue birdie has fluttered into the writ-
ers room on Fox’s “Sleepy Hollow,” inspiring
one episode to address viewers’ dismay, voiced
loudly on Twitter, over the central character’s
Revolutionary War-era attire. For a humorous
few moments, Ichabod Crane doffs his period
costume for a pair of uncomfortably contempo-
rary skinny jeans.

These shows are just a sample of the
sorts of experimentation being done as
network executives and producers navi-
gate social media (and interactivity) to
attract viewers to the living room TV
and keep them engaged. About one-
third of all prime-time shows employ
some Twitter element — from NBC’s
“The Voice,” which lets viewers
turn to Twitter to “save” perform-
ers whom judges have eliminated,
to ABC’s “Scandal,” whose actors
converse online with viewers as each
episode is telecast. Twitter cemented
its reputation as TV’s favorite follower
during the Oscar telecast when host
Ellen DeGeneres’ star-studded selfie
set a record for most retweets.

In a nutshell: @Twitter is
#trendingwithTV more than ever
b4.

“What has popped up in the
last five years is TV viewers
have a connection to show
runners and actors that is more
immediate and transparent,”
said Geoffrey Long, who ex-
plores transmedia experiences for
University of Southern California’s
Annenberg Innovation Lab.
“There’s an active dialogue that is
no longer heavily one-sided. We’re
still in the early stages of how that
changes things.”

The social network has carefully
cultivated the Twitter-T'V association.
The San Francisco company forged a
partnership with Nielsen to produce rat-
ings based on the audience for TV-related
conversations. It struck partnerships with major
networks, including CBS, NBC, Fox and ESPN as
well as with sports leagues. Advertisers similarly

have jumped into Twitter’s nest, with major brands

including Budweiser, Coca-Cola, Doritos, Honda
and H&M all incorporating Twitter hashtags as
part of their Super Bowl ad campaigns.

“It’s past experimental for many agencies.

It’s proven to drive engagement at scale,” said
Mike Margolin, senior vice president of audience
strategy for Santa Monica-based RPA, Honda’s ad
agency.

Twitter’s head of television, Fred Graver, said
85 percent of the network shows that premiered
last fall were accompanied by live tweeting, and
30 percent to 40 percent of prime-time shows
continue to maintain a presence on the social
network. Hashtags are plastered on corners of the
TV screen, not-so-subtly guiding viewers on their
episodic tweeting adventure.

Television network executives have sought to
reach viewers on a variety of social media plat-
forms, from Facebook to visually oriented sites
such as Instagram and Pinterest. With some 241
million people using Twitter each month, net-
works have been encouraging actors such as Sarah
Michelle Gellar of CBS’ “The Crazy Ones” and
Natasha Lyonne of Netflix’s “Orange Is the New
Black” to join the digital bandwagon to help build
buzz; of course, not everyone has given way to peer

IN A NUTSHELL:

@Twitter is
#trendingwithTV

more than
ever b4.

birdie

ESTV

pressure (some holdouts: Andy Samberg of Fox’s
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine,” the cast of NBC’s “The
Blacklist”).

Misha Collins, who plays the angel Castiel on the
long-running CW drama “Supernatural,” said so-
cial media has contributed to the show’s longevity.
He said Jared Padalecki and Jensen Ackles, who
play brothers following in their father’s footsteps
as demon hunters, cultivated a connection with
fans when the show premiered in 2005.

“Jared and Jensen started going to fan conven-
tions early on. It fed this live interaction with the
fans,” said Collins, who has amassed a following of
1.3 million people on Twitter. “When I came on, I
started a Twitter account. That sort of moved that
live interaction into the virtual environment.”
And it’s not just the stars — the creative
minds behind TV’s most popular shows
have awoken from their deep slumber to
the sound of the chirping. Some writers
rooms have adopted Twitter accounts
to engage with viewers, cognizant of
its pervasiveness and how it applies to

21st-century storytelling.

“It’s become an essential part of
our storytelling and our shows,” said
Alex Kurtzman, executive producer
of “Sleepy Hollow.” “There (once was)
a distinction between that thing that
used to be off to the side, and other

people handled, and the
way we're actually
breaking stories in the
room for the episodes
that air on television.
It’s all part of the
same process now.”
The show’s writers
take turns tweet-
ing during each
broadcast, open-
ing the door to
the writers room
and giving viewers
insights into story
choices and character
motivation.

The writers pay
attention to fan discus-
sions — and in some
cases, have introduced
plot elements in response to

comments about the show, a modern

retelling of Washington Irving’s “The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”

Crane’s appearance in skinny jeans

was a signal to the viewers that the writ-
ers were paying attention to their com-
ments. “We all felt very strongly that it’s like
asking Superman to take off his cape. Then
he’s not Superman,” Kurtzman said. “But there

were so many people online who had so much to
say about his clothes, we sat down in the writers
room and tried to come up with creative ways to ad-
dress those concerns.”

The backlash on Twitter and on other online
platforms was part of what prompted “The Good
Wife” writers to wrap up more quickly a story line
involving Kalinda (Archie Punjabi) and her myste-
rious estranged husband in Season 4.

Long foresees a day when the format of the me-
dium — 140 or fewer characters — influences how
beats of a story are told. “I think what we’re going
to see more and more of, are TV writers thinking
and writing in ways that lend themselves to quot-
ability and spreadability,” he said.
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% o4 Art imitating life

Tyler Perry’s aunt inspiration for new film

By Rick BENTLEY
The Fresno Bee

t S years old, Tyler Perry knew

that he wanted to be so success-

ful when he grew up that he

could take care of his mother.
His determination never wavered, and he’s
now one of the most prolific writer/ direc-
tor/actors working, with multiple TV series
on the air and his latest movie, “The Single
Moms Club.”

It wasn’t until his mother, Willie Maxine
Perry, died in 2009, that Perry realized
striving for success just for his mother
wasn’t the wisest thing to do.

“I did everything for my mother. I sac-
rificed my entire life for her. It worked out
because it drove me to success because
I wanted to be the kid who made it. But
‘when my mother died, it left me so empty.
1 didn’t have any of this on my own. There
was no success for myself,” Perry says.
“It was great. I had it. But, it was all about
her. So I had to find a way to refocus.”

The result of that focus is “The Single
Moms Club,” which looks at five women
— played by Nia Long, Cocoa Brown,
Amy Smart, Wendi McLendon-Covey
and Zulay Henao — from different back-
grounds who are pushed together. They
soon discover they have one thing in com-
mon: raising children on their own.

It was Perry’s aunt who served as the
inspiration for “The Single Moms Club.”

“My aunt raised four boys by herself.
She never took welfare a day in her life.
She never begged anybody for anything.

But she always made it her own way,”
Perry says. “She raised these four boys by
herself. I started thinking about her life.
This is my homage to her and every single
mother out there.”

Perry says “Single Moms Club” isn’t a
“woe is me” movie about single mothers.
He’s written about a group of women who
are doing what they have to do for their
kids and the support they give each other.
He’s a strong believer in the idea that it
takes a village to raise a child.

Family is a familiar theme for a Perry
movie. Although he’s heard complaints
that all of his movies have a similar voice,
he thinks each one has had something
different to say. What they often say re-
flects Perry’s Christian beliefs, whether
it be full-blown comedy like any of the
“Madea” movies or something that has a
more dramatic edge such as “The Single
Mom’s Club.”

“I usually like to do something re-
ally stupid and silly and fun after I have
done something really heavy. I remember
thinking after shooting ‘For Colored Girls’
and ‘Alex Cross’ that this was really dark
and taking me down too far. So I wanted to
do something that was really, really fun,”
Perry says. “It’s all about where I am in
my own head where I just need a break.

“With this movie, I just thought this was
a subject that needed to be addressed. It
is the last film I'm going to be doing for a
couple of years so I can focus on television.
So I wanted to take a break with something
that I hoped would be inspiring and en-
couraging to a lot of people.”

Tyler Perry says his new film, “The Single Moms Club,” will be his last for a while.

K C BAILEY, LIONSGATE/AP

‘12 Years a Slave’ author’s death still a mystery

By Curis CaroLa
The Associated Press

istorians know where Solomon Northup was

born, where he lived and where he worked.

They know whom he married and how many

children he had. They know he played the fid-
dle and spent 12 years enslaved in the South before being
freed.

What historians don’t know about the author of “12
Years a Slave” is when and how he died and where he
is buried. It’s a lingering mystery in the final chapter of
the life of the 19th-century free-born African-American
‘whose compelling account of enforced slavery in pre-Civil
War Louisiana was made into the Oscar-winning film of
the same title.

“That’s sort of a big blank spot in the story, for sure,”
said Rachel Seligman, co-author of “Solomon Northup:
The Complete Story of the Author of Twelve Years a
Slave,” published last year.

This month, “12 Years a Slave” took home the Academy
Awards for best picture, best adapted screenplay and best
supporting actress. The accolades have sparked new inter-
est in Northup’s story, which was little known until recent
years even in the upstate New York communities where he
spent most of his life.

Northup was born July 10, 1808, in what is now the Essex
County town of Minerva, in the Adirondack Mountains.
His father, a former slave, moved the family to neighbor-
ing Washington County, eventually settling in the village
of Fort Edward, on the Hudson River 40 miles north of Al-
bany. Northup married Anne Hampton in the late 1820s,

Mike GroLL/AP

A Northup historical marker in
Springs, N.Y., honors the author of “12 Years a Slave.”

and the couple lived in an 18th-century house in Fort Ed-
ward that is now a museum.

Northup worked on his father’s farm and rafted timber
on the Champlain Canal between Fort Edward and the
southern end of Lake Champlain. The couple and their
children moved to nearby Saratoga Springs when Anne
got a job in one of the growing spa resort town’s big hotels.
Northup found work as a musician, and in 1841, two white

men lured him to Washington, D.C., with the promise of
more work. Instead, they kidnapped him and took him to
New Orleans, where he was sold into slavery.

Northup endured the next 12 years enslaved on a Loui-
siana cotton plantation before friends in Saratoga finally
won his freedom. In 1853, he published a memoir of his
ordeal that led to a speaking tour supported by abolition-
ists. He got involved in the Underground Railroad, helping
escaped slaves find freedom in the Northeast and Canada.
But around 1863, the height of the Civil War, he dropped
out of sight and was never heard from again.

Theories abound. One scenario has him being captured
and killed while serving as a spy for the Union Army. The
man who helped rescue him said he believed Northup had
taken to drink and was kidnapped yet again. Or Northup
could have died in a place where no one knew him or cared
to properly bury an African-American.

““He may have just wandered around from place to place
and died somewhere nobody knew who he was, and he was
buried in a potter’s field,” said David Fiske, co-author of
the 2013 Northup book along with Union College professor
Clifford Brown.

No death records have ever been found for Northup.
Fiske, a former state librarian, points out that death re-
cords weren’t kept in a systematic form in New York until
the 1880s.

For Seligman, a museum curator at Skidmore College,
host of this July’s annual Solomon Northup Day, the mys-
tery surrounding Northup’s demise and resting place is
part of the allure of being a historian.

“It’s what keeps historians going,” she said. “It’s just a
puzzle to be solved.”
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Marvel creating
digital timeline

By MarT MoORE
The Associated Press

rom the Golden Age Toro

to Ultimate Human Torch,

characters sprung from

Marvel Entertainment are
as varied as the people who read,
watch, listen and even
play them in video
games.

The publisher of
Marvel Comics is fo-
cusing on its panoply
of characters, enlisting
writers, artists, editors
and historians to build
a sprawling digital and
interactive timeline
that showcases the fa-
mous, the infamous
and the obscure he-
roes, villains and
others.

The endeavor is
part of Marvel's cel-
ebration of its 7Sth
anniversary, said
editor-in-chief Axel
Alonso, and to make
people aware of
more than marquee
names like Captain
America or Spider-
Man.

“We want it to be as
friendly to people who
come out of the Cineplex
to people who have long
boxes in their basement,”
he said this week of the site
at  www.marvel.com/75.
“It’s time for us to un-
derline that and show
our rich history.”

The site, which goes
live in April, features
interactive timelines,
interviews with classic
writers and artists —
including Stan Lee and
Roy Thomas — along
with  contemporary
ones like Dan Slott,
Kelly Sue DeConnick
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and Brian Michael Bendis, among
others.

“The Web gives us the capability
to do things differently, daily and
across platforms — audio, video,
picture galleries, lists — with all
the characters and the creators,”

said Ben Morse, editor of
Marvel’s website and an
architect of the initiative.
“We’relooking at the char-
acters, the history and the
major stories from differ-
ent perspectives than we
normally would.”
In most cases, promo-
tion is about what is to
come — a new Rocket
Raccoon comic or a Big
Hero Six film. The 75th
anniversary site is about
looking back and taking
stock.
“This is an opportunity
to celebrate what’s come
before,” Morse said.
Part of the interactive
component is breaking
the company’s history into
different eras, said Matt
Robinson, Marvel’s art
director for digital,
to have content from
“over the years, from
the beginning of Mar-
vel all the way to the
present day” focusing
on each decade.
“That vast spread
is why we did it by
era, so that we could
highlight even those
that may not be
prominent and still
give them their due,”
he said.
That will help them lav-
ish attention on every era
from the Golden Age of
the late 1930s and 1940s
to the Silver Age and the
creation of Spidey, the
Fantastic Four, the rise of
the X-Men and contempo-
rary characters, too.

ON THE COVER: Aaron Paul plays a vengeful street racer framed for a
crime he didn’t commit in “Need for Speed.”

DreamWorks 11/AP

GADGET WATCH

By GrEGG ELLMAN
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

nce you have your iPad Air or mini in
Pelican’s ProGear Vault case, you can
be sure it’s safe.

The case’s rubber seals and aircraft-
grade aluminum offer effective protection from
drops, bangs, water or weather.

Inside the folio-styled case, your iPad is en-
closed with an elastomeric copolymer rubber
to absorb the impact when it falls or hits a hard
surface.

The case is rated IP54 for water resistance
and momentary immersion, and meets Military
Specification Test Standards 810G to survive a
4-foot drop.

Cosmetically, the case is a hard plastic, for
which Pelican is famous. You might think that
with all this protection it is like carrying around
a 10-pound weight, but that’s far from the case.

It measures 10.25 by 8 by ¥ inches and weighs
just 1.4 pounds, which does not add much weight
to the existing tablet considering what the case
will do for you.

Setup is required; you must remove a few
screws (tool included) to install your iPad and
then screw them back in for proper installation.

Once installed, you’ll still have full access to
all your buttons and ports. The case can even
stand on its own on flat surfaces.

It’s available in black and gray along with a
mixture of white, orange and magenta.

Online: pellcan com; $99.95 for the Air, $79.95
for the mini version

The Top Dawg DashCam might not help you
prove you didn’t run that red light, but 'm guess-
ing it would be a great help if someone runs a
light and rams into you.

T'll get to the camera performance, but first
here are some of the specs. Video is recorded in
AVI formats 848 x 480 @ 15fps or 1280 x 720 @
30fps while JPGs are 2592 x 1944,

An 8GB SD card is included, but you can use
your own up to 32GB. The camera has an angle
of view of 120 degrees, there’s a built-in micro-
phone, USB 2.0 connection, S60mAh Li-Polymer

PeLican/MCT

The ProGear Vault CE3180 case
essentially provides a suit of armor
for the iPad mini.

Military-rated case keeps iPads safe

rechargeable battery (up to S hours) and a 2.0
MPX CMOS sensor with night vision.

That’s a whole lot crammed into this camera,

and it performs well. If you expect great HD

quality images to show on your 80-

inch flat screen TV, this isn’t

for you. But if you want a
solid dash cam, then this is
your guy.

The camera has a plastic
shell, a 2.5-inch pop-up display
on the camera, which mea-
sures 4.5 by 2.5 by 1 inches
(with camera folded down) and
‘weighs about 3 ounces, without

Top Daw/MCT  a mount.
Included with the camera is
a mount, battery, RCA cable and a 12V cable (to
plug into the cigarette lighter).
Online: topdawgelectronics.com, $5549 on
Amazon.com

The Booq Mirrorless is the latest addition to
the Python collection of storage solutions for
photographers.

The exterior of the bag is a durable 1680-de-
nier ballistic nylon treated with a water-repel-
ling coating.

A shoulder strap lets you carry it, and the strap
tucks away in the back pouch if you prefer to
carry it with the topside hand strap.

While it’s designed and named for a mirror-
less camera, it will support and hold whatever
you can put in it. I tried it with a standard SLR,
mid-range zoom, flash and a few other accesso-
ries, which all fit just fine.

It has four zippered pockets and a front slide-in
pouch. The main compartment has Velcro divid-
ers so you can adjust it specifically to your cam-
era equipment. One of the side zippered pockets
has a key holder with a quick release and stretch-
able dividers.

A great— and unusual — feature is an ID plate
embedded with a unique serial number in the
front pouch, which you register at terraling.com
in case you lose the bag.

Online: boogbags.com; $80

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 songs on the funes Store
for March 1

1. “Happy” (rrom “Despicable Me 2,
Pharrell Williams

2. "All of Me,” John Legend

3. “The Man,” Aloe Blacc

4. “Dark Horse,” Katy Perry (feat. Juicy

J)
5. “Let It Go,” Idina Menzel
6. “Talk Dirty,” Jason Derulo (fect. 2

Chainz)

7. “#SELFIE," The Chainsmokers

8. “Pompeil,” Bastille

9. “Turn Down For What,” DJ Snake
&Ll Jon

10. “This Is How We Roll,” Florida
Georgia Line (feat. Luke Bryan)

— Compiled by MCT

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The top slreumed oracks on Spotify
from March 1

1. Katy Perry, “Dark Horse”
2. Jason Derulo, “Talk Dirty —
Chainz”

3. John Legend, “All of Me”
4. Bastille, "Pompeii”

5. Beyonce, “Drunk In Love”
6. Lorde, “Team”

7. Pitbull, “Timber”

8. OneRepublic, “Counting Stars”
9. Pharrell Williams, “Happy (from
Despicable Me 2)"

10. Various Artists, “Let It Go”

feat. 2

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded from the
iTunes Store for March 19:

1. “Frozen”

2. "American
Hustle”

3. “The Wolf of
Wall Street”

5. “The Hunger
Games: Catching
Fire”

. “Veronica Mars”
~“12 Years a Slave”

. “47 Ronin”

9. "A.C.O.D.

10. “Dallas Buyers Club”

— Compiled by MCT

o N

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer Magazine ranks the top
10 handheld games for March

1. “Danganronpa: Trigger Happy
Havoc,” Vita
2 "ProfessorLayton and the Azran
Legacy,”
3. “Final Fumcsy X/%2 HD Remaster,”
Vita
. “Bravely Default,” 3DS
~“0lioll,” Vita

“Terraria, " Vita
~“The Legend of Zelda: A Link Be-
fween Worlds,” 3DS
8. “Pokemon X&Y,” 3DS
9. “TxK,” Vita
10. “Inazuma Eleven,” 3DS

— Compiled by MCT

Npuu

APPS

Top 5 new free apps for March 19:

ANDROID

1. Smash Hit

2. FRONTLINE COMMANDO 2
3. QuizUp

4. Road Smash: Crazy Racing!
5. Royal Revolt 2

Top 5 free apps for March 19:
APPLE

1. Smash Hit

2. CBS Sports

3. ESPN Tournament Challenge
4. Crazy Taxi

5" The impossible Flappy Game — The
Adventure of a Tiny Bir J

— Compiled by MCT
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OPINION

NPR should know where women are in peril

By JULIANA JIMENEZ JARAMILLO
Slate

NEW YORK
hich is worse, a burga or a bi-
kini? A scantily clad Samba
contest or female genital mu-
tilation? That is the earnest

question NPR asked last week in its piece
“Which Place Is More Sexist: The Middle
East Or Latin America?” Lourdes Garcia
Navarro, NPR’s South American corre-
spondent, attempted to answer the ques-
tion while ignoring the data on maternal
mortality, the ratio of women in govern-
ment, women’s ability to secure a driver’s
license or the number of children married
before the age of 10. Garcia Navarro may
have thought pitting one region against the
other would be a fun experiment, but when
it comes to gender equality, the Middle
East and Latin America are not in the
same category — they’re not even in the
same century.

Early on, Garcia Navarro concedes that,
yes, Brazil has a female president (as do
Argentina, Chile and Costa Rica) and
that, sure, “this isn’t Saudi Arabia, where
women cannot drive, or Afghanistan
under the Taliban, where women could not
study.” But beauty pageants are very pop-
ular in Brazil, and liposuction is rampant;
therefore, are they really that different?
The answer is yes, they are.

Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn
addressed why in their 2010 book “Half
the Sky”: “We tend to think of Latin Amer-
ica, with its legacy of machismo, as a man’s
world. But Mexico and other Latin coun-
tries actually do pretty well at educating
girls and keeping them alive. Most Latin
nations have populations that are majority

female. Maternity hospitals even in poor
neighborhoods of South American cities
such as Bogota and Quito provide free
prenatal care and delivery, because sav-
ing women’s lives is considered by society
to be a priority.” This imperative to value,
even glorify, mothers may come from a
patriarchal place in the region’s collective
religious unconscious, but the outcome is
longer life expectancy and greater quality
of life for women.

According to the 2013 Global Gender
Gap Report, the Middle East “ranks the
lowest on the Economic Participation and
Opportunity and Political Empowerment
subindexes.” Also:

Thirteen of the 20 lowest performing
countries on the work force participation
indicator are from the region, as are 11 of
the lowest on the estimated earned income
indicator. Seven of the lowest countries
on the Political Empowerment subindex
are also from the region. One of only two
countries with a score of zero on the Politi-
cal Empowerment subindex are from the
region.

By contrast, Latin America is a shin-
ing example of growing gender parity. It
closed 70 percent of its overall gender gap
in 2013, and showed “the biggest improve-
ments from last year compared to the
other regions.” When the report counted
the number of female legislators, senior of-
ficials and managers, 10 out of the 20 best
performing nations are in Latin America.
And “the three overall highest climbers of
the 110 countries that have been included
in the report since 2006 are from Latin
America and the Caribbean: Nicaragua,
Bolivia and Ecuador.”

Garcia Navarro is right about one thing:
Latin America’s history of violence and

conflict has not spared women. Violence
toward women in the region has been on
the rise in the last decade and is often tied
to long-running armed conflicts. Latin
America is also sexist and patriarchal. I
am reminded of this every year, when I
go back to Colombia, where I grew up: my
uncle’s off-color joke, the cat-calling, the
scantily clad women parading themselves
on TV between weight loss commercials,
and all the plastic surgery, which has very
real health risks and constitutes a multi-
million-dollar industry rolling deep in the
low self-esteem of women.

But even if my female relatives have
had plastic surgery, they are also moving
around unchaperoned, driving cars and
getting college degrees. They are doctors,
architects, stockbrokers, business owners,
philosophers and lawyers — and these are
just the women in my family. (This while
Iran is banning women from college ma-
jors, Saudi Arabia is almost ready to give
women the right to vote, and in Yemen, a
‘woman is not considered a full personin the
eyes of the courts.) Garcia Navarro writes
that “the Middle East and Latin America’s
most famously immodest country both
impose their own burdens on women in
the way they are treated and perceived.”
She’s right. And I don’t want to generalize
as she does: There are many countries in
the Middle East — like Israel and Lebanon
— where women have it good. But to won-
der what’s worse, a society where a woman
can go outside wearing whatever she wants
and go wherever she chooses to one where,
in some countries, women are stoned for
being raped, means you fundamentally
don’t understand what you're asking.

Juliana Jimenez Jaramillo is a photo editor at Slate
and co-founder and writer at Femination.

Obama using last chance to further his agenda

By PenIEL E. JoseEpH
The Root

n the weeks since his State of the

Union address, President Barack

Obama has issued a series of execu-

tive orders designed to stem a tide of
growing economic and racial inequality
that threatens to undermine the fabric of
American society.

Obama’s efforts to pivot the polmcal
narrative toward a focus on economic in-
justice reflect the fact that, despite his
winning two national elections and saving
Wall Street and the U.S. economy from the
depths of the Great Recession, our national
economy no longer works for tens of mil-
lions of poor, working- and middle-class
families.

The Obama administration’s steward-
ship of the nation’s economic recovery
favored Wall Street over Main Street and
banks over homeowners. The administra-
tion also realized, too late, that corporate
capital preferred to sit on trillions in prof-
its and reserves rather than invest in the
economy.

Faced with a dysfunctional and highly
partisan Republican-controlled House of
Representatives, the administration’s new
approach — what might be called Obama
2.0 — is an attempt to utilize muscular ex-
ecutive action to make inroads on pressing
issues of employment, immigration and ra-
cial justice for black youths.

This month the president ordered the
Labor Department to revamp rules that
shortchange millions of low-income wage
earners out of overtime pay. The changes
will enable millions of Americans to re-
ceive more income. Obama’s directive
comes on the heels of his SOTU support for
raising the minimum wage to $10.10.

Under pressure from immigration-re-
form activists who derisively refer to him

as “deporter in chief,” Obama has ordered
a review of immigration policies designed
to ease growing tensions over the inabil-
ity to pass comprehensive immigration
reform. Calling himself the “champion
in chief” of immigration reform, Obama
continues to publicly support a pathway to
citizenship for 10 million undocumented
immigrants, even in the face of hardening
Republican opposition to any form of citi-
zenship for them.

Perhaps the initiative that has received
the most attention is the president’s My
Brother’s Keeper program, which pledged
$200 million in private funding over five
years to promote black male educational
achievement and excellence. Obama’s
relationship with the program is at once
deeply personal and political. Inspired in
part by the aftermath of Trayvon Martin’s
death, Obama described the nation’s com-
mitment to black male youths as “a moral
issue” for America.

“We just assume this is an inevitable
part of American life, instead of the out-
rage that it is,” Obama observed after cit-
ing a litany of negative statistics regarding
black boys’ experiences in school and the
criminal-justice system.

Obama’s approach to these issues un-
derscores the challenge of addressing the
structural problems of unemployment,
poverty and institutional racism within the
limits of presidential power and without
corresponding legislative victories.

Critics rightfully point out the numer-
ous mistakes in strategy and tactics that
roiled the president’s first term, despite
the historic passage of the Affordable Care
Act. And his inability to craft a unifying
vision for a new New Deal emboldened
an increasingly hysterical right wing that
morphed into the modern-day tea party
— a group that in the liberal and progres-

sive imagination resembles the terrifying
zombies from the television series “The
Walking Dead.”

But whatever the genuine merits of such
criticism, the era of sweeping legislation
— at least barring some midterm election
miracle — is over for now. Pragmatically,
the best Obama can do over the next three
years is to offer an alternative policy vision,
as he recently outlined in his 2015 budget
(one that stands no chance of congressio-
nal passage); sign executive orders that are
as impactful as possible; and use the White
House as a bully pulpit to promote a vi-
sion of American society that may wind up
being fulfilled only after he has left office.

For now, boosting the paychecks of mil-
lions of Americans unfairly exempted from
overtime laws is a good start, even if long
overdue. Ending deportations aimed at ap-
peasing right-wing voters and politicians
who won’t be satisfied until all “illegals”
magically vanish from our shores is a posi-
tive step toward political reform that, how-
ever long delayed, will never be denied.

And the act, even if largely symbolic, of
acknowledging the crisis that confronts
young black men in America is historic,
even if the level of funding for My Broth-
er’s Keeper doesn’t address the depth of
need. More than five years after entering
office with grand — indeed, almost im-
possible — expectations, the president re-
mains bruised but unbowed. His political
resilience against daunting opposition is at
once an inspiration and example of what’s
at stake not only during the rest of his term
in office but also long after he exits the na-
tional stage.

Peniel E. Joseph, is a Tufts University history
professor, founding director of the Center for
the Study of Race and Democracy, the Caperton
fellow for the W.E.B. Du Bois Research Institute at

Harvard and author of “Dark Days, Bright Nights:
From Black Power to Barack Obama.”
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We resent the rich more when we stagnate

By CATHERINE RAMPELL
The Washington Post

eople don’t hate you because
you're beautiful. People hate you
because they are getting uglier.
Use that logic, substituting in-
come for attractiveness, and you’ll have a
better grasp of why the 99.9 percent really
resent the 0.1 percent.

Populist rhetoric is leaving U.S. billion-
aires feeling persecuted, vilified and be-
grudged their hard-won fortunes. Quoth
Ken Langone, the billionaire co-founder of
Home Depot, in Politico: “If you go back
to 1933, with different words, this is what
Hitler was saying in Germany. You don’t
survive as a society if you encourage and
thrive on envy or jealousy.”

His comment echoes the reductio-ad-
Hitlerum arguments venture capitalist
Tom Perkins made in a recent Wall Street
Journal letter to the editor, portending a
“progressive Kristallnacht.” (Was there a
special session at Davos about Third Reich
talking points?)

Yes, anti-inequality rhetoric has grown
in recent years. But it’s not the growing
wealth of the wealthy that Americans
are angry about, at least not in isolation.
It’s the growing wealth of the wealthy set
against the stagnation or deterioration of
living standards for everyone else. Polls
show that Americans pretty much always
want income to be distributed more equi-
tably than it currently is, but they’re more
willing to tolerate inequality if they are
still plugging ahead. That is, they care less
about Lloyd Blankfein’s gigantic bonus if
they got even a tiny raise this year.

Unequivocally, the rich have gotten
richer over time, and income has become
more concentrated within a tighter tier of
Americans. In the 1970s, the top 1 percent
of families received about 8 percent of all
income, whereas their share is nearly 20

percent today. Americans’ concerns about
inequality, however, don’t closely track
these changes in inequality.

The General Social Survey, for example,
has asked Americans about attitudes to-
ward the income distribution for almost 30
years. Peculiarly, it shows Americans were
most critical of income inequality during
the early and mid-1990s, when incomes
were far less concentrated than they be-
came in later years. Remember, though,
that a jobless recovery was also strangling
the middle class during that time.

‘What happened over the next few years
of the tech boom is striking. Median house-
hold incomes grew, and the incomes of the
highest earners skyrocketed, meaning the
chasm between the rich and the rest wid-
ened. But public criticism of the distribu-
tion of income meanwhile fell. In other
words, by 2000, inequality had objectively
grown, but objections to inequality had
shrunk. Not coincidentally, 2000 was also
the year that Americans were most likely
to agree with this statement: “The way
things are in America, people like me and
my family have a good chance of improv-
ing our standard of living.”

In the years since the Great Recession,
hostility toward inequality has again re-
bounded, probably also driven by concerns
that the rich are moving onward and up-
ward while everyone else is left behind.

The link between objections to inequality
and perceptions of economic mobility can
be traced down to the individual household
level, too. Generally speaking, Americans
who are pessimistic about their ability to
improve their own living standards are
more likely to think that “differences in in-
come in America are too large,” “inequali-
ty continues to exist because it benefits the
rich and powerful,” and “large differences
in income are unnecessary for prosperity,”
according to survey analysis by Leslie Mc-
Call, a sociology professor at Northwestern

University.

Calculations based on a recent Pew Re-
search Center survey likewise found that
people who believed their family’s income
was falling behind the cost of living were
more likely to say the government should
do “a lot” to “reduce the gap between the
rich and everyone else.”

“When growth doesn’t lift everyone, the
rich are not seen as deserving, and income
inequality can symbolize unfairness,”
explains McCall, who wrote “The Unde-
serving Rich: American Beliefs About In-
equality, Opportunity, and Redistribution.”
As long as the rising tide is actually lifting
all boats, people care less if some boats
enjoy a bigger lift than others.

One implication of these polling trends is
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that if the 0.1 percent want to be left alone
— or at least not pursued by pitchforks and
guillotines — they should probably support
policies that promote the upward mobility
of other Americans. That would include
things such as early childhood education,
more generous Pell grants and a higher
minimum wage, for example. While some
of these policies might require higher
taxes, it’s not clear that marginally im-
proving mobility or raising the living stan-
dards of the most destitute would do much
to hinder the very richest Americans’ abil-
ity to continue getting even richer. So far,
little else has.

Catherine Rampell, a former economics reporter
for The New York Times, writes a twice-weekly
column for The Washington Post.

Is ‘great nation” at risk if

By BEN BoycHUK AND JOEL MATHIS
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

irst, 20 states and the District of
Columbia passed laws legalizing
marijuana for medical use. Then
in 2012, voters in Washington state
and Colorado approved measures legaliz-
ing the sale and possession of marijuana for
nonmedical use, with state oversight. Now
at least a half-dozen states from Alaska to
Maine are considering following suit.

Marijjuana remains a federally con-
trolled substance, but Attorney General
Eric Holder in January said the U.S. Jus-
tice Department would soon issue regu-
lations to let state-sanctioned marijuana
businesses have access to banking and
credit.

Can full legalization be far behind? Ben
Boychuk and Joel Mathis, the RedBlueA-
merica columnists, try to wrap their heads
around the question.

BEN BOYCHUK

The University of Colorado system re-
ports a 30 percent increase in applications
this year. University officials credit their
new and improved application, along with
better high school outreach.

But High Times magazine, a sort of
Cigar Aficionado for stoners, has a differ-
ent explanation: It’s the legal pot.

Can that really be true? A CU spokes-
man told the magazine he has “a hard time
believing that someone is going to make

Tax marijuana, certainly,
but also let employers
decide whether they want
stoners on their payrolls.

that kind of significant decision about in-
vesting in their education based on wheth-
er they can smoke marijuana in the state”
— which only suggests he hasn’t visited
his Boulder campus recently, or knows
very much about the law of unintended
consequences.

More kids looking for a cheap and legal
high are one such consequence. Here’s an-
other: If you smoke pot and want to buy a
gun in the Mile High State, odds are you
will be turned down. Sure, marijuana use
is legal under state law; but the federal gov-
ernment still considers it a crime, and no
federally licensed firearms dealer would
risk his business to make a point about
states’ rights.

Fact is, Congress isn’t about to legalize
pot, and Eric Holder won’t be attorney gen-
eral forever. More states venturing down
the path of legalization invites conflicts
with the feds that nobody can foresee.

But the better argument against legal-
ization is cultural, and it comes from an
unlikely source: California Gov. Jerry
Brown.

A Democrat with a reputation for wild

pot is legal everywhere?

ideas, Brown shared his skepticism about
legalization on “Meet the Press” this
month. “If there’s advertising and legiti-
macy, how many people can get stoned and
still have a great state or a great nation?
The world’s pretty dangerous, very com-
petitive. I think we need to stay alert, if not
24 hours a day, more than some of the pot
heads might be able to put together.”

Brown is right. It may be the case that
public opinion has shifted too far in favor
of legalization. If so, then freedom must
come with responsibility. Tax marijuana,
certainly, but also let employers decide
whether they want stoners on their pay-
rolls, lay heavy penalties on sales to minors
— and hope the uni ded

Court appointee who admitted smoking
pot more than a decade earlier, these days
there’s hardly anybody at the forefront of
public life who won’t admit having dabbled
with doobies in their youth. The republic
survives.

There are concerns that legalized pot
would somehow rob America of its vigor:
“How many people can get stoned and still
have a great state or a great nation?” Cali-
fornia Gov. Jerry Brown asks. Brown’s ra-
tionale is almost exactly the same as was
used for the failed prohibition of alcohol in
the 1920s. We never learn.

“I remember in 1977 when Gov. Brown
was first in office, we went from indeter-

aren’t too dire.

JOEL MATHIS

Consider the following facts, courtesy of
the American Civil Liberties Union:

“Every 0.01 hours someone in the Unit-
ed States is arrested for having marijuana;
Black people are 3.73 times more likely to
be arrested than white people. The Unit-
ed States spent $3,610,000,000 enforcing
marijuana laws in 2010.”

Worth it? Almost certainly not.

Why? Marijuana may be illegal, but it’s
also pretty mainstream: A 2013 Gallup
poll suggests that 38 percent of Americans
have tried marijuana, a number that has
little changed since the “Just Say No” reef-
er madness of the 1980s. And while Ron-
ald Reagan had to withdraw a Supreme

minate to determinate sentenc-
ing — we had 20,000 people in our prisons.
In 2007, we had 173,000 people in our pris-
ons,” California Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom
pointed out recently. “You start looking at
the war on drugs, you look at the corollar-
ies as it relates to mandatory minimums
and our aggressive efforts ... to incarcerate
our way to solving this problem, it’s failed.
A trillion dollars wasted.”

Criminalizing weed makes hypocrites
out of otherwise law-abiding Americans,
reduces respect for the law, and saddles
our nation with the expense of prosecution
and prison for folks who pose very little
threat to society. Thank goodness for the
legalization movement.

Ben Boychuk is associate editor of the Manhattan

Institute’s City Journal. Joel Mathis is associate
editor for Philadelphia Magazine.
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Sumberland (Tenn. 3453, campbelisville 5,
in
Cumberlands 5, Shawnee st. 2
ast Carolina 5, Charlotte 3

. Kentucky 12, Belmont 6

rskine 2, Mount Olive 1
TSU 7, Stetsol
feed-fardeman 9, Hannibal-La Grange 4
Geneva 8, Thomas More 7
Georgia Southern 7, Appalachian St. 4
ndiana-Southeast 14-1, Alice Lloyd 3-3
entucky 13, South Carolina 5

ing (Tenn- ) 11, Belmont tAbbey 6
enoir-Rhyne 9, Carson-Newman 6
|meslune 12, Barl n7

incoln Memorial 14, Brevard 6

indsey Wilson . Plkculle 3

ouisville 6, Rutgers
SU-Alexandria 13, Spring Hill 1

ars Hill 9, Winston-Salem 6

aryland 10, NC State 0

aryville (Tenn.) 4, La Grange 2

crth Carolina 3, Georgia Tech 2, 10 in-

nin
North Florida 1N, Kentucky 4
Notre Das ame. Z,
Pittsburgh 3,
Radford 10, charleston Southern 9, 12 in-
nings.
Femple 3, Memphis
Tennessee Tech 14, Ur-Martin 5
leynrevecca Nazarene 9-5, Kentucky Wes-
eyal
W Kentucky 4, Toxas sta State 1

Cent. Michigan 6, onms
Thiel at Mount Um’on. DDd.

o

oncordia Texas 10‘ East Texas Baptlst 0
Hardin-Simmons 17, Howard

Houston 8, Coll. Of Charlest o

lary Hardin-Baylor 10-13, U. oftheozarks

cMurry 3-2, Lubbock Christian 2-3
M\SSISSIDPI College 5, LeTourneau 1
lew Mexico 10, San Jose St 1
ice 2, Florida Atlantuc n
t. Edward's 2-8, Ni
exas AGM-Kingsville 4, Angelo st. 2, 10

ngs
exas-Pan American 9, New Mexico St. 4

ayland  Baptist 6-12, Mid-American
Christian 2-2
Pro soccer
MLS
EASTERN
Pts GF GA
Houston 6 5 0
Phl\adelphla 4 2 1
Columbu: 3 3 0
Toronto FC 3 2 1
Chlcago 1 3 4
Sewt OrkKC % % g
orting
hfuntreal 0 2 4
D.¢ 0 0 3
New England 0 0 5
WESTERN 2|
Pts GF GA
Vancouver 4 5 2
Chivas USA 4 4 3
C Dallas 4 4 3
Real Salt Lake 4 4 3
Seattle 3 2 2
Portland 2 2 2
San Jose 1 3 3
Colorado 1 11
Los. Ange es 0 1
Note: Three points for vu:tory one

point for tie.
5 turday’s games
Vancouver at New England

Seattle FC at Mol |
D.C. United at Toront
Philadelphia at Columbus
Portlan ad

Dalla:
AN Tosa ot Sporting Kansas city

Sunday’s gam
New York at Chicago

ay, March 29

Montreal at phnadelpma
Chicago at D.C. Uni
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado

ind at San Jose
Sunday, March 30
Chivas USA Bt New York

New Englan

College basketball

Men’s NIT

First Round
esday, arch 8
Robert Mo 55, St ohn
Forids St 58, Forida it Coast 53
Georgetown 77, west Virginia 65
elm n Bay 65

Minnesota 88, High Point 81
Clemson 78, Georgia State 66
Arkansas 91, Indiana State 71
Missouri 85, Davidson 77
Saint Mary's (Cam ) 70 Utah 58
Wednesda)
linots &6, Yoston Umverslty 62
LOuISIana Tech 89 lona 88
Georgia 63, Vermont 56
Southern MISS 66, : Toledo 59
SMU 68, U
U 71, San Francisco 6
California 77, Utah val\ey 64
Round
March 21
Belmont 52, Robert Morris 71

aturday, March 22
Louisiana Tech (28 7) at Georgla (20-13)

une
lllinois (20-14) a Glemson (0
Saint Mary’s (Calif.) (23- 11) A anesota

Southern Miss (28-6) at Missouri (23-11)
Monday, March 24

Georgetown (18-14) at Florida State (20-

LSU (20-13) at SMU (24

Arkansas (22-11) at cahlorma (20-13)

NCAA Women’s tournament

LINCOLN REGIONAL
Saturday, March 22

Duke (27- s) s Wlnmrup (24-8)
DePaul (27-6) vs a oma (18 14)

Nebraska 25 Anaetes state (22-10)
N.C. Sta te(257)vs BYU (266,
y, March 5

At Storrs, Conn
Georgia 20-11) vs. S Saing Joseph s (22 9)
Conn (34.0) vs. Pr?a e View (14

n, Tex
% 47V, James Madiaon (28:5)
oz &l (24-8)vs. North Dakota (22:9)
ANFORD REGIONAL
Ficst Roun
saturday, March 22
At Ame
lowa State (20-10) vs. Florida State (20-
Stanford (28-3) vs. South Dakota (19-13)
Sunday, March 23

) eattle

South Carclma (27-4) vs. Cal State North-
ndQE( 8-14)

|d)d|e Tennessee (29-4) vs. Oregon State

At CI pel
Michigan State (22-
North Carolma (24

N.C.
. Hampton (28-4)
UT Martm @41

)

ollege,
penn stats (zz )vs wwmtastate (26-6)
Day yton (23 7) Vs Florld ( )

"Rt Round:
saturday, March 22
At Toledo, O
Vanderbilt (18-12) vs. Arizona State (22-

Notre Dame (32-0) vs. Robert Morris (21-

At West Lafayette, Ind.
Oklahoma State (23-8) vs. Florida Gulf
Coast (26-
Purdue (21-8) vs. Akron (23 9)

i

At Lexington,
Kentucky (24-8) vs. wnght Yiate 26.9)

Syracuse (ZAZ 9) v chattancoga (29-3)
xa

e
cahforma (21 9) s, Fordham
aylor (29 s, Western Kentucky (24-8)
LouisVi II.LEREG‘;O
Fil

irst Roune
salurday. March 2
t Knoxville, Ten
1Tezn)nessee (5633 Vs: Northwestern state
1
st. John's (22- w) et Suuthem cal (22-12)
o d rch 23

ark1 Md.

p
Maryland(246)v5 rmy (25
Texas (21- 11) Pennsy\vanla(ZZ 6)

a Cit
Lomswl\e (30 ) v, awho e (25-8)
a (26-8) vs. Marist (27-6)
At Batol

LSU (19-12) vs. Georglagfec h (20-11)
) West Virginia (29-4) vs. Amany (N. v) (28~
2

Women’s NIT
First
nesd: ay, March 19
ilanova 74, Quinnigiacs
hington BS.EastCarohnaS&

o\oradu 78,

a 90, washmgton State 78
hursday.
UPUI 72, Central Michigan 66
owling Green ) H\ h Point 62
Indiana 48, Belmont 47
Auburn 78; Furman e
Harvard 90, lona 89
utgers 65, Delaware 61
inceton 54,
eton Hall 63, Aweriean 60

tef 0, Miami 63
arquette 63, Indlana  State 61
, Texas Sou
outhhnaknta state 78 Elutler 61

ississipi State 77, Tulane
outhern Miss, 75, Lamar 60
Diego 82, Cal Poly 59
outhern Utah 71, Colorado State 56
regon 90, Pacific [

Friday, March
Michigan 86, Stony ook

&T 51
i ‘&c‘.jamt Mary’s (Calif.) 75, Cal State Bakers-
el
EP 74, Arkansas State 64
Washington 67, Hawaii 50
S mmd

Mar uette (21 10) at Indlaﬂa(19 12)
Southern Utah (23 9) at Colorado (18-14)

y, Marcl
o 580r0e Wasnington T3 at villanova

Stetson (27-7) at South Florida (20-12)
Creighton (20-13) at South Dakota State

e (23-.9) at Northwestern (16-15)
Prmcelun (21-8) at Seton Hall (19 13)
MU (18-13) at Minnesota (21-12)

Monday, March 24
Duquesne (20-12) at M|ch| an (19-13)
Harvard (22-7) at Rutger:
O Bominion 18-15) 3 Auburs (18-14)
(e Bonaventure (24-10) at Bowling Green
ScSoughern Miss. (27-6) at Mississipi State

0 (23-8) at Montana (23-10)
Saint Marys(Cam)(n 9) at UTEP. (25 0
Washington (18-13) at Oregon (16-15)

LS — Signed OT

Friday's ti
BASEBAI.I.
erican Leay

ANS — Gran(ed RHP

‘Aardsma his re

165 ANGELES ANGELS — Acquired LHP
Jose Alvarez from Detroit for INF Andrew
Romine.

MINNESDTA TWINS — Announced RHP
vance Worley cleared waivers and was
sentoutright to Rochester L.

— Named Chris
Prlem quahty ontro comch,
NGERS — Optioned RHP Ro-
man Moncez o Frisco (Texas).
ational League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Placed
LHP Matt Reynolds and OF Cody Ross on
the 19:day DL retroactive fo March 19,
Optioned R Chin ries Brewer and RHP
Zeke spruillto Reno (b

ERe

Jodh Beckelt RHP Chad B

Kemp ol

tive to March 15,
pat

Placed RHE

ngsley and
day DL retroac:
Iaced CF Carl Crawford

Growicz 1o the minor camp. Reassl ned
OF Joc Pederson, LHP Zach Lee and INF
Ml%u IRoilaS'

RGH PIRATES — Optioned

RHP Phil Irwin, INF Chris’
INF Brent M

McGuiness and

Kinney and LHp Yao-Hsun Yang to their
am|

minor league
SASKETBALL
National Basketball Associatiol
CHARLOTTE BOB: cArs - S\gned FDJ
White to a 10-day contra
CLEVERAND, CAVALIERS — Signed G
Seth Curry to a 10-day contract.
FOOTBALL

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Agreed to
tes erms ¢ O banan Stewart on 4 Bnes year
contr:

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed CB
Antoine Cason and QB Joe Webb to one-
year contracts and WR Tiquan Under-
0 to a two-year contract.

ENGAI
Marshall Newhouse Waived 95 Greg
MCcE
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed DE Co-
rey Wootton
New YORK GIANTS — Signed OL John
Jes

"NEW YORK JETS — Slgned 98 M\cnae\

disclosed 2014 draft pick. Re-signed CB
harles Woodson to a one-year con-
aar
PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Agreed to
terms with WR Lance Moore on a two-
year contract.
10CKI
luockey eague
e Prtesburah F James Neal
55,000 for crocs ehoeking Detrok £ Like
Glendening and Detroit F David Legwand
$5,000 for butt-ending Pittsburgh F Evge-
Malkin during a March 20 gam
" WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Signed ¢
Caleb Herbert to a two-year, entry-level
contract.

SOCCER
Major League Soc
MLs — Suspended Seattle MF Clint
Dempsey two games for violent conduct
toward Toronto FC D Mark Bloom in a
March, 15 game. Suspended Chicago D
r v

in 3 March 15 game, Fined Montreal MF
Justin Mapp ar sed amount for
simulation in a March 15 game against

Housto

PHILADELPHIA UNION — Loaned MF
Cristhian Hernandez and Jimmy
Melaughlin to Harrisburg 'City (USL
PRO).

COI.I.EGE
VIRGI! Named Buzz Wil-
liams men’s bﬂsketbal\ coach.

Auto raci

Auto Club 400
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
After Friday qual g; race Sunday
At Auto Club Speedw:

(Car number in n pare es)
1 G e R o Pe 315

2. (2) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 187.105.

. (a8) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet,
186.935.
4. 1(4)
15; Clint Bowyer, Toyota, 186.461.

é Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 186.384.
Ezz) Joey Logano‘ Ford, 186.273.
(

Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet,

9) Mar brose, Ford, 186.013.
. 99) Cart Ecwards, Ford, 185,878,
(14) Tony Stéwart, Chevrolet,

'(42)

12. (78) Martin Truex Jr, Chevrolet,
185.725.
1 53, (11) Denny Hamlin, Toyota,

14.(i8) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 185.314.
15. (88) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet,

16. (31) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet,
185.209.
17. (41) Kurt
185.166.
(47) A J Allmendinger, Chevrolet,

18.
84.715.
19.(55) Brian Vickers, Toyota, 184.521.
20. (3) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 183.96.
210 183.9¢
83,
2

Kyle Larson, Chevrolet,

Busch, Chevrolet,

(@3) Aric Almirola, Ford,
(17) Ricky Ford,

1’(7) Michael Annett, Chevrolet,

(16; Greg Biffle, Ford, 185.095.
X Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet,

Stenhouse " Jr.,

'(5) Kasey Kahne,
(10) Danica Patrick, Chevrolet,
2 3'(51) Justin  Allgaier, Chevrolet,
29. (38) Davld Gilliland, Ford, 183.922.

Chevrolet,

8 N

1838, ¢ Matt  Crafton, Chevrofet,
1833‘.8 (13) Casey Mears, Chevrolet,
32.°(30) Parker Kligerman, Toyota,

182,918
David Reutimann, Ford,

3: 3 9'(35)
34. (26) Cole Whitt, Toyota, 181.525.

34.
35. (32) Travis kvapil, Ford, 181.507.
1813 . (36) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet,

b . (33) Brian Scott, Chevrolet, Owner
oints.
o5 (98) Josh Wise, Chevrolet, Owner
oin
N 39t (83) Ryan Truex, Toyota, Owner
oints.

40.(23) Alex Bowman, Toyota, Owner
Points.

41. (34) David Ragan, Ford, Owner
Points,

42. (66) Joe Nemechek, Toyota, Owner
Points.

43. (40) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet,
Owner Points.

Arnold Palmer Invitational
PGA Tour

At Bay Hill club an! Lodge Course

0
]

Pur: e- iiion
Yardage: 1,419; Par: 72
nd Round

(a-amateur)

Adam Seott 62-68—130 -14
J.B. Holm 68-69—137 -7
Chasson Had -68—137 -7
Francesco Mohnan 67-70—137 -7
Keegan Bradley 71-67-138 -6
Jamie Donaldson 67-71—138 -6
Jason Kokrak 67-71-138 -6
Brandt Snedeker 7138 6

Morgan Hoffmann 67-71-138

Mississippi Gulf Resort Classic

Champions Tour

Fred Couples
Jeff Maggert

Roger Chapman

JTBC Founders Cup

AtJW Marriott Phoenix D
Resort & Spa, Wi 'Idf e Goll Club course

Yardage: r: 72
o Round
64-67

Mirim Lee 131 -13
Lydia Ko 67-66—133
Sun Young Yoo 69-65—134 -10
Chella Choi 9-66—135 -9
Jessica Korda 69-66—135 -9
0 Yeon Ryu 68-67—135 -9
Inbee Park se8-135 9
Lizette Sal 9-67—136 -8
Joch Ewart Shadoff 67 69—136 -8

nnis

Sony Open
Friday
At The Telmis Cemer at Crandon Park
e, Fla.
Purse: Mer, S5

1000); Women, $5. ion (Premier)
urface. Hard Ou!dnor

e
Sec oun
David Ferrer (4). Spam dev Teymuraz
Gabashv\ll Russia, 6-4, 6-
in Anderson (17) South Africa, def.
Horacm Zeballos, Argentina, 6-4, 6-3.
Richard Gasquet (9), France, def. Ale-
jandro Gonzalez, Colombia, 7-6 (7), 6-
Florian Mayer (30), Germany, def. an
Dodig, Croatia, &-
T Federer (5), Switzerland, def.
Ivo Karlovlc Croatia, 6-4, 7-6 (4 )
my Robredo (16), Spain,
inic, Thlem Austria, 64,76 8).
0 de Bakker, Netherlands, def.
Ferrzg)ndo Ve daacs (28), Spain, 7-6 (4),

67
Novak D]okovlc (2), Serbia, def. Jeremy
Chardy, France, 6-4, 6-3.

Grigor Dimitrov (15), Bul 2ria, def, Al-
bert Montanes, spain, -1,

f. Dom-

Feliciano Lopez ( Spam dei “Jiri
Vesely, Czech Republic, 6-2, 7-6 (3)

Andreas SeDRI (3D), Italy, def Radek
gtfpanek Czech Replblic, 7-6 (8),

Julien Benneteau, Franc def. Ernests
Gulbis (21), Latvia, 6-4, 4

Kei Nishikori (20), Janﬂn def Marinko
Matosevic, Australia,

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (11), France def.
Adman Mannanno, France, 6-2, 6-

s Baghdatis, Cyprus def. Phll\

Kohlschre\ber (24), Germany, 3-6, 7-6

AndyM urray (6), Britain def. Matthew
Ebden, Australia, o0 6-1

ound
LiNa (2), China def Alisa Kleybanova,
Russia, walkove
Dominika Clbulkova(w) Slovakia, def.
Yvonne Meusburger, Austria, 6-1,
Elena Vesnina (32) Russla. det. Alison
Rlske United States, 6-2, 6-2.
ora Zahlavc Strycova, Czech
Republ\c, def. Roberta Vlnc\ a3, italy,

Eiina Svitolina, Ukraine, def. Eugenie
Bouchard (18), Can: ad -6, 6-1, 6-2.
Ajla Tomljanovi a la, def. Garbme
Muguruza (30) Sﬁam 3 6, 7-6 (6), 6-1.
Varvara nko, United States.
def(JeIena ROWE' D, e 3SR,

Alize Cornet (22). France, def Andrea
Petkov_ ; Sermany, 6.2, 6.7 (), 624,
n Keys, United States, def. Dan-
iela Hantuchova (31), Slovakia, 6-4, 6-2.
Kaia Kanepi (24), Estonia, def. Christi-
na McHale, United States, 126 (65, 7.6 (0).
Casey Dellacqua, Australia, def. Simo-
na Halep (6), Romania, 6-4, 1-6.
Agnieszka Radwanska (3), Poland def.
Romina Oprandi, Swltzer\and
arla Suarez Navarro (15 ., def.
Chanelle Scheepers, South "Africa, 6-4,

Sloane Stephens (17), United States,
def. Zanna Diyas, Kazakhstan, 7-5, 6-3.
roline Wozniacki (11), Denmark def.
Monica Pui, Puerto Rico, 6-1, 1.6, 6-
Venus Williams (29), Onited States.
def Anna Schmiedlova, Slovakia,

Pro baseball

Spring training
ay's games
Detroit 3, Atlanta (ss) 0
St. Louis 2, Washington 0
Phl\adelph\a 2, Eoslon 2, tie, 10 in-

nin
Mrami 7, Houston 2
Toronto 5, Tampa Bay 0
N.Y. Mets 9, Minnesota 1
Baltimore 8, Atlanta (ss) 0
Texas 7, Milwaukee 5
LA. Andels 7, Kansas City (59) 3
Gincinnati 9, Kansas Gity (32,3
Chicago Cubs 7, Chicago White Sox 0
Cleveland 14, Colorado 3

& Duego 7, Seattle

College hockey

Friday’s scores
TOURNAMENTS
Atlantic Hockey
Semifinals
Canisius 5, Mercyhurst 4, 20T
Robert Morris 5 Nlagara 4,0T

Iﬂnals
Wisconsin 2, Senmer
Ohio St. 3, MlnnEESOtal

Ser miﬁnals
Union (NY) 5, Cornell 2
Colgate 3, Qumnlp\acZ 20T

s
UMass-Lowell 4, Notre Dame 0
New Hampshire 3. providence 1

eM|fl|aIs
Denver 4, W. Michig:
Miami (Ghio) 3 Ncrth Dakota 0

emlf I
Minn. St. (Mankato) 4, Bowling Green

Ferris St. 5, Alaska-Anchorage 4, OT
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Jets sign Vick to challenge Smith for QB job

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Michael Vick is in for the
New York Jets.

Mark Sanchez is out.

And, the stage is set for one hot quarter-
back competition this summer with Geno
Smith.

The Jets signed the former Philadelphia
Eagles quarterback to a one-year deal Fri-
day, and released Sanchez, the one-time
face of the franchise.

“Anywhere I go, or any team, I'm always
going to compete for the No. 1 spot,” Vick
said during a conference call. “And I will
encourage any other quarterback behind
me or in front of me to always compete for
their job, for the No. 1 spot.

“That’s how champions are made.”

Vick will present a real challenge to
Smith, who played well down the stretch
of his rookie season, but finished with 12
touchdowns and 21 interceptions. The Jets,
however, never labeled Smith their starter
entering the offseason — and last year’s
second-round draft pick will have his work
cut out during training camp if he intends
to be under center in Week 1 this season.

Vick was a free agent after spending the
past five seasons with the Eagles. He will
be reunited with Jets offensive coordinator
Marty Mornhinweg, who helped the quar-
terback have the best season of his career
in Philadelphia in 2010. Vick was plagued
by injuries the past three years and lost the
starting job last year to Nick Foles.

Vick thanked the Eagles, their fans and
the city of Philadelphia in an open let-
ter posted on The Philadelphia Inquirer’s
website.

“I was honored to be their quarterback
and took the privilege to heart every day,”
he wrote.

Vick, a four-time Pro Bowl selection who
will be 34 in June, was once considered the
most dynamic player in the NFL, particu-
larly during his first six NFL seasons with
the Atlanta Falcons. His playing career
was abruptly halted for two seasons in
2007 when he pleaded guilty to being part
of a dog fighting ring. He served 21 months
in federal prison, and two more in home
confinement. Since his release in 2009,
Vick has worked with the Humane Society
of the United States to stop organized ani-
mal fighting.

Sanchez’s release came as no surprise,
but completes a stunning downfall for the
quarterback who once drew comparisons

@

college teammate Andy Dalton. New-
house was an unrestricted free agent after
spending four seasons in Green Bay. He
played in 14 games last season, starting
two of them. He was the left tackle at Texas
Christian for three years while Dalton was
the quarterback.

® The estate of Hall of Famer Mike
Webster and dozens of former players
suing the league over concussion injuries
agreed to pause their lawsuit to see if it will
join other similar cases being reviewed by
a federal judge for settlement.

m Tennessee Titans defensive end
Adewale Ojomo has been arrested in a
prostitution sting. A Miami police report
stated the 25-year-old South Florida native
was booked into jail Friday morning on a
charge of soliciting a prostitute. He was
being held on $500 bail.

Kenseth wins Cup pole

FONTANA, Calif. — Matt Kenseth on
Friday won the pole for Sunday’s NASCAR
Sprint Cup race at Fontana, edging Brad
L >

RoN CorTes, PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER/MCT

Michael Vick, who suffered numerous
injuries the past three seasons, lost his
starting job with the Philadelphia Eagles
to Nick Foles last season.

to Joe Namath after helping lead the Jets
to consecutive AFC title games in 2009 and
2010. He struggled with consistency after
that, and spent last season on injured re-
serve after tearing the labrum in his right
shoulder in a preseason game.

Sanchez had three years remaining on
his contract, but his $13.1 million salary
cap number for next season — and $2 mil-
lion roster bonus due Tuesday — made it
unlikely the team would keep him at that
amount.

In other NFL news:

® The Oakland Raiders acquired Matt
Schaub from Houston for a sixth-round
draft pick, giving the quarterback a second
chance after he lost his starting job with
the Texans last season. The deal also is a
second chance for Oakland general man-
ager Reggie McKenzie, whose trade last
spring for Matt Flynn was a bust when he
couldn’t win the starting job and was even-
tually released early in the season.

® The Cincinnati Bengals signed of-
fensive tackle Marshall Newhouse from
Green Bay on Friday, reuniting him with

Kenseth won his first pole of the sea-
son for Joe Gibbs Racing by turning a
lap at 187.315 mph, beating Keselowski’s
187.105.

Five-time Fontana champion Jimmie
Johnson was third, followed by Kevin Har-
vick. Clint Bowyer came in fifth.

Announcer drops ethnic slur

SAN DIEGO — CBS announcer Andrew
Catalon apologized to a Polish-born Gonza-
ga player for using a derogatory term while
describing the defense Oklahoma State
was using against Przemek Karnowski.

In an effort to make a comeback in the
second half, Oklahoma State started delib-
erately fouling Karnowski, who is a poor
free-throw shooter. Catalon, the play-by-
play announcer for the game, called the
strategy “Hack-a-Polack.”

Catalon apologized on the air for using
the term, and then found Karnowski after
the game to apologize to him personally.

Scott leads by 7 at Bay Hill

ORLANDO, Fla. — Adam Scott matched
the lowest 36-hole score in the Arnold
Palmer Invitational and took a record
seven-shot lead into the weekend.

On a tougher and more blustery after-
noon at Bay Hill, the Masters champion

birdied five of eight holds late in the second
round. Even with a three-putt bogey on his
last hole, Scott finished with a 4-under 68.

He was at 14-under 130, tying the 36-hole
record at Bay Hill shared by Tom Watson
and Andy Bean in 1981. His seven-shot
lead over J.B. Holmes, Chesson Hadley and
Francesco Molinari shattered the mark for
the largest lead in this event. Tiger Woods
(2002) and Paul Azinger (1988) led by four
shots; both went on to win.

Also:

® At Phoenix, Mirim Lee remained
atop the JTBC Founders Cup leaderboard
in her third LPGA Tour start. The 23-year-
old South Korean player shot a S-under 67
Friday to take a two-stroke advantage over
16-year-old Lydia Ko into the weekend at
Desert Ridge’s Wildfire Golf Club.

Tigers acquire SS Romine

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — The Detroit Ti-
gers quickly moved to help replace injured
shortstop Jose Iglesias, acquiring Andrew
Romine from the Los Angeles Angels for
left-hander Jose Alvarez.

The AL Central champions dealt for
Romine a day after they learned Iglesias
could miss the season because of stress
fractures in both legs.

In other MLB news:

® The Cincinnati Reds’ Skip Schumaker
dislocated his left shoulder while making
a diving attempt to cut off a line drive in
the outfield on Friday and will miss about a
month. The veteran utility player signed a
two-year contract with the Reds on Novem-
ber 26. He is expected to provide backup at
second base and the outfield

Federer wins in Sony return

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. — Roger Federer
made a victorious return to the Sony Open
after skipping last year’s tournament,
beating big-serving Ivo Karlovic 6-4, 7-6
(4) Friday. Federer lost only three service
points against his 6-foot-11 opponent, and
in a match with few rallies, he committed
only three unforced errors.

Three-time champion Novak Djokovic
followed Federer onto the stadium court
and into the third round, beating Jeremy
Chardy 6-4, 6-3. Defending champion
Andy Murray, playing for the first time
since he parted with coach Ivan Lend], ral-
lied from a break down in the third set to
beat Matthew Ebden 3-6, 6-0, 6-1.
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Boston center Patrice Bergeron,

Joe ManoNEeY/AP

left, collides with Colorado left wing Patrick Bordeleau during the

second period of Friday’s game in Denver. Bergeron scored his 21st goal this season during the game.

Roundup

Bruins blank Avalanche,
stretch win streak to 11

The Associated Press

DENVER — The Boston Bruins became the
first NHL team to clinch a spot in the Stanley Cup
playoffs. And they did it by refusing to get ahead of
themselves.

Patrice Bergeron and Carl Soderberg each had
a goal, Chad Johnson stopped 31 shots for his third
career shutout, and the Bruins beat the Colorado
Avalanche 2-0 on Friday night for their 11th win in
arow.

“We don’t really worry about how many we've
‘won or who we’re playing in one day or two days,”
Johnson said. “We just worry about who’s next.
That’s sort of where our mindset is. Just staying in
the moment, I think, is the biggest key to our suc-
cess right now.”

Boston defenseman Zdeno Chara said clinching a
postseason berth won’t alter that mindset.

“We still have to play our hockey, really focusing
on the little details going into the playoffs, and not
getting satisfied and complacent,” he said. “We just
still have to push our team to the best, maximum
results.”

Johnson was at the center of their latest success,
which pushed their point total to 101, the 21st time
the team has reached the 100-point threshold.

“He made some saves that helped us a lot,” Bos-
ton defenseman Dougie Hamilton said. “I thought
he played really well.”

Colorado pulled goalie Semyon Varlamov for an
extra attacker with five minutes remaining but
couldn’t avert its first shoutout of the season. The
Avalanche had scored at least once in 80 straight
games since their previous shutout last April 6 at
Phoenix.

“They slowed us down and they did a good job,”
Colorado’s Matt Duchene said of Boston. “We hadn’t
been shut out all year. Usually, it happens against
great teams.”

Colorado, which handed Boston its only shutout of
the season on Oct. 10, was the last NHL team to be
blanked this season.

“I thought our play was very positive,” Avalanche
coach Patrick Roy said. “We had a lot of good chanc-
es early on. Except for maybe the first six or seven

minutes of the start of the third, I thought we played
better than them. Their goalie played really well.
He made some great saves.”

Johnson turned away a flurry of shots in the final
minutes and delivered two key saves in the second
period, using his glove to stop Nathan MacKinnon’s
shot on a breakaway and stuffing Jan Hejda’s shot
from up close with his upper body.

“They had some good chances there in the sec-
ond, and I just tried to be in position and make the
saves when I thought I could,” said Johnson, who
improved to 10-0-1 in his last 11 starts.

‘With the Bruins on the power play, Loui Eriksson
passed to Soderberg in the lower right circle for a
wrist shot into the upper corner of the net on Var-
lamov’s stick side. That made it 2-0 at 13:11 of the
second period.

Rangers 3, Blue Jackets 1: Derick Brassard and
Derek Stepan scored third-period goals, and Henrik
Lundgvist made 25 saves to lead visiting New York
over Columbus.

It was the first game back in Columbus for Rang-
ers star Rick Nash, the Blue Jackets’ franchise leader
in goals, assists and games. He was given a standing
ovation during a video tribute in the first period, but
was booed after a second-period, two-handed shove
of Columbus goalie Sergei Bobrovsky.

Blackhawks 3, Hurricanes 2: Jonathan Toews’
short-handed breakaway goal early in the third pe-
riod broke a tie as host Chicago edged Carolina.

Patrick Sharp scored his team-leading 30th goal
and Kris Versteeg ended an eight-game drought
to help the Blackhawks win without leading scorer
Patrick Kane, who was placed on long-term injured
reserve after sustaining a lower-body injury on
Wednesday.

Predators 6, Flames 5: Shea Weber scored twice,
including the go-ahead goal late in the third period,
and visiting Nashville escaped with a one-goal win
over Calgary.

Tied 4-4 and with the Predators on the power
play, Weber took a perfect pass from Matt Cullen
and blasted a high slap shot past Joey MacDonald
from the faceoff dot to put Nashville back into the
lead at 14:28.

Eastern Blackhaw 2
Atlant Carolina G l 1-2
GP s GF G Chicago 1-3
Boston 101 225149 Second Peri Iod—l Chlcago. SharD 30
Tampa Bay 5 208185 Shaw, Handzus), hicago, Ver-
Montreal 3 182180 Steeg 11 (Leddy, Seabrook), 16:26. 3, Car-
Toronto 0 208219 olina, Semin Zﬂ (E.Staal, Sekera), 19:22.
Detroit 7 183194 P —4, Carolma, Semin 21
Ottawa 9 198234 B(DD) 5, Chicago, Toews 28,
Florida 0 173225
Buffalo 8 136206 “Shots on Goal—Carolina 4-14-10—28.
Chicago 11-9-5—25.
Pittsburgh 5 218173 nwer-play oppurtnnllles—carollna 1
Philadelphia 1 199197 of 6; Cmcag
N.Y.Rangers 0 188175 Carollna‘ Khudobin 15-11-0
Columbus '8 200192 (25 shuts 22 _saves). Chicago, Crawford
Washington 7 205211 28-12-10 (28-26).
New Jersey 3 172183 A—21,857 (19,717). T=2:22.
Carolina 9 174198
N.Y.Islanders 1 195239

Western Conference
Cgmral Di "5ig“

. w T Pts GF G
st. Louis 47 7 101 226156
Chicago 41 15 7 240184
Colorado 4 6 94 216194
Minnesota 6 183 141n2
Dallas 2 1175 196201
Winnipeg 2 9 73 199208
Nashville 030 3110 70 171213
Pacific Division
San Jose 6 799 219170
Anaheim 5 7 97 22178
Los Angeles 9 6 84 170149
Phoenix 4 79 194197
Vancouver 2 10 7 172194
Calgary 8 63 173209
Edmonton 5 177228

9 59
ote: Two uomts for a win, one point
for overtim I
ay 's games.
N.Y. Rangers 3, Columbus 1

Nashville 6, Calgary 5
lay’s games

St. Louis ot PRIATCISR
Tampa Bay at Pittsburgh
Detroit at Minnesota
Ottawa a
Plata ot Y Regeles
Montreal at Toronto

LY. Rangers at New Jersey
carolina at Winnipeg
Boston at Phoel
Calgary at Cmanton

Washington at San Jose

unday’s games

Columbus At N-Y, jsfanders
st Louis at pittsburgh
Toronto at New Jersey
Nashville at Chicago
Minnesota at Detroit
Buffalo at Vancouver
Florida at Anaheim

Friday
Bruins 2, Avalanche 0
Boston 1 1 0—2
Colorado

First Period-1, Boston, Bérgeron 21
(Hamilton, cnara), 1
63, Bos oston, Soderberg
13 (Erlkssun - Hamiiton, 13:11 (pp).
GoalBoston 615028,
Colorado 10551
Power-piay opportunities—Boston 1

oaties Eoston C.Johnson 16:3-1 (31
shots-31 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 34-
14-5 (28-26).

A—18,007 (18,007). T—:

Predators 6, Flames 5
ash il 2 2 2 5

ary
g 1, Nashville, ! Bartley 1

(C. Smlth chnes) 5:10. 2, Nashville,

e 17 Ceidhor. lilany, 85, 3. Carary

Russell 5 (Gioidano, Cammaliér, 15:26

Second Period—4, Nashvllle. Horn-
awst 14 (Del Zotto, Cullen), 4: cal-
malieri 21 (Russeli), 6 3 6,

&ldary Hudier 15 (Glordano, Glencross).
714, 7, Nashullie, Stalberg & Bourque:
Jarnirsi, 806, & Calgary, Backlund 18
(Bouma, McGrattan), 13:3
Third Period—o, Nashuille, Weber 18
(cullen, HoravisD, 14:38 (pp). 10, Nash-
viile, Cullen 7 (Josi, Horngvist), 17:08. 11,
Calgary, Cammallerl 22 (Russell, Back"
Iund) 6.
“on Goal—Nashville 6-9-7—22.
Calgarys -10-10-29,
r-play. opportu
1 ovz calgary
—Nashviile, Rinne (18 shots-
14 saves), Hutton 16- 11-4 (13:31 second,
. Calg 0 (13-9), MacDonald
4-4-1 (8:06 second, 9-7).
—19,289 (19,269). T—-2:27.

Rangers 3, Blue Jackets 1
N.Y. Rangers 09 33
Columbus 1-1

e period—1, Columbug, Fohnt
18, 1:12. 2, N.Y. Rangers, Slepan 14 (Mc-
Donagh, Stralman) 1:56. N.Y. Rang-
ers, Braseard 16 (Siral S Zuccareie,

ies—Nashville

-4, N.Y. Rangers, Hagelin 17 (Zucca’
relio, Staal), 19:21 (en).

Rangers 14-12-
s, Rang-

era 0 0 Calum b or g,
oalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 27-
22:3°36 Shots: -25 saves). Columbus, Bo-
brovsky 27-18-4
W53 18 L, F2:20.

Scoring leaders
Through March 21
GP G

A PTS
sidney Crosby, Pit o1
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 66 29 47 76
Phil kessel, Tor 713539 74
Tyler Seguin, Dal 3141 72
Claude Giroux, Phi 69 24 48 72
Alex Ovechkin, Was 67 46 23 69
Corey Perry, Anh 3633 69
Patrick Sharp, Chi 71 30 39 69
Patrick Kane, Chi 69 29 20 69
Kyle Ok Vi 2742 6
Nicklas Backstrom, Was 71 13 56 69
Joe Thornton, SJ 71 11 58 69

7

Jerr Havnes/AP

Chicago goalie Corey Crawford (50) makes a save on a shot by
Carolina center Elias Lindholm on Friday in Chicago.
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Scoreboard

National League
East Division
w L

Pct  GB
Atlanta 0 0 000 -
0 0 000 -
0 0 000 -
Phnadelphla 0 0 000 -
ngton 0 0 000 -
Central Division
Chicago 0 0 000 -
Cincinnati 0 0 000 -
Milwaukee 0 0 000 -
Pittsburgh 0 0 000 -
st. Louis. 0. 0 000 —
West Division
Los Angeles 10 1000 -
Color 0 0 000 %
0 0 000 %
220 Pandisco 0 0 000 %
Arizona 0 1 000 1
iday's games
No games s e

Saturday’s games
LA. Dodgers 3. Arizona
Bodgers iy a.0) va. Arizona (Ca-
nilFo6) ot Sydne

No games Sehethie

Saturday
Dodgers 3, Diamondbacks 1

games

Los Angeles Arizona
ab r hbi ab r hbi

uig rf 500 0 Pollockef 4000
JuTmrzb 401 0 AHil2b 3010
HRmrzss 40 0 0 Gidschib 41 20
AdGnziTb 321 0 Prado3b 4000
vnshyklf 312 2 Trumolf 4001
Uribe3b 40 0 0 Monterc 4010
Ethiercf 40 0 1 Owingsss 30 00
Afllisc 200 0 GParrarf 4010
Kershwp 30 1 0 Mileyp 1000
CPerezp 000 0 Gregrsph 10 00
BWilsnp 000 0 Harisp 0000
Guerrrph 00 0 0 ErChvzph 10 00
Baxterph 10 0 0 Zieglerp 00 00
Jansenp 00 0 0 OPerezp 0000
tzp 0000

Totals 33353 Totals 33151
Los Angeles 010 200 0003
Arizon: 000 001 000—1
5 2 iTurner <. Prado (1), LOB-—Los
geles 7, Ari d.Gonzalez

(1) Van sl ke G5 Botdschmidt (. HR—
Van Slyke

IP H R ER BB SO
eles.
Kershaw W,1-0 64 5 1 1 1 7
C.PerezH,1 50 0 0 0 0
B.Wilson H,1 1 0 00 02
Jansen Sl 1 0 00 1 1
ona

Mlley L0-1 5 3 3 3 28
arris 2 1 0 0 0 3
Zlegler 1 1 00 10
O.perez ‘/1 0 n 000
Pu!z 0 D 0 0

—by OPereZ (A.] Ills)
shaw M\Iey T—2:49. A—38,266 (47 uou)

Calendar

t day to request un-
conrona relehas watvars oA olaye:
without having to pay his full 2014 sal-

30 — Opening day in North
Ameru:av Los Angeles Dodgers at San
Dlego Active rosters reduced to 25 play-

"Sune 5 — Amateur dratft.
July B All-Star Game, Minneapolis.
De dline for amateur draft
chks o, slg

uly 27 — Hall of Fame inductions,
Cogperstown, N.Y.
31 — Last day to trade a player
wwhout gecuring waivers.
— Active rosters expand to 40
Dlayers

LEAVING AFGHANISTAN?

Don’t miss out on Privileged OGONUS Pricing! « Exclusive Military Rebates
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Kershaw, Dodgers top D-backs in opener

Los Angeles ace allows one run, Van Slyke homers in Australia’s first regular-season game

By DENNIs Passa
The Associated Press

SYDNEY — Opening day turned out to be a
pretty g’day for ace Clayton Kershaw and the
Los Angeles Dodgers.

Kershaw flashed his Cy Young form, Scott
Van Slyke homered and the NL West champi-
ons opened the Major League Baseball season
with a 3-1 victory over the Arizona Diamond-
backs on Saturday night at Sydney Cricket
Ground.

A crowd of about 40,000 watched as MLB
played its first regular-season game in
Australia.

Kershaw, who signed a seven-year, $215
million contract in January, allowed one run
and five hits in 6%/5 innings. Van Slyke hit a
two-run homer and also doubled.

The first pitch was delayed because of rain
for 14 minutes. By then, the long trip Down
Under had taken even longer for some Ari-
zona players.

A team bus had a flat tire, and the Diamond-
backs said “a handful” of players decided to
walk the last half-mile to the stadium instead
of waiting for a replacement bus.

Kershaw was impressive while making
his fourth consecutive opening-day start. He
struck out seven, walked one and was pulled
by manager Don Mattingly after throwing his
102nd pitch.

Quite a turnaround from spring training,
when the two-time NL Cy Young winner went
0-3 with 2 9.20 ERA in four starts.

“Sometimes you just need the adrenaline
of a regular-season game, and I just kind of
feel relieved to get this one under my belt,” he
said.

“It’s always good to get results, obviously,”
he said. “This one counted.”

In his previous opening-day starts, Ker-
shaw was 2-0 with 19 strikeouts in 19 score-
less innings.

“Kershaw did a good job keeping us in
the middle of the diamond,” Diamondbacks
manager Kirk Gibson said. “He threw a good
ballgame against us. We know they’re always
going to be close.”

Three relievers kept the Diamondbacks
scoreless with hitless work. Chris Perez, a
five-time All-Star with Cleveland before join-
ing the Dodgers in the offseason, got the last
out in the seventh.

Brian Wilson pitched the eighth and closer
Kenley Jansen got the save. Jansen walked a

Rick RycrorT/AP

meLosAlgelesDodgers’SoottVansiyke

right, is Adrian

gle in the seventh into a double, but was eas-
ily thrown out at second by left fielder Mark
Trumbo.

“My baserunning needs some work,” Ker-
shaw said, laughing. “I almost stopped at first
base and then went to second, and that hesita-
tion probably killed me. I'm not that fast, so
I need all the help I can get. Fortunately, it
didn’t hurt us very much.”

Van Slyke, playing left field because of an
injury to Matt Kemp and paternity leave to
Carl Crawford, nearly cleared the left-field
fence in the second inning. His double set up a
grounder by Andre Ethier that scored Adrian
Gonzalez with the Dodgers’ first run.

In his next at-bat in the fourth, Van Slyke
connected off losing pitcher Wade Miley for a
drive over the right-field fence — just inside
the foul pole — with Gonzalez again on base
to put the Dodgers up 3-0.

“I thought that it was either going to be a
foul or caught,” Van Slyke said. “I didn’t think
it had a chance to go out. I felt more relaxed
and had a little more energy and focus than I
did in the exhibition games.”

Sydney Cricket Ground was refurbished
two weeks ago to create the baseball diamond
and an outfield with an 8-foot wall. It was
328 feet down the foul lines and 400 feet to
center.

Gonzalez after hitting a lwo-run home run
Saturday in Sydney. The Dodgers beat the
Arizona Diamondbacks 3-1.

batter before getting Gerardo Parra to ground
out to end the game.

“Clayton was really good, kind of as always

.. kind of doing his thing,” Mattingly said.
“He’s a tough guy to take out of the game, he
always wants to stay in. And I thought our bull-
pen was really good tonight. Chris comes in
and gets a big out for us there and Wilson did a
good job and Jansen in closing the door.”

There were plenty of Dodgers and Diamond-
backs uniforms in the crowd, some worn by
American visitors and others by Australians
who had flown across the country to watch the
opener and Sunday’s second game, when an-
other capacity crowd was expected.

They feasted on baseball-style treats like
nachos stuffed in batting helmets and Cracker
Jack, which is not usually sold in Australia. If
you could afford the cost and the calories, a
2-foot-long hot dog sold for $36.

Kershaw ran like he’d eaten one of those hot
dogs when he tried to stretch a one-out sin-
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Mlley, who came out for a pinch hitter in the
fifth, got the opening day assignment because
of a left elbow injury to Diamondbacks ace
Patrick Corbin. Miley gave up three runs and
three hits, striking out eight with two walks.

Both teams finished with five hits.

The Diamondbacks scored in the sixth after
a double by Paul Goldschmidt, who had two
hits. He moved to third on Kershaw’s wild
pitch and scored on Trumbo’s infield out. The
Diamondbacks were shut out 5-0 in an exhi-
bition game Friday by Team Australia when
they stranded 11 runners.

A series of thunderstorms but little rain
around the stadium about two hours ahead of
the start cut short the Dodgers’ batting prac-
tice and tarp was rolled on to the field. That
caused the start of the game to be delayed and
canceled the pregame ceremonies.

Notes: The Dodgers placed Kemp and
pitcher Josh Beckett on the 15-day disabled
list Friday as they pared their active roster to
25 players. Chad Billingsley, recovering from
right elbow surgery, also was put on the DL.
Beckett has a bruised thumb and Kemp is re-
habbing from ankle surgery.

BEST-SELLING
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NatHaN DENETTE, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Oklahoma City forward Kevin Durant is congratulated by teammate
Serge Ibaka, left, after hitting a !hme-pointer with 1.7 seconds

left in the second overtime of

’s game against the Raptors in

Toronto. The Thunder won 119-118 in double overtime.

Roundup

Durant scores 51
in double-0T win

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Kevin Durant
had 51 points and 12 rebounds to
lead the Oklahoma City Thunder
past the Toronto Raptors 119-118
in double overtime, despite los-
ing NBA All-Star guard Russell
Westbrook to a right knee injury
in the third quarter.

Durant hit the go-ahead three
with 1.7 seconds left in the second
overtime to win it for the Thun-
der, who won their fourth straight
and finished off a 3-0 road trip.

Durant has scored 25 or more
in 34 straight games, the NBA’s
longest streak since Michael Jor-
dan did itin 40 consecutive games
in 1986-87.

Knicks 93, 76ers 92: Amare
Stoudemire had 22 points and 10
rebounds and Carmelo Antho-
ny scored 21 as New York beat
host Philadelphia for its eighth
straight win.

It was the 23rd straight loss for
the Sixers, matching the Vancou-
ver Grizzlies (1995-96), Denver
Nuggets (1997-98) and Charlotte
Bobcats (2011-12) for the sec-
ond-longest single-season losing
streak in NBA history.

Pacers 91, Bulls 79: Luis
Scola had 19 points and Lance
Stephenson finished with 15 to
lead host Indiana over Chicago.

The Pacers, who went on a 19-0
run in the third quarter, now have
a 13-game lead over the Bulls in
the Central Division.

Nets 114, Celtics 98: Joe
Johnson hit six three-pointers in
his 27 points and Mason Plumlee
added 18 points as Brooklyn won
its 11th straight at home, beating
Boston.

Former Celtic Paul Pierce had
14 points and Andray Blatche and
Jorge Gutierrez added 10 apiece

for the Nets, who won their third
straight game.

Heat 91, Grizzlies 86: Ray
Allen scored 18 points to lead
Miami to a comeback victory over
visiting Memphis.

Miami rallied from an 84-77
deficit with 4:08 remaining and
scored 11 unanswered points.

Mavericks 122, Nuggets 106:
Monta Ellis scored 26 points and
Dirk Nowitzki added 21 as Dallas
pulled away from visiting Denver
in the fourth quarter.

The Mavericks avoided a season
sweep by the Nuggets, who ran
away with a win in Denver two
weeks ago to hand Dallas its lon-
gest losing streak at three games.

Suns 98, Pistons 92: Eric
Bledsoe scored 15 of his 23 points
in the fourth quarter as host
Phoenix pulled out a victory over
Detroit.

Goran Dragic added 20 points,
15 in the first half, and Markieff
Morris scored 16 for the Suns.

Wizards 117, Lakers 107:
John Wall had 28 points and 14
assists, leading visiting Washing-
ton past spiraling Los Angeles.

Steve Nash, who sat out 15
games because of chronic nerve
damage in his back that has lim-
ited him to 11 appearances all
season, had 11 assists and five
points in 19 minutes off the bench
for the Lakers.

Spurs 99, Kings 79: Marco
Belinelli scored 13 of his 17 points
in the fourth quarter and Kawhi
Leonard had 15 points and seven
rebounds as NBA-leading San
Antonio eased past host Sacra-
mento for its 12th straight win.

Pelicans 111, Hawks 105:
Anthony Davis had 34 points and
11 rebounds as New Orleans beat
host Atlanta.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

L Pct GB
Toronto 30 559 —
Brooklyn 3157 14
New York 0 420 9%
Boston 47 329
Philadelphia 54 217 23%
" southeast Division
x-Miami 20 701 -
Washington 33 52 12
Charlotte 36 418 15
Atlanta 36 463 16
Orlando 50 215 29
Central Division
x-Indiana 118 1 o
Chicago 8 51013
Cleveiand 6 43 317 25
Detroit 5 368 25%
Milwaukee 3 % i %

Western Conference

Southwest Division
X L Pct GB
san Antonio 16 765 —
Houston 2 6
Dallas 28 11
Memphis 28 12
New Orleans 40 2%
Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 118 739 -
portiand 5 24 652 6
Minnesota 4 33 507 16
Denver 138 449 20
ah 2 47 319 29
Pacific Division
A. Clippers 8 21 696
Golden Bore 4 2% 629 4%
oenix 0 29 580 8
sacramento 4 45 348 2
Laker: 2 46 324 25%

x cllncned vlayoff spot
urs
Oklahoma City mz &eveland 95

o
emoton 103
Golden State 115, Milviaukee 110

Indiana 91, Cmca 0 7
New York 93, Phlladelp
Olanoma Clty 118, Teronto 118, 20T
3rcoklyn 114, Boston 98
mi 91, phis 86
ew Orleans 111 Atlanta 105
allas 122, Denver 1
hoenlx BB. Detroit 92
0 99, Sacramento 79
, L.A. Lakers 107
day's games
portland at Charlotte

San Antonio at Golden State
Detroit at L A

S games
Atlanta at Toronlo
Phoenix at Minnesota
Washington at Denver
Milwaukee at Sacramento
Brooklyn at Dallas
Cleveland at New York
Orlando at L.A. Lakers

Friday
Heat 91, Grizzlies 86
'HIS — Prince 0-2 0-0 0, Randolph
ZO 1 25 Gasol 6-11 2-3 14, Conley 4-
124-512, Lee 4-14 2-2 12, T.Allen 3,
Calathes 2-3 0- 04, Koufos 4-5 D 0 8, Miller
-4 D 03, lohnscn 2-3 1-2 5. Totals 36-79

1-1°

- James 7-14 -2 15, Bosh 4-15
den 2-2 1-1 5, Chalmers 4-7 3-4
d S a 5 Andbraen 34 s,
-14 2-2 18, Haslem 1-2 0-0 2,
Batior 11 0.0 Totals 35.75 34
2 21 25 18-86
15 30 23 23-91
Goals—Memphis 3-14

Three- Pomt

M i mp
17 (Conley o). Miami 20 (James 7). Total
Fouls—Memphis 19, Miami 18. Techni-
cals—Memphis defensive three second
5°AZ20,007 (15,600).

Thunder 119,
Raptors 118 (20T)
OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 15-32 14-
19 51, Ibaka 6-15 1-1 13, Adams 0-2 0-0
0, Westbrook 5-13 4-4 15, Roberson 0-0
0-0 0, Thabeet 0-0 0-0 0, Butler 1-9 1-2 4,
Jackson 7-15 10-10 25, Collison 1-2 1-2 3,
90 08, Lamb 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 38-

oRoNTo Ross 1-90-02, Johnson 12-
191-2 25, Valanciunas 3-11 2-2 8, Lowry 6-
1689 25, DeRozan 9-23 15-16 33, Saimons
o .

0- 00 Totals kS 101 28331
20

3% 1121

er, Vasq eboune
homa City 65 (Jackson, Durant 12), Toron-
0 67 (Valanciunas 13). Assists—Oklahoma
City 18 (Durant 7), Toronto 17 (Lowr Jchnr
son, Vasquez 4). Total —Oklahom:
City 30, Toronto 32. Techmca\s—nurant,
Ibaka. A—19,800 (19,800).

i |
Davio Tuuis/AP

Pelicans forward Davis
had 34 points and 11 rebounds
in New Orleans’ 111-105 win
over Atlanta on Friday.

Mavericks 122, Nuggets 106

DENVER — Chandler 3-6 0-0 6, Faried

23 o7 0-0
18, Randolph 4-7 0-0 10, Arthur 4-6 2-2 11,
Fournier 2-6 2-2 7, Brooks 3-7 0-0 6, Miller
-2.0-0 3. Totals 40-81 13-21 106.
— Marion 7-110-0 14, NOWItZkI
9-15 2-3 21, Dalembert 1-6 2-2 4, Calderon
2-9.0-0 10, Ellis 11-14 2-2 26, B|a|r032

24" 25 28-106
26 35 29 32-122

ssis! nve
(Ellis 7). Total Fouls—Denver 19, Dallas 18.
Technicals—Faried. A—20,188 (19,200).

Spurs 99, Kings 79
SAN ANTONIO — Leonard 4-11 5-6 15,
Duncan 3-12 4-6 10, Spllller 5-8 1-1 11'
Parker 6-15 1-1 14, Green 1-6 0-0 3, Gin
bili 4-11 6-7 14, Diaw 1-4 0-0 2, Belinelli 7-
12 2-3 17, Mills 382285 esl-lD-OZ
oseDh 1- Z 1-1 3, Ayres

Sacramento
Three-Point Goals—San_Antonio 5-25
(Leonard_2-6, Bel nelli 12 Parker 1-2,

13 14 20 22-79

Green 1-3, Dia Bonner 0-2, Mills
0 3 Ginobili 0-6). Sacramento 414 (Out:

W 2- 4 Gaé/ clemore 1-4, Thomas
03 out— ebounds—San
Antonln 59 (Splllter 11), Sacramento 58
(Cousins 13) Assists—San Antonio 18
(Duncan 6), Sacramento 17 (Cousins 5).
Total Fouls—San Antomo 17, Sacramento
22. Technicals—Duncan, 'Sacramento
Coach Malone. A—17.517 (17,317,

Suns 98, Pistons 92

DETROIT — J.Smith 7-19 0-8 15, Monroe
s 16 4 7 16, Drummond 57,3713 Jen-

gler 4-11 0-0 9,
4 11 908, Stuckey 10- 19 1 123, Calé’we\l-
e 2-2/0-0 4, Jerebko 1-3 2-3 4. Totals
35 6 10:26 92,
PHOENIX — Tucker 4-8 2-3 13, Frye 1-
6 0-0 2, Plumlee 4°5 3-3 11, Bledsoe 8-16

6-9 3-4 16, Green 4-12 3-4 12, Len 0-2 0-0
O.MarcMomsD -3 1-2 1, 1.Smith 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 33-73 24-35 98.
rmt 271 23 21 21-92
Phoeni; 26 25 22 25-98

Three-Point Goals—Detroita. 16 (Stuck-
ey 2-3, Singler 1-3, .Smith 1-5, Jennings
0-1, Jerebko 0-2, Bynum 0-2), Phoenix

Beal 5-13 4-6 8, Harrmgton
5 555 15 Webster 1-50-0 2, G n5-8
111 11 Miller 3-31-2 8, seraphm 0- 00 00,

e 0-0 0-0 0, PurterJr 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 267 2329 117,

KERS — Bazemore 1-31-3 3, Gasol
6195514, Sacre 58 11 1, Marsnallz 80-
04, Meeks 7- 175 621, Kelly 3-41-27, Henry
6-100-0 12, Young 7-16 3-4 21, Nash 2-4 0-0

5 il 4.7 112 6. Totals 43.01 14-23 107,

Washington 33 25 30 29-117
LA Lakers 21 26 34 26-107
Three-Point Goals—Washington 10-25
(Beal 4-6, Ariza 2-5, Harrington 2-6, Miller

0-2). Fouled = Out—None. ~Rebounds—

al
Technicals—Ariza, Hill, Young. Flagrant
Fouls—Gooden. _ Ejectéd—Gooden, ~ Hill.
A—18,112 (18,997).

Pacers 91, Bulls 79

HICAGO — Dunleavy 3-9 3-3 9, Boozer
51309 10, Noah 5-15 2-2 12, Hinrich 3-6
Butler 5-113-4 17, Gibson 1-65-6 7,
Augusnne 14 5-7 17, Snell 0-2 0-0 0, Mo~
harr'\'med 0-00-0 0. Totals 28-77 18-24 79.

Three-Point  Goals_Chicag:

5-11
(J.Butler 4-6, Hlnrlch 157, Snell 0-1, Dun-
Indiana 2-11

son, Indiana Coach Vogel, In
sive three second. Flagrant Fouls Booz-
er. A_18,165 (18,165).

Knicks 93, 76ers 92

NEW YORK — Anthony 5-16 9-12 21,
Stoudemire 10-15 2

0- -
Nunnally 1540:03, Johnson-odom 00 0-0
0. Tota\saA 9114-2192. s

Phllldeklhll 24 12 29 21-92

Three-Point Goa\s New Vcrk 7-29
(Shumpert 3-6, Anthoi ith 2-
9, Prigioni 0-1, Chandler 0- l Felton 0-2,
Har daway Jr. 0-5), Phlladelphwa 10-41
(Voung 3-9, Wroten 2-6, Carter-Williams
Nunnally -3, Mullens 1-4, Anderson

andlel
(i arter-Williams 13). Assists_New

York 30 (Prigioni 9), Philadeiphia 20 (Cart-
gr-williams 9). Total Fouls_New York 17,

Bench, Phlladelphla defensive three sec-
ond. A_12,745 (20,328).

Nets 114, Celtics 98

BOSTON — Green 6-153-3 16. Bass 4.8

5R00}

ce 1-1 7 65 18,
Williams 2-4'1-2'6, Livingston 11224
Blatche 4-10 2-3 10, Kirilenko 3-4 0-2 6,
Teletovic 3-6 1-3 7, Thornton 3-9 2-2 9,
Gutierrez 5-6 0-0 10, Anderso 0-0 0,
Collins 11 0-0 2, Teague 0-2 1-2 1. Totals
oston 28 26 22 22- 98
Brooklyn 28 22-114

Three-Point Goals_Boston 9-27 (Brad-
ley 4-9, Bayless 2-4, Babb 1-1, Rond
Green 1-4, Olynyk 0-1, C.Johnson 0-2, Suil-

ingston, Wl\liam tal Fouls_Boston
18, Brooklyn 17. A_T’ 732 (17.7327
Pelicans 111, Hawks 105

NEW ORLEANS — Evans 7-12 7-8 21,
Davis 11-19 12-15 34, Stiemsma 0-0 1-2

3
Totals 36:70 35-43 111,
A — Carroli 2-10 3-3 7, Millsap
9-15 1-1 20, Antic 4-9 5-7 14, Teag e 8-16
126, Mack 7-11 0-0 18, Brand 0-2 0-0 0,
i , Martin 0-2 2-2 2, Scott
4-82-3 10, Schroder 2-5 0-0 4, Muscala 1-3
0-0 2. Totals 38-85 21-27 105.
New or leans 20 24 25 42-111
Atlan 16 28 27 34-105
int Goals_New Orleans 4-13
(Bambi 53 Millor 31, A Gl Mor.
row 0-2, Rabert 0-4), Atlanta 8-28 (Mack
4-8, Teagu s
Schiroder 0.1, Williame- 0-L, Martin
Scott 0-2, Carroll 0-4). Fouled Out_None.
Rebounds_New Orleans 53 (Davis 11).
Atlanta 47 (Carroll 7). Assists_New
leans 20 (Roberts 5), Atlanta 27 (Teague
8). Total Fouls_New Orleans 28, Atlanta
25, TechnicalsRivers, New Oriéans de.
fensive three Second, Teague. Flagrant
Fouls_Brand. A_15,476 (18,729).
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Tennessee guard Jordan McRae, center, gets to the hoop in b

Aoam Lau, KnoxviLLe News SENTINEL/AP

M: forward
Carter (22) and center Cady Lalanne, while Volunteers forward Jarnell Stokes, right, Iooks on during the
second half on Friday. Tennessee won 86-67.

Midwest Region

Stokes, Vols top UMass

Top seeded Wichita State rolls; Mercer stuns Duke

The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Jordan
McRae flew in to throw down a
dunk on the break and increase
Tennessee’s big first-half lead,
then came down the floor to
scream triumphantly toward the
orange-clad fans near the court.

Confident? Check. Enthusias-
tic? Yep.

Maybe playing in the First Four
to get the jitters out wasn’t such
a bad thing for these Volunteers
after all.

Jarnell Stokes scored a career-
high 26 points and grabbed 14
rebounds to help Tennessee beat
Massachusetts 86-67 on Friday
in the second round of the NCAA
Midwest Regional, earning the
program’s most lopsided win in
the tournament in seven years.

Now 1lth-seeded Tennessee
faces 14th-seeded Mercer, which
beat No. 3 seed Duke, in the third
round on Sunday. The game is a
rematch of an NIT game won by
Mercer at Tennessee last year.

“We didn’t come into this tour-
nament saying, ‘OK, if we beat
UMass we can play Duke.” Not
at all,” Tennessee coach Cuonzo
Martin said. “Our guys under-
stand that it’s one game at a time.
Anything happens this time of
year.”

McRae added 21 points for the
Volunteers (23-12), who had little
trouble with the sixth-seeded
Minutemen (24-9) in a surpris-
ingly one-sided performance.

“We just wanted to keep our
foot on the gas the whole time,”
McRae said.

GerrY BROOME/AP

Duke guard Andre Dawkins
walks off the court after losing
78-71 to Mercer on Friday.

Wichita State 64, Cal Poly 37:
At St. Louis, Cleananthony Early
had 23 points and the unbeaten
Shockers faced no resistance from
the Mustangs, going to 35-0 for
the best start in NCAA history.

Top-seeded Wichita State (35-
0) dominated from the opening
tip against the only team with a
losing record in the tournament.
With the exception of Early, most
of the glaring numbers were on
defense. Cal Poly managed 13
points in the first half and shot 21
percent.

Malik Love had nine points for
the Mustangs (14-20), who won
the Big West tournament as the
No. 7 seed.

Kentucky 56, Kansas State
49: At St. Louis, Julius Randle
had 19 points and 15 rebounds,
Aaron Harrison finished with 18
points and the No. 8-seeded Wild-
cats held off Kansas State to earn
a date with Wichita State in the
next round.

The preseason No. 1, Kentucky
(25-10) is finally starting to live
up to the expectations that came
with its heralded recruiting class.
John Calipari’s bunch nearly
knocked off Florida in the SEC
title game last week and seemed
to carry that momentum right
into the Scottrade Center.

Marcus Foster had 15 points,
Shane Southwell scored 11 and
Thomas Gipson finished with 10
for Kansas State (20-13), which
started in a 1-0 hole after a tech-
nical for a dunk in pregame
warmups. The No. 9 seed then
struggled to hit from the perime-
ter against Kentucky’s tall lineup.

Mercer 78, Duke 71: At Ra-
leigh, N.C., Jakob Gollon scored
20 points and the Bears pulled
off the biggest upset in the NCAA
tournament so far by knocking
off the Blue Devils in the second
round.

Fourteenth-seeded and senior-
laden Mercer scored 11 straight
points during a late 20-5 run that
clinched the biggest victory in
school history. It was the second
one-and-done in three years for
third-seeded Duke.

Daniel Coursey added 17 points
to help Mercer (27-8) overcome
a season-high 15 three-pointers
from the Blue Devils.

Upset: More small schools
deserve chance at tourney

FROM BACK PAGE

It’s time for the selection com-
mittee to get with the times, to
recognize how much the college
basketball landscape has changed
in the past decade or so. In this
era of here-today, gone-tomor-
row stars at so many of the high-
profile schools, the out-of-touch
group that decides who gets an in-
vite to its 68-team party is leaving
a LOT of deserving teams on the
sideline. Believe us when we say,
there’s a lot more Mercers and
Stephen F. Austins out there, not
to mention Harvards and North
Dakota States, both winners on
Thursday.

Let’s take a closer look at
Mercer.

The Bears actually won the At-
lantic Sun Conference a year ago,
but were upset in the final of their
league tournament by Florida
Gulf Coast. Everyone knows the
rest of the story. Mercer was sent
packing to the NIT, while Dunk
City got the A-Sun’s automatic bid
and went on to become the dar-
lings of last year’s NCAAs with
their thoroughly entertaining run
to the Sweet 16.

This year, Mercer and Florida
Gulf Coast tied for the conference
title with matching 14-4 records,
but it was the Bears getting pay-
back in the A-Sun tournament by
knocking off the Eagles on their
home court. While Florida Gulf
Coast settled for the NIT conso-
lation prize, Mercer and its five
senior starters claimed their first
NCAA berth since 1985.

It’s obvious they were both
worthy of invitations to the Big
Dance.

This year and last.

“There was no doubt in my mind
that we were going to be there
and have an opportunity” to beat
Duke, Mercer coach Bob Hoffman
said. “Everybody was calling us
underdogs. I told them before we
ran out, ‘Let’s be super dogs.””

The NCAA could possibly take
a step in the right direction by
eliminating the automatic quali-
fiers, to give the committee more
discretion in assembling the most-
deserving field. But more than
that, there needs to be a change in
attitude, to acknowledge they play
some pretty good hoops in confer-
ences such as the Sun Belt, where
Georgia State went 17-1 in con-
ference play, lost in overtime to
Louisiana-Lafayette in the final
of its league tournament, and was
probably never even considered
for a spot in the NCAAs.

Frankly, we would’ve taken
both Georgia State and Florida
Gulf Coast over schools such as
the seventh-place team from the
Big 12 or the sixth-place squad
from the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence — especially after watch-
ing Lafayette give third-seeded
Creighton a scare on Friday.

On the first full day of the
tournament, Harvard and North
Dakota State pretty much wiped
out everyone’s brackets by beat-
ing Cincinnati and Oklahoma,
respectively. Dayton surprised a
lot of folks, too, with a one-point
squeaker over its snooty neigh-

CHuck BurTon/AP

Mercer team members
celebrate their victory over
Duke on Friday in Raleigh, N.C.

bors at Ohio State — you know,
from the mighty Big Ten.

But, seriously folks, the guys at
these lesser-known schools are
pretty good.

Maybe not quite as talented and
deep as the teams they’re beating,
but they make up for it with sea-
soning and cohesion that can’t be
measured by the RPI. Plus, they
tend to play with a chip on their
shoulders, having been passed
over by the big boys during re-
cruiting and eager to show they
would’ve fared just fine in a pres-
tigious league such as the ACC.

Count Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski among the converts.

“They’re not just experienced,”
he said of Mercer, the only team
in the NCAA field that has started
five seniors all season. “They’re
good.”

That was quite a change from
Krzyzewski’s less-than-flattering
assessment of another league that
most people rank a notch behind
the power conferences but ahead
of leagues such as the Atlantic
Sun.

Last weekend during the ACC
tournament, Krzyzewski insisted
the Atlantic 10 wasn’t deserving
of six schools in the NCAA field.

“Come on,” he said dismis-
sively. “I mean, they’re good, but
put them in our conference and go
through the meat grinder that our
conference has to go through.”

Turns out, the selection com-
mittee got that one right. Dayton
advanced. Saint Louis knocked
off North Carolina State — of the
ACC, no less — in overtime. Saint
Joseph gave UConn all it could
handle before falling in OT. If
Coach K wants to keep arguing
that not all those A-10 teams were
deserving, he’ll have plenty of
time to do it now.

His season is over.

Not so for Mercer and Stephen
F. Austin and Harvard and North
Dakota State.

They’ll be playing on the
weekend.

If there’s any justice, more
teams just like them will get their
shot next year.
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East Region

Virginia rallies to avoid upset

Top-seeded Cavaliers
deny history, at least
for one more season

The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Coastal Carolina did
enough in the first half to allow the Chanti-
cleers to believe they could become the first
No. 16 seed to beat a No. 1 seed in the NCAA
tournament.

The Chanticleers just couldn’t keep knock-
ing down the shots that had given them a
halftime lead once Virginia stepped up its
defense.

Coastal Carolina shot 32 percent after
halftime in Friday night’s 70-59 loss in the
second round of the East Region, a reversal
from a first half that saw the Chanticleers cut
through the Cavaliers’ normally stingy de-
fense to shoot 52 percent.

“We felt real good at halftime,” guard Eric
Smith said. “We did a good job early on follow-
ing the game plan, which was to control the
boards, take good shots when we get them.”

The Chanticleers led by 10 in the first half
and five at halftime before Virginia took over.

“They played tremendous defense, espe-
cially the second half,” coach Cliff Ellis said.
“They really took us out of what we wanted
todo.”

For Virginia, Anthony Gill scored 17 points
and the Cavaliers pushed ahead for good with
about 9 minutes left.

A No. 16 seed has never beaten a No. 1 since
the tournament expanded to 64 teams in 1985,
and the Cavs (29-6) ensured history would
wait at least another year.

Evan Nolte came off the bench and hit two
huge three-pointers to help Virginia finally
push away from the Big South champion
Chanticleers (21-13), who were in the tourna-
ment for the first time in 21 years.

The game was tied at 47 before Nolte’s
threes powered a 23-7 spurt that finally put
the game away.

Virginia shot 65 percent (13-for-20) after
halftime — including 6-for-10 from three-
point range — while locking down on Coastal
Carolina.

Memphis 71, George Washington 66: At
Raleigh, N.C., top sixth-man Michael Dixon
Jr. scored 19 points and hit four free throws in
the final 10 seconds to help the eighth-seeded
Tigers hold off the ninth-seeded Colonials.

Joe Jackson added 15 points for Memphis
(24-9), which is halfway to Geron Johnson’s
post-AAC tournament guarantee of two wins
in the first weekend of the NCAAs.

The Tigers entered the tournament hav-
ing lost three of five to fall out of the national
rankings, and shot 49 percent in this one but
struggled to put the ninth-seeded Colonials
away until the final seconds.

Isaiah Armwood scored a season-high 21
points after picking up his fourth foul with
12:02 left for ninth-seeded GW (24-9), which
was just 2-for-12 from three-point range yet
never fell behind by more than 10 points.

Leading scorer Maurice Creek — who
averages 14 points — finished with nine on
2-for-13 shooting for GW, but he airballed a
three-pointer in the final seconds that would
have tied it.

Patricio Garino added 10 points for the Co-
lonials, who were making their first NCAA
tournament appearance since 2007.

Noi rolina 79, Providence 77: At
San Antonio, James Michael McAdoo sank
two free throws in the final 3.5 seconds, and

GerrY BRoOME/AP

Virginia forward Anthony Gill shoots over Coastal Carolina center El Hadji Ndieguene during
the first half of Friday’s East Region game in Raleigh, N.C.

the sixth-seeded Tar Heels rallied to beat the
11th-seeded Friars.

Providence’s Bryce Cotton scored a career-
high 36 points and made one dazzling shot
after another down the stretch. But he also
fumbled a long rebound in the final moments,
robbing the Friars of a chance for a last-sec-
ond miracle.

Had North Carolina (24-9) lost, it would’ve
been the first time since 1979 the Tar Heels
and rival Duke lost on the same day of the
tournament.

The Blue Devils fell earlier to 14th-seeded
Mercer, and the Friars nearly handed North
Carolina a similar stunner.

Marcus Paige led North Carolina with 19
points.

Saving the performance of his career for
his final game at Providence, Cotton was 13-
for-23 from the floor and had eight assists.

But there was nothing on his face but an-
guish after corralling a missed McAdoo free
throw with less than 2 seconds left, only
to bumble the ball off his knee and out of
bounds.

McAdoo finished with 16 points and 10 re-
bounds and Brice Johnson also scored 16 for
the Tar Heels.

lowa State 93, North Carolina Central
75: At San Antonio, Georges Niang scored
24 points, but also broke his foot will miss the
rest of the NCAA tournament, as the third-
seeded Cyclones pulled away from the 14th-
seeded Eagles in the second half.

The Big 12 tournament champions found
themselves in an early struggle with a pro-
gram making its first NCAA tournament ap-
pearance in just its third year as a full-time
Division I program. But the Cyclones’ quick-
ness and balance eventually took over.

Iowa State (27-7) had five players score in
double figures. Niang’s two three-pointers
early in the second half keyed Iowa State’s
run that put the game away.

Jeremy Ingram scored 28 for North Caro-
lina Central (28-6), which came in on a 20-
game win streak and won the Mid-Eastern
Athletic Conference.

There were just too many Cyclones doing
too many things.

Ejim, the Big 12 player of the year, scored
17 points.

DeAndre Kane, the MVP of the Big 12 tour-
nament, scored 14 with seven rebounds and
five assists. Dustin Hogue and Monte Morris
each scored 15.

Scoreboard
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Denis Porov/AP

Stephen F. Austin forward Ben Brown-White, second from right, hugs teammate guard Thomas Walkup after the Lumberjacks beat
Virginia Commonwealth 77-75 in overtime of a second-round game Friday night in San Diego.

South Region

Stephen F. Austin stuns VCU

Lumberjacks make case for Cinderella with overtime victory

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Pulling off a comeback
for the ages, feisty Stephen F. Austin be-
came the latest No. 12 seed to pull off an
upset, tying the game on Desmond Hay-
mon’s did-that-just-happen four-point play
with 3.6 seconds left, and then holding on
in overtime for a 77-75 win over Virginia
Commonwealth on Friday night.

SFA didn’t have the biggest upset of the
opening two rounds — Mercer probably
gets the nod there with its win over Duke
— but the Lumberjacks certainly had the
most jaw-dropping finish.

The South Region’s No. 5 seed, VCU (23-
10) was firmly in control after its swarm-
ing defense flustered SFA during a big
second-half run.

The scrappy Lumberjacks (32-2) kept
hanging around and clawed their way back
in the closing seconds.

Two missed free throws by VCU’s Jor-
dan Burgess with 10 seconds left gave SFA
a chance.

The Lumberjacks worked the ball around
to the wing, where Haymon launched a
three-pointer and was fouled by JaQuan
Lewis just before the ball fell through the
basket. The crowd still buzzing, VCU coach
Shaka Smart called timeout trying to ice
Haymon, but the senior calmly knocked
the free throw down.

Following a missed desperation heave
at the end of regulation, Haymon put the
*Jacks ahead in overtime on a three-point-

er with 2 minutes left.

VCU’s turn at glory came after SFA’s
Thomas Walkup made 1 of 2 free throws
put the Lumberjacks up two with 14 sec-
onds left. The Rams got a good look on the
final possession, working the ball around
to Lewis for an open three-pointer on the
wing.

His shot went long, the Lumberjacks
grabbed the rebound, then stormed the
floor after improbably extending the na-
tion’s second-longest winning streak to 29
games. (Wichita State is 35-0).

Jacob Parker scored 22 points and Hay-
mon had 17 for SFA.

Treveon Graham had 19 points, Burgess
14 and Lewis finished with 13 for the dis-
appointed Rams, the third No. S seed to
lose in this tournament.

UCLA 76, Tulsa 59: At San Diego,
Jordan Adams had 21 points and eight
rebounds, and Norman Powell scored 15
points in his hometown to lead the fourth-
seeded Bruins past the 13th-seeded Golden
Hurricane, spoiling the NCAA tournament
head coaching debut of Danny Manning.

In his first year at Westwood, Steve Al-
ford coached UCLA (27-8) to just its third
win in the NCAA tournament since 2009. It
came in the city where John Wooden won
the last of his 10 national championships,
in 1975.

Tulsa (21-13) had its 11-game winning
streak snapped. Manning led Kansas to
the 1988 title and won another champi-

onship as a Jayhawks assistant coach six
years ago.

Stanford 58, New Mexico 53: At St.
Louis, the seventh-seeded Lobos got a big
game from Cameron Bairstow but never
quite dug out of an early 16-point deficit,
losing to the 10th-seeded Cardinal.

Chasson Randle scored 23 points and
Stanford made an impression in its first
NCAA appearance since 2008, leading al-
most start to finish against New Mexico.

The Cardinal (22-12) held on after the
Lobos rallied to tie it midway through the
second half. They got four crucial free
throws from reserve Robbie Lemons and
Randle in the final half-minute after New
Mexico had cut the deficit to two points.

Kansas 80, Eastern Kentucky 69: At St.
Louis, the second-seeded Jayhawks slowly
took control down the stretch and pulled
away to beat the 15th-seeded Colonels.

Andrew Wiggins had 19 points for Kan-
sas (25-9). Jamari Traylor added 17 points
and 14 rebounds, Perry Ellis had 14 points
and 13 rebounds and Tarik Black finished
with 12 points as Kansas dominated in the
paint.

Glenn Cosey hit five three-pointers and
had 17 points for 15th-seeded Eastern
Kentucky (24-10), which has lost all eight
of its NCAA tournament games. Tarius
Johnson and Eric Stutz finished with 15
points apiece, but second-leading scorer
Corey Walden was held to four points be-
fore fouling out.

West Region

Foul-filled

game ends
with Zags
moving on

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Gonzaga and Oklahoma
State players, coaches and fans no doubt
left Viejas Arena with the shrill sound of
the referees’ whistles ringing in their ears
Friday.

The refs called 61 fouls, which affected
the pace and outcome of eighth-seeded
Gonzaga’s 85-77 win against Marcus Smart
and ninth-seeded Oklahoma State in the
West region of the NCAA tournament.

Kevin Pangos scored 26 points, includ-
ing hitting 12 of 14 free throws, and Gary
Bell Jr. added 17 for Gonzaga (29-6), which
is in its 16th straight NCAA tournament
and moves on to play top-seeded Arizona
on Sunday.

Pangos made 10 of 10 free throws in the
last 1:31. The final 3'2 minutes took 24
minutes to play.

The 61 fouls were seven off the record
for fouls in a tournament game set by Iowa
and Morehead State in a regional semifinal
game in 1956.

Smart had a big effort in his final college
game, with 23 points, 13 rebounds, seven
assists and six steals for Oklahoma State
(21-13). He was 12-for-19 from the line.

Arizona 68, Weber St. 59: At San Diego,
No. 16 seed Weber State held top-seeded
Arizona without a field goal for the open-
ing 5 minutes and rallied most of the way
back from a 21-point deficit before falling.

Arizona (31-4) appeared to be next in
line in a day full of upsets — falling into an
eight-point deficit in the opening 6 minutes
— but closed in around Weber State (19-
12), shutting down the Wildcats during two
big first-half runs.

Nick Johnson had 18 points, Aaron Gor-
don added 16 and Arizona blocked 11 shots
while holding Weber State to 30 percent
from the field.

Crei, 76, Louisiana-Lafayette 66:
At San Antonio, Doug McDermott scored
30 points and Ethan Wragge made three
huge momentum-changing shots in the
second half, sending the No. 3 seed Blue-
jays to a tough win over the 14th-seeded
Ragin’ Cajuns.

McDermott had a double-double by half-
time but went scoreless for nearly 14 min-
utesofthe second half, leavingitto Wragge’s
long shots to bail out Creighton (27-7) from
a potential upset by Louisiana-Lafayette.

Sun Belt tournament champion Loui-
siana-Lafayette (23-12) led 50-48 before
Wragge struck from long range to spark
Creighton’s push that finally put it away.

Baylor 74, Nebraska 60: At San Anto-
nio, Cory Jefferson scored 16 points and
the sixth-seeded Bears coasted in their
first tournament game since falling in the
Elite Eight two years ago, beating the 11th-
seeded Cornhuskers.

Nebraska lost again in its seventh tourna-
ment appearance. Terran Petteway scored
18 points for the Cornhuskers (19-13), who
hadn’t played on this stage since 1998.

Isaiah Austin scored 13 points and Brady
Heslip added 12 for Baylor. The Bears
didn’t outshoot the Cornhuskers but got
to the free-throw line three times as often
— they made 38 of 48, compared to 10 of 16
for Nebraska.
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NCAA TOURNAMENT: COMMENTARY

Smaller schools
continue to prove
that they belong

By PauL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

s we watch one so-called favorite after another
fall in the NCAA tournament, it’s not really ac-
curate to call them upsets anymore.

Showing just how little the names on the front
of the jerseys matter these days, Mercer turned storied
Duke into one-and-done on Friday afternoon. And before
the night was done, 12th-seeded Stephen F. Austin took out

Nothing fluky about these games.
Especially what we saw out of
Mercer, a small, private school
' ” from Middle Georgia that was sim-
They re ply the better team against Coach
not just K and his blue bloods from Dur-
N ham, both on the court and with
exPe:-le“ced' their postgame moves. Seriously, if
They re “Dancing With The Stars” doesn’t
good_ ’ give a shout to Mercer’s Kevin Ca-
N . nevari after his Kkiller rendition of
Mike Kryzewski the Nae Nae, there’s no justice in
Duke coach, on  this world.
Mercer following the For now, let’s focus on another
Blue Devils' 78-71 kind of justice.
loss to the Bears SEE UPSET ON PAGE 29
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Mercer guard Langston Hall, right, celebrates after the

14th-seeded Bears knocked off No. 3 seed Duke on
Friday in Raleigh, N.C. Mercer won 78-71.
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